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Silverstone: Revson survives chaos to win 


—— a — 


ALFA ROMEO 
BEAT THE 
UNBEATABLES 


Alfa Romeo have won the Manufacturers Team 
Award in the Avon Motor Tour of Britain. 


Three standard production 2000 GTV’s — the ones you can buy from the 
showroom ~ beat the fie t 3 litre opposition on a gruelling test on road and 
track, again proving Alfa’s exceptional safety and reliability. 


Overall placing Drivers 


3rd John Handley/John Clegg 
6th Stan Clark/Chris Witty 
lth 


Peter Hilliard/Nicholas Price 


Liv Pomec 


Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd., Edgware Road, London NW? 6LX. 01-450 8641 
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A weekend to remember 


The John Player Grand Prix at Silverstone last weekend 
was a truly memorable occasion. For some people, like 
John Surtees, Jody Scheckter and many others, it is a 
memory they would prefer to fo! at_calamitous 
chain reaction shunt on the second lap, in full view of 
the main grandstands and of millions of television 
viewers, eliminated 25 per cent of the Grand Prix field. 
There were bent motor cars galore, but only Andrea de 
Adamich of all drivers suffered personal injury. 

Two points more than any others emerged from the 
aftermath. First and foremost is the wise decision by 
the constructors and CSI to specify deformable structure 
chassis on Formula | cars. The value of these foam-filled 
tanks was demonstrated in the worst/best possible way, 
and their fire-free emergence is a credit to all who 
insisted on the new type of construction, which came 
into existence only earlier this year. Imagine the fire 
hazard had such an accident occurred just over three 
months ago! Even so, petrol, which the foam is sup- 
posed to protect within the monocoque, was spilled on 
the track by some cars, so there is still obviously room 
for improvement. 

The other feature which will inevitably require a 
change is to Silverstone itself. There are some 
people who would like to see a chicane introduced 
before Woodcote, to cut those phenomenal 160 mph 
speeds through that corner. But a more sensible long- 
term plan would be a complete redevelopment of the 
pits system. The raised pits road, introduced in 1964, 
was undoubtedly a good measure at the time but by 

"s safety standards they are inadequate. What is 
required is a wide run-off area on the inside along the 
main straight. The pits would have to be demolished and 
moved back, of course, but a run-off area between the 
pits road and the track, marked by rubber cones, would 
have ensured that the hapless Scheckter’s McLaren 
would have run safely out of the danger zone. All of 
which comes under the category of being wise after the 
event, but such an accident could happen again, not 
just at Silverstone but also at other tracks. 

Judging the meeting as a whole, however, it was an 
enormous success. A huge crowd turned up, bigger than 
at any British event since the Royal occasion of 1950. 
A total of 84,000 people paid to watch over the thre 
day period, 65,000 of them on Saturday. Add to that the 
10,000 free tickets of marshals, catering staff, trade 
people, drivers, mechanics, helpers, press people, guests 
and hangers-on, then one’ can understand why’ people 
were complaining on Monday that they couldn't get into 
the circuit on race day, despite having previously bought 
tickets. The fairground, the barbecue, the new pedes- 
trian bridge, the recently completed ring road, the 
weather and good racing—all tended to overshadow the 
primitive lavatories and generally inedible food that 
have come to characterise all big British race meetings. 


our cover picture 

Picking their way through the wreckage of the second lap shunt at 
last Saturday's Silverstone Grand Prix are (left to right) Howden Ganley, 
Emerson Fittipaldi, James Hunt ond Clay Regazzoni. The general debris 
and dust form a horrifying background. Rote! Pater Bure 
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Pit and Paddock edited by lan Phillips 


USAC versus F5000 
Mosport hits trouble 


It’s only two weeks until the 
“Canadian Indy" as they're 
calling it at Mosport, but USAC’ 
only road race of ‘the year is 
still shrouded in controversy and 
nobody seems to know what type 
of cars will be allowed to start. 
When the was first 
announced there was talk of 
allowing Formula 5000 cars into 
the field but USAC has been par- 
Ueularly cool to that idea and it 
now seems that many of the 
USAC teams are not interested 
in struggling round the Mosport 
road course with thelr turbo- 
charged Offys. 

‘Most of the USAC entrants feel 
they would need non-turbocharged 
Chevrolet engines to be com- 
petitive but they are very reluc- 
fant to change their cars for this 
one race, which has @ compari 
tively thin prize pot of $60,006 

‘in-an interview last week with 
a "Toronto newspaper Mario 
Andretti sald, "There's no way T 
will drive an Offy-powered Indy 
car at Mosport because I don't 
want to look like a yo-yo. To 
make our team’s three cars ready 
for a road course like Mosport 
would cost our team a minimum 


Andretti also said he wanted 
USAC to let F5000 in the race and 
that he would prefer an F5000 
car. But USAC are beginning to 


much opposed to Andretti's 
opinion. Sid Taylor, Carl Haas 
and Eppie Weltzes have all 
applied for entry forms but they 
were told thelr cars must con- 
form to USAC’s length, weight, 
rim width and suspension 
‘material rules. This would mean 
removing the rear wing or re 
mounting it over the engine, 
shortening the nose and rebuild: 
Ing the suspension from 41/30 
tubing which USAC specifie 

With the Elkhart Lake L&M 
the week before and Atlanta two 
weeks after Mosport, it wouldn't 
Seem to be a very iikely propo- 
sition for the F5000 runners to 
make necessary changes. 


USAC is very much aware that 
the strength of crowd inter 

in thelr lesser ovals is on the 
yane and they are searching 
about for road courses to fill up 
thelr progressively thinning 


seivaule the vapid growth af | How Jackie Stewart dropped out of contention of the British GP. 
the L&M championship has begun | Photographer Charles Knight got this series of pictures despite being 
to force the issue from USAC's | nearly run over as Stewart attempted some early harvesting. Ther 

point of ‘view, and despite the | truth in the rumour that Massey Ferguson have offered him a drive 


problems with the Mosport for next year 

event they are anxious that it 

should be run successfully, There 

is even talk of doubling the 

polnts for the race in an effort to 

make it a necessity for the top 
to appear. USAC are 


out this very vague situation. 


Surtees F1 
situation 


John Surtees sald at the begin- 
ining of this week that he was not 
‘able to make a decision yet 
about continuing in Fl this year 
the total extent of the damage 
had not be assessed and he had 
to. speak. with his sponsors 
Brooke Bond Oxo and Fina first. 

Tt would appear however that 
Jochen Mass’ chassis escaped 
major damage while Mike Hail- 
Wood's could be salvagable 
although Carlos Pace's seemed to 
be a write off. The main problem 
seems to surround assessing the 
damage to the engines and gear- 
boxes. The engine problem being 
the most accute as Cosworth 
have just begun their annual 
holiday. 

It is possible that one car 
could be readied in time for 
Zandvoort as there is a fourth 
TS14 chassis which has been 
the training car in the past. 

‘Zandvoort of course clashes 
with the Mantorp Park F2 
championship round where 
Jochen Mass will be attempting 
to narrow the gap on Jean-Pierre 
Jarier dn the F2 championship 
and Surtees may consider this 
to be more important than taking 
a depleted FI team to Holland. 
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F1 Eagle 
looks on 


Rumours from America are 
strengthening to the effect that 
yan Gurney will have a Formula 
1 Eagle for the US Grand Prix 
‘Watkins Glen in October. The 
car is a development of the 
Formula 5000 chassis that Gurney 
has under construction, but Dan 
is saying nothing about the 
rumours. Drivers? Perhaps USAC 
Eagle ace Bobby Unser or Sam 
Posey, both of whom have limited 
Formula 1 experience or Peter 
Revson and Mark Donohue. 


Big Brands F5000 
never ms, tu | Buenos Aires 1000 kms on 


Monday Brands Hatch meeting 
will be run on the 1.24 mile club 
Cireuit, with the main event being 


2 65 lap round in the Rothmans | Contrary to all expectations the Brazil hoped to stage a non- 
European Formula 5000 C! CSI announced fast week that championship at a new circuit 
pionship. Supporting it are two | the Buenos Aires 1000 kms, the outside Brasilia if they could not 
35 lap races for the RAC British | final qualifying round im the have the main race but following 


the tragic death of Brazil's main 


Touring (Group 2) Car Champion- 
organiser Antonio Scavone last 


ship, for which entries will be | World championship for | makes, 


allocated by the British Inter- | Would take place as scheduled on = week the race must be in some 
national Saloon Car Drivers | October 21. Because of the tense doubt although former F3 driver 
‘Association and there is a £1500 | political situation in Argentina it Jose Ferreira said at Silverstone 
prize fund. Also on the pro- | was thought highly unlikely that that he would be responsible for 
gramme are a 15 lap Formula | the race would take place there, negotiations in Europe for pro- 
Ford race and a 10 lap ShellSport | the alternative being at Inter- jected events in the coming 
Mexico Celebrity race. lagos in Brazil months, 
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Sports extra 


Fa driver Andy Sutcliffe who has 
‘had such an up and down season 
(0 far which included a spell in 
retirement will finally be moving 
Into F2 next week. He will drive 
@ March-BMW 732. in all_ the 
remaining rounds of the Euro- 
pean championship this year. The 
car, which has been hired from 
the works and will be prepared 
by them, will be sponsored by 
the Mitford Group, a large group 
‘of companies based in South 
East England, who specialise in 
jaraging, continental transporta- 
tion and warehousing, 

The Mitford Group have re. 
cently been sponsoring Sutcliffe 
and Mike Catlow in the works 
Elden F3 team, In three outings 
with ghe car Sutcliffe had two 
thirds and one dnf, The F3 team 
‘will continue to run a car for 
Catlow as Mitford have got a 
i race preparation garage 
near Brands’ Hatch, Sutcliffe 
will be retained as a test 
and development driver _ for 
Elden, ‘concentrating on the cur 
rent F3 and a future F2 model 

‘The March-BMW should be 
ready in time for Mantorp Park 
next on July 29. If the pr 
gramme turns out successfully 
the Mitford Group are aiming to 
move int FI next year with Sut 
cliffe. This represents a big 


Sutcliffe’s F2 March-BMW 


Andy Sutelifle—big. chane! 


change in Suteliffe's fortunes 
‘which had taken a dive since he 
split with GRD, for whom he was 
the works F3 driver last year, at 
the beginning of the year, He 
was to. have driven the works 
GRD F2 car this season, follow 
ing @ promising drive in the Oul 
ton Park Gold Cup last year, but 
after the split he had to remain 
in FS driving the works Ro: 


lack of personal 
that he had to withdraw and go 
Into retirement where he stayed 
Until the Mitford Elden drive 
came along a month ago. 


France to 


after & meeting last week that 
they will in future be responsible 
for all French race meetings. A 
member of the FFSA will be p 
Sent at every event and will be 
in charge overall. This follows 
incidents at Le Mans and Rouen 
this year. There will also be a 
special committee set up to 
Investigate all incidents and irre- 
gularities in the running of race 
‘meetings in France. 

‘The meeting also decided on 
the venue for the French GP for 
the next three years, Next year 
it will be at Dijon, followed by 
Clermont Feri and Paul 
Ri 


‘The FFSA have also directed a 
representative, Jacques Feret, to 
request the CSI to institute a 
European F3 championship with 
‘a calendar that does not clash 
with national events in any coun- 
try. The FFSA have said that if 
this request is not complied with 
then France will cease to hold 
any F3 racing. This will apply 
from 1975 when they will create 
‘Super Formula Renault to replace 
it, If they do go ahead with 
Super Renault this will be a 
major blow to F3 as it will mean 
that International F3 will be 
killed virtually stone dead. How- 
ever, with the propased date of 
change being 1975 the move may 
well” be opposed by French 
drivers who do. FS next year 
using the new 2-litre engines. 
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Antonio 
Scavone 


We regret to report the death 
last week of Antonio Seavone, 
Brazil's Mr Motor Racing. Sca- 
vone, along with many other 
Brazilian journalists and motor 
racing enthusiasts were on. the 
Varig Boeing 707 which crashed 
near Paris last Wednesday. 

‘Scavone was responsible for 
introducing European racing to 
Brazil following the successes of 
the Fittipaldi brothers and Carlos 
Pace in Europe. He set up his 
own company Scavone Promo- 
tions “to” organise Temporada 
series with backing from the 
country’s largest TV com- 
pany, TV Globo, In 1970 he 
Organised an F3 series followed 
by two successive F2_ series 
Through the success of these 
races he was able to introduce 
FI to Brazil which resulted in 
the first Brazilian GP this year. 

‘All the series were packed 
with dramas on and off the track 
yet Scavone, despite his perpe- 
tual harassed look, always 
handled the matters "with the 
utmost diplomacy and calmness. 
Despite the constant pressures 
upon him when the series were 
on he was always prepared to 
put himself out to help any 
individual. His death will be @ 
severe blow to Brazilian motor 
racing. 

To his wife, Lucia, his daugh- 
ters and many friends Aurosroat 
extends its deepest sympathies. 


Peter Gethin will be competing 
in the majority of the remaining 
Rothmans European F5000 cham 
pionship rounds with a brand 
few Chevron B24. Any L&M 
rounds in America which clash 
will take preference but unless 
there is all chance of winning 
the Rothmans championship, the 
British F500 will come before 
Formula 2 

The reasons behind the decision 
by the works to build another car 
for the British series are twofold. 
Firstly Gethin still lies sixth in 
the championship despite missing 
a number of rounds, 
points to championship 
Brett Lunger’s 84. Secondly, with 
the works car in America it has 
proved very difficult to carry out 
Sny sort of development  pro- 
gramme with the car. The new 
B24. differs very slightly from 
earlier models and will be fitted 
initially with a fuel Injected 
Morand engine. The first outing 
for the now car will be at Mon- 
dello Park this weekend. 

The works F2 team will con- 
tinue with just a single B25 for 


Gethin’s B24 for Rothmans 


Gethin so that development with 
the car for next year can be kept 
up. Incidentally, Chevron boss 
Derek Bennett was driving the 
car at Oulton Park last week and 
got under Ronnie Peterson's lap 
Fecord. There is no truth in the 
rumour, however, that he will be 
making a comeback driver, 
‘Two further B25 chassis ti 
been sold recently to Scotsman 
Campbell Graham and French 
hillelimb ace Pierre Maublane 
while sales of the B23 sports are 
still strong. An Alfa Romeo- 
engined car has just gone to Italy 
While more conventionally moti- 
Yated cars have gone to Ttaly and 
Lichtenstein. The Japanese, who 
are getting very excited about 
Dlitre sports cars will be recelv- 
ing three 823s in the near future, 
Hiroshi Kazato is having one to 
supplement his MarchBMW and 
GRD while Kahichi Tahara witl 
also be driving one. Work. is 
currently in progress at the Bol- 
ton factory on a brand new 
sports car for next year which 
apparently has “some interesting 
developments. 


Serpaggi at Magny Cours 


works F3_ Alpine-Renaults 
reestablished  themacives at. the 
forefront of French F3_ racing 
last Sunday at the Bastille Day 


meeting at Magny Cours, Alain 
Serpaagl, who seems to have 
bettered team-mate Michel 


Leclere this year took pole posi 
tion on 49.5 s with Bernard 
Beguin's Martini-Holbay next on 
50's. The second row comprised 
Jean-Pierre Paoli (Martini-Hol- 
nd Alain Cudini (Martini 
both on 80.1 s. Pierre: 
Francols Rousselot (March-Hol 
bay) and Leclere did 50.3 s while 
Christian Ethuin (Martini-Veg 
tune) and French Championship 
leader Jacques Laffite (Martini 
Holbay) did 80.5 s and Jean Max 
(Martini-Vegantune) and Philip 
Albera (March-Holbay) 50.8 and 
50.9 § respectively. 


Serpaggi made a tremendous 
start chased by Beguin, Paoli, 
Laffite, Leclere, Cudini, “Albera, 
Rousselot, Max, Ethuin, Bernard 
Chevanne (Martini) and Jean 
Ragnotti (March), 


Laffite and Leclere, nose-to-tail, 
passed Pao on the third lay 
While Echuin hit Albera on Iap 
five causing the Anter March to 
retire. Laffite and Leclere closed 
on Beguin while Paoli and Cudint 
were battling away for fifth. 
Beguin spun away his second 
place on lap 12 restarting sixth 
Just in front of the dicing Rous- 
selot and Ethuin, Ethuin passed 
Rousselot on lap 15 as Beguin 
joined in the Paoll-Cudini dice. 

‘At the same time Laffite had 
4 moment which let Leclere into 


Second and giving Alpine a 1-2 
which they held to the end, 
Serpagel winning by 6 s. Lamite 


then dropped back 5.5 s behind 
Leclere while Beguin moved past 
Cudini and Paali to claim fourth. 
Cudini was fifth as Paoli lost 
three laps in the pits after a spin 
and Ethuin dropped back to ninth 
with clutch trouble, Rousselot 
was sixth, 0.3 s ahead of Max, 
with Chevanne a further Ll s 
behind. Serpaggi set fastest lap 
with 47.5, 2 5 quicker than his 
pole position time. 


Morgan seeks drive 


Last year’s top Grovewood award 
winner David Morgan is currently 
Tooking for a drive in F2, F5000 
or sports cars for the rest of 
the year. This season has been 
a tale of disaster after disaster 
for Morgan with the Ed Reeves 
Racing F2 Chevron B25. Engine 
problems have been the main 
thorn in the team with blow-up 
after blow-up, and they have 
withdrawn for the rest of the 
year. 


‘After Rouen, where typically 


he suffered one blow after three 
laps of practice and then the 
flywheel coming off warming up 
for the race, the team considered 
switching to F5000 for the 
remainder of the season with 
Morand-engined Chevron B24 
However, it has been decided to 
pull out for the rest of the year 
and conserve the funds for 
another attack at F2 next year 
rather than go through the ex- 
pensive operation of starting in 
Something new at such = late 
stage. 


Pit and Paddock 


Further to our Group 2 saloon 
report at the John Player Grand 
Prix meeting, more news has 
been forthcoming about the dread- 
ful accident which occurred on 
the eighth lap of the race. Latest 
news on the condition of the 
three drivers involved is that 
Dave Matthews is expected to be 
released from Northampton Hospi- 
tal at the end of the week, his 
being a fractured 

two broken ankles 


are 8 freccared fem, 
cuts to the chin, 
face and elbow and concussion ; 
Dave's femur injury will sadly 
keep him in hospital for at 
ight weeks. Gavin Booth suf- 
ed head injuries, but is con- 
scious in Oxford Hospital and 
‘appears to be recovering well. 
Considering the severity of the 
awful accident and condition of 
the damaged cars, it’s thankful 
the outcome wasn't more severe. 


‘News of how the accident hap- 
pened became more apparent on 
Monday. Dave Matthews’ Capri 
was coming up to lap Gavin 
Booth's L-litre Min! for the second 
time at “Abbey, taking him on 
the inside when the Mini moved 
over and struck the rear of the 
Capri, bursting its tyre. This sent 
Matthews Into a series of spins 
before the car cartwheeled end 


over end on fire, the fire being 
extinguished by ihe extinguisher 
in the car activated by Matthews. 
‘The Mini was sent facing the on- 
coming traffic after the collision 


moved to the right avoiding the 
Mini but Brodie collected it head- 
on, going straight over the top of 
id his car caught fire from 
spilling petrol. Brodie’s fire was 
quickly extinguished, but both 
Ford drivers were trapped in 
thelr ‘cars. Booth's car was 
‘severely damaged in the impact. 

There was much talk after the 
race for an enquiry to be set up 
by the RAC to look in to slow 
back markers in Group 2 races, a 
problem which has been causing 
much consternation in other 
races this year. 

Ralph Broad, entrant of the 
Capri 2600 RS ‘which was driven 
by Dave Matthews and which 
was, like the other two cars, 
utterly destroyed, said: “It is 
Quite incredible ‘that cars are 
allowed to compete in saloon car 
events where their speed dif- 
ferential with the fastest ones is 
very often in excess of 60-70 mph. 
In this case the differential wi 
about 100 mph.” 


Mr Broad went on: "Such are 
the speeds of the bigger cars on 
circuits like Silverstone that this 
sort of accident was bound to 
occur sooner or later and it is 
only when it does happen that 
someone begins to take notice. I 
personally have been campaigning 
for this for years.” 

Dave Matthews and Dave 
Brodie have asked us to express 
thelr utmost thanks to the mar- 
shals who acted so quickly during 
and after the accident to help 
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Saloon drivers recovering 
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Alan Ellis captured these dramatic pictures of Dave Matthews’ hot 
rifying shunt in the Broadspeed Capri at Silverstone. The accident 


happened when Matthé 


ya hit Gavin Booth’s Mini (top). We are happy 


to report that Matthews will be out of hospital this week. 


‘@ Former Brazilian FS driver Jose 
Ferreira was present at Silver- 
stone as a commentator for Bra- 
zilian TV. He also had an entry 
in the F3 race but his licence 
failed to arrive from Brazil in 
time, However, he hopes to be 
able to hire a car to do five or 
six F3 races this year as he will 
be in Europe until the GP circus 
moves to America, 

© ‘Those persistent rumours of 
Honda returning to Formula 1 
came up again last week. But 
the answer from Honda is still 


© Gordon Palmer, sales and pro- 
duction manager of Brabham, 
pointed out this week that 
Johnny Gerber's F3 Brabham was 
scrutineered following the Silver- 
stone race which he won on the 
road but with a1 m penalty, and 
found to be fully legal in ‘both 
engine and weight departments. 


© Chrysler Australia PR man, 
Tan Cook, ‘was killed last week 
while practising sis elderly Brab- 
ham F2 car for the Australian 
sports car championship race at 
‘Sandown Park. 


Very silly 
season ? 


One of the most enjoyable as 
pects of Silverstone last weekend 
were the many rumours flying 
around the paddock concerning 
Fi teams for next year. It wi 
very much a case of silly mid- 
Season, However, we thought it 
would make. Interesting reading 
i we put all that we heard to- 
gether (especially for drivers, 
team managers and sponsors) 
‘The main changes sem’ to 
centre round the fact that Jackie 
Stewart will retire, leaving the 
way open for Emerson Fittipaldi 
fake over as number 1 in the 


walt for jaribororspon- 
sored Tyrrell. Who will be 
number two? Not” Franc: 


Cevert, say the speculators, but 
perm one from Jacky Ickx, Chris 
‘Amon and Roger Williamson. 
‘What of Cevert? Those who claim 
to know say he will lead a two- 
car team of March-Matras with 
Jean-Pierre Beltoise as his team- 
mate, The story about chy Matra 
FI engine is that they sre pre- 
pared to well them if they can 
Sella minimum of about 15 
engines. This obably 
mean two teams having them, 
hence —Motul-Mi 


‘Who would rej 
JP?" Jochen Mass seemed a 
favourite for this seat with his 
Ford connections, 

If March do run Matra engines 
would Jean-Pierre Jarier stay 
there? Well, he's apparently got 
a Jong contract but his name was 
connected with Ferrari as a team- 
mate to Chris Anon mer 
and Carlos Pace joining 
them for sports car races. 

‘Yardley-McLaren seemed to 
fall into place with Denny Hulme 
and Jody Scheckter while Peter 
Revson was linked with the pro- 
jected Penske Engle Fl team 
‘alongside Mark Donohue. Another 
team formed in somebody's mind 
was STP-Parnelli with Mario 
Andretti and Graham McRae as 
rivers. That old red herring of 
a Brazilian Fl car (designed by 
Ron nac and built by Tro- 
jan they said), came up for Car- 
los Pace and Wilson. Fittipaldi 
with Clay Regazzoni to replace 
Pace at Surtees (alongside Mike 
Hailwood) and John Watson 
stepping into Brabham to sup- 
port Carlos Reutemann. 

Te was said that Lord Hesketh 
would rebuild his own cars for 
James Hunt and Jacky | Ickx, 
while Graham Hill would also 
build his own cars for himself 
and Niki Lauda, while Arturo 
Merzario would’ join Howden 
Ganley at Frank Williams and 
Brian Redman would drive the 
UOP Shadow with George Foll- 
mer. Nobody was granted a seat 
with BRM while the almost 
definite thing we heard was that 
Tecno would pull out altogether. 

‘This was all hearsay, of course, 
but it will be Interesting to see 
in six months’ time how much of 
Ke turns out to be true. 


AUTOSPORT, JULY 19, 1973 


Boyd Wonder 


Don’t be thrown by the CAR-TOON: 
Adrian Boyd, one of Britain's top-ranking 
rally drivers, isa veteran. Behind the boyish 
Boyd profile lies thirteen seasons of highly 
competitive national and international 
rallying, from hisearliest major success way 
back in 1960, when at 19 he became the 
youngest driver to win the Circuit of Ireland, 
io his most recent win, The Texaco Rally in 
June of this year. 

And he's really gone to town this season. 
His own skill coupled with confidence in his 
unflappable co-driver Beatty Crawford 
have resulted in many excellent perform- 
ances, including fourth on the Scottish 
Rally, runner-up on the Circuit of Donegal 
and a tremendous fourth overall in a 3-litre 
Capri on the recent Avon Motor Tour of 
Britain. In the last, he sure made the most of 
his track experience gained from racing a 
Mexico in many Irish club events. 
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Adrian has been a team Castrol member 
for two years now. In 1972, he rallied ina 
car entered and prepared by R E Hamilton 
Co. Ltd., Belfast. This year, he drives an 
ex-works 1800cc Escort RS entered by 
Lombard & Ulster Banking, still prepared 
by RE Hamilton. Although slightly down 
‘on power to the works 2-litre entries, his 
sheer driving ability makes up on all but the 
ingability that has no 
place for flashy sideways motoring or 
unnecessary exuberance. Just perfect 
control that sometimes disguises, to the 
spectator, how hard he’s actually trying. 
Aren't spectators devilish hard to please? 
‘Away from the wheel, Adrian is a 

Director of « quarry business in Carmoney, 
where he’s lucky enough to have his own 
private test track. A few laps with him round 

k isenough to shatter the illusions 
would-be rally drivers. 


Mike Flather— 
Over the top? 


BARC Hill Climb Championship—the 
picture's already clear. By May of this year, 
no less than 99 competitors had scored 
points in the seventeen classes of the 
championship, with the inevitable change 
about in positions of competitorsas the 
circus moved from round to round, But 
Flather’s already over the top—with a lead 
that would make a dog laugh. Mike moved 
into top gear right at the start of the season 
and has had precious little trouble 
establishing himself at the top. Class 1, the 
land of Mikeand his supercharged Mini 
has looked as though it could produce a 
champion for sometime now, and Flather 
has been only too pleased to oblige. In 
performances from seven of the twelve 
rounds he has only dropped a couple of 
points from the maximum—this from 
someone who complained at the start of the 
season that the bogey times for that class 
were too stiff. 

Trying to keep his rear end in their sights 
are other Team Castrol drivers. To be frank, 
they've given up catching the flying Flather, 
butall have their beady eyes on the number 
two spot. These include John Meridith and 
former champion Jim Thompson. 

1973 is the fifth year that Castrol have 
sponsored the BARC Hill Climb 
Championship. And we all know how its 
popularity ratings have grown—it now has 
anentry of over 150 regular competitors. 


With a prize fund exceeding £900, the 
Castrol BARC Hill Climb Championship is 
the onty national sponsored event of its 
type, and yet, thank goodness, it remains 
very much what it set out to be—a club- 
man’s championship for the clubman. 
The Castrol/ BARC FTD Awards, a new 
series based on the fastest class runs from 
championship competitors at each venue, 
have firmly won a seal of approval, and 
headed right now by Richard Thwaitesin 
the Eastern Carpet Stores McLaren, just 
ahead of fellow Team Castrol member 
Roy Lane. 
The next round of the championship is at 


Gurston Down, on July 22nd. Come on up. 


The Well-Oiled 
Brigade 


Moving from track to track, the tyre- 
smoking groupin the Castrol Group | 
Championship continue to entertain with 
displays of sideways motoring and close- 
combat driving. With a healthy leud overall 
ew Team Castrol member Ivan 
n his Escort Sport, while the 
Firenzats of Messrs Williams, Stock & Brunt 
still keep the ilin lowing. See them all 
at Oulton Park on July 21st 
Out to repeat his 1972 victory in the 
Castrol/Motoring News GT Championship 
iscurrent leader Jeremy Lord, 
1212. Apart from the re 
competitors, there's bags of interest in the 
upto 1300ce class, where the dicing is razor 
close, and the machines worth peering itt 
Around the liclds of Enghind, the Castrol 
BT&RDA Autocross Championship is 
now well away sand looks what the stuflier 
rnailists would call “competitive”. And 
it your girl-friend would call ‘neck and 
neck”. One of the strongest contenders this 
ear is Team Castro's Bob Merridale, 
is brother Tony, last year’s runner-up 
"quite got it together so far but just 
tly seems to be getting back into it. 
More rounds most week-ends until mid~ 
September, the next being Chess Valley MC 
22nd. Stick around. 


This odd-looking machine propelled by a 
rear-mounted Cooper S engineis the very 
rapid ‘Jola’ special belonging to John Last 
from Abingdon, Berks. He competes in the 
RAC and Castrol/BT&RDA Autotest 
Championships and with 75 bhpat his 
posal he frequently wins awards. The 
car's pretty versatile—from time to time, 
you may see it going likea dingbat on 
autocross tracks. 


Pit and Paddock 
| 
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All your weekend sport 


WATKINS GLEN 


ate round of the 

ship 
takes place along with a CanAm 
round this weekend at Watkins 
Glen. Ferrari, the current leaders, 
fare sending a couple of their 


312Ps. for” Ickx/Redman and 
Pace/Merzario. Their main 
challengers are likely to be 


Matra, who just have a chance 
Of pulling off the title 

Matra will send a_couple of 
their latest -MS670Bs" for 
Beltoise/Cevert_ and Pescarolo. 
Larrousse in a desperate attempt 
to pull back their deficit. If they 
win and Ferrari are not placed 
then the outcome of the series 
will depend. on the final round, 
scheduled for October 21 at 
Buenos Aires. 

But the future of this race, 
despite confirmation from the CSi 
that i, will take place as 
Scheduled, is still_uncertain. 
There is’ considerable political 
unrest in Argentina at the 
moment, and few of the leading 
teams are keen on going. Ferrari 
do well this weekend, putting 
Matra out of the running, then 


the BA race will almost certainly 
become a purely local aff 
Gulf-Mirage are sending a 


couple of cars to the Glen, for 
Hailwood/Watson and Ganley/ 
Bell, Lafosse/Wisell will have a 
Lola T282, while Martini Porsche 
are tikely’ to have their special 
Tong-tailed Carrera Porsche which 
appeared at Osterreichring for 
Peter Gregg/TBN. 


Jackie Stewart is down to 
race 4 Broadspeed-prepared 
Group Capri. He was 


originally to drive with Jochen 
Mass, but the German is at the 
Spa 24-hour and Stewart's co- 
driver will probably be Jody 
Scheckter. 


SPA 


The highlight of the European 
‘Touring Car Championship come: 
this weekend with the Spa 24 
Hours, in which top contenders 
in Group 1 and Group 2 will be 
doing their best to survive the 
tortuous event. The continuation 
of the Ford and BMW batt! 

be renewed with Ford 


two works Capris backed by 
privateers with Mass, Fizpatrick 
and Heyer Koinigg in the works 
cars. BMW's attack comes from 
the two works cars for Hezemans, 
Quester and Amon/Stuck with 
Schnitzer fielding one car for 
Wollek/Jaussaud and two Alpina 
CSLs for Muir and Lauda. The 
four car Group 1 BMW team 
from Britain has been with- 
drawn at the last minute, but 
there's still plenty of competi- 
tion in this section. 

The event starts at 3pm on 
Saturday, and Richard Hudson- 
Evans will be covering the event 
on BBC radio. His first report 
will be on Sport on 2 on Satur. 
day afternoon and his broadcasts 
will ‘terminate with the closing 
stages on Sunday Sport, which is 
on Radio 1 


MISANO 


The Misano Adriatico 
which was the venue 
F5000 race which never happened 
fast month, is going to have 
another go this "weekend, thi 
time for Formula 2 cars, MRC 
reported that the circuit had 
definitely been licensed and that 
the race would be held. Because 
Of the proximity of the champion- 
ship round at Mantorp Park, and 
the long distances involved, very 
few championship contenders will 
be going to Misano where no 
championship points of any type 
will be on’ offer, Those going 
from Britain are Ronnie Peterson 
and Emerson Fittipaldi in the 
Texaco Stars, Colin Vandervell 
and Jacques Coulon in March 
BMWs and possibly | Roger 
Williamson's March-BMW. The 
entry will probably be made uj 
with the Brambilla brothers, $i 
vio Moser and Shangry’l 


OULTON PARK 


‘Over 250 cars have been entered 
for this Saturday's BARC North 
Western centre championship 
‘meeting at Oulton Park, which 
sees another round in the Castrol 
production saloon car champion- 
‘ship with Tony Lanfranchi's Shell 
Luxembourg BMW 3.0 SI having 
to contend with Stuart Graham 

new Camaro, Les Leston's Camaro, 


numerous Capris and the Esso 
Uniflo Alfas, while the classes 
should be well contested too. 
Seventy-two Formula Ford 
competitors are entered for the 
Wella for Men qualifying round 
with the fastest 30 going into the 
Championship race and the next 
30 going into a BARC Trophy 
race. Those left over will run in 
another race, which is combined 
with the Formula Super Vee 


‘Championship contenders. 

‘There is a maximum entry too 
for the ShellSport/Gregor Grant 
clubmen’s sports car race with all 
the top contenders taking part, 


Firenza si 
Forward Trust 
There's a formule 
in this full day's racin 


MALLORY PARK 


Twenty-lap races for Formula 3 
and Formula Atlantic highlight 
the Hagley & DLCC’s champion- 
ship meeting at Mallory this 
Sunday, with notable entries in 
the BP Atlantic race being Colin 
Vandervell, Ray Matlock, David 
Purley, John Nicholson, John 
Lepp, Jas Patterson, Cyd Wil- 
Hams and Peter Wardle. 

‘Lombard Formula 3 contenders 
include Silverstone sensation 
Tony Rouff, Russell Wood, 
Masami Kuwashima, Tony Brise, 
Mike Wilds, Alan Jones, Pedro 
Passadore, Leonel Friedrich, lan 
Taylor and Richard Robarts. Tony 
Hazlewood's 4.3 lire Daf 55 is 
favourite for the MCD special 
saloon race, with opposition from 

Escort TC, Brian 
IDA, Bob Fox's Mini 
t/e and the Group 2 Datsun 
Cherry, with Alex Clacher's Imp 
appearing in the 1-litre class, 

‘There are two races for Castrol 
production saloon contendei 
the entry being much the same 
fat the previous day's Oulton 
Park qualifier with Lanfranchi 
favourite for over £1,500 race 
honours and Bernard Unett 
Hunter tops for the other race. 
Other races are a Monoposto 
Championship round and a Shell- 
Sport Celebrity Mexico race, in 
which our own Ian Phillips will 


be making an appearance 
First race starts at 2 pm. 


@ At Brands Hatch on Sunday, 
the MGCC are running an event 
for cars of all ages and varieties, 
including a Townsend Thoresen 
Formula Ford Challenge and a 1- 
litre Kent’ Mesenger special 
saloon Challenge race. First race 
farts at 2.30 pm. 

@ The Vintage SCC are holding 
their second vintage car_ race 
meeting at Silverstone this Satur- 
day, with the main races being 
the Hawthorn Trophy for historic 
racing cars and the Boulogne 
‘Trophy for vintage racing cars 
‘There's also an allcomers historic 
racing car event as well as 
numerous handicaps and a parade 
of Rileys. First event starts at 
12.30 pm, 


@ Formula 5000 contenders will 
be campaigning at Mondello Park 
this Sunday in the Rothmans 
Championship round, and will be 
run in two 30-lap parts. Titled 
the Dublin GP, leading entries are 
Peter Gethin, Steve ‘Thompson, 
Tony Dean, Teddy Pilette and 
Chris Craft in Chevrons; van 
Lennep, Tom Belso and’ Guy 
Edwards in Lolas ; Brett Lunger, 
Bob Evans, Keith Holland 
Willie Green in Trojans; and 
David Oxton's Begg. 


© A snippet sent in by a reader 
from the Oxford Mail's report of 
the Avon Motor Tour of Britain: 

“Of the big names in 
event Prince Michael of 
finished 17th overal 
Capri 3000 one place 
former world champion Gral 
Hill who was driving 
Dachshund 180. 

‘We've heard of Denny the 
Bear—but Graham the Dog? 
© Dennis Falconer rang us l 
week to say that his Elden Fé 
mula Ford bodywork which first 
appeared on Johnny Gerber's 
World Cup winning ear, is now 
officially recognised by the RAC. 
Falconer said that his bodywork 
had come under official scrutiny 
for being outside the spirit of the 
regulation three times. recently, 
but it is now recognised until 
the end of this year, when For- 
mula Ford regulations as a whole 
will come under review. 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


WELL, THAT STOPS ALL 
( TWE ARGUMENTS 


ABOUT WHETHER 1T SHOULD 
BE CALLED THE JOUNALAYER 
‘es PRIX OR THEBRITSH. 


© Anowon 1973 
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GRANOPRIX, ITS Now BEEN 
COMPLETELY RENAMED... 


THEYRE GOING TOCALL IT 
‘WORLD WAR THREE” 


HOCKENHEIM 


Elford upsets form 


By JEFF HUTCHINSON 


Thanks to a bit of 
on a new interes 


at last Sunday's race 


ewd manoeuvring by the Motor Ch 
Hockenheim, They hired a turbo-Porsche from the 


of Stuttgart Interserie racing took 


factory for Vic Elford to drive and really gave regulars Leo Kinnunen and Willi Kauhsen 
something to think about, Kinnunen tried to turn up the wick of his turbo motor so high that 


his ear broke 
when his gearbox held out but thrott 
to Elford who was then able to cruise home 
standing as 


Elford had set a flying 1 m $4.6 s during practice. The simi 
and the non-turbo version of Ernst Kraus took second and third places overall after st 
‘behind the leading cars. 


‘A fresh and much needed wind of change 
blew through the ranks of Interserie last 
Sunday. Interserie organisers realised there 
was a very real danger of the series dying 
fon ‘its feet. Not because of a lack of good 
cars, but just good drivers and competitive 
racing, so the Hockenheim people dug a bit 
deeper into their pockets and came up with 
complete surprise for this race. Standing 
In the paddock was a mighty Porsche trans: 
porter which unloaded a fourth turbo-charged 
Porsche 917 on the entry for none other 
than very much “unretired™ Vie Elford 
Tt was all very much a last minute effort 
The Stuttgart Automobile Club had asked 
Porsche for another car, but Porsche were 
only Interested with the right driver. Most 
of them were tied up with the GP in Silver 
stone, but then Vic Elford happened to 
phone to ask about starting a 2-litre car and 
within a few more phone calls the deal was 
fixed. The car was the original test chassis 
for the Porsche 917/30. used. by Donohue 
this season, but In accordance with Pors 
customer agreement all the chassis was 
up. like the other 917 turbos at the 
Bolts in odd places along the side of the 
chassis where ‘it had been lengthened and 
shortened during tests made it look a bit 
Secondhand, but an attractive last minute 
Orange paint job from side sponsors Jager: 
made sure it looked OK from « 


very excited about driving the 
turbo car for the first time, his first experi- 
ence being a few laps around the Porsche 
test track on Friday morning before the car 
was loaded up and brought the few miles 
down the Autobahn to Hockenheim for him 
to try the car properly. Within # few laps 
he had set the best time of 1 m 587 5, 
just breaking the Fl record of | m 38.8 s set 
by Ickx two years ago. Vic was very 
impressed with the car's stability under 
braking while the effects of the turbo really 
took some getting used to, “Below 6000 
rpm the blower pressure drops and it's like 
& normal car, but then suddenly it feels as 
though you have been given a great push 
from behind and the acceleration is. in- 


credible.” Despite annoying things like a 
puncture and the rear wheels jamming on 
during the first Saturday session Vic knocked 
nother couple of seconds off his Friday 


time but had still not really got used to 
the car 

The final hour saw things really get hot 
for Interserie regulars Willi Kauhsen and 
Leo Kinnunen were obviously getting a bit 
put off by this outsider stealing all the lime: 
light. Rumours of Vic's car having a 5.4 
litre engine instead of the usual S-litre like 
theirs soon started to circulate. Well, they 
needed some excuse, didn't they ? 

Elford's performance had the desired effect, 
for Kauhsen responded with a 1 m 552 s 
and the works team looked worried—except 
for Vic who then went out 15 m before the 
end of practice and took pole position with a 


(s gearbox while holding « brief but strong lead, while Kauhsen wi 
‘cable did not handing over narrow first 
8 easy winner of 
jell. Kauhsen managed to finish the second part and took 
Kinnunen 10th overall which puts Kauhsen ahead in the poim 
compensation was a new outright circuit record of | m 36. 


less lucky 
,dvantage 
second part and on overall 

ih place overall with 
tandings once. again. 
(209.95 kph) although 
Turbo-Porsche of George Loos 
ry but 


fying 1 m 546 5 after just one clear flying 
lap. The next time round he was held up by 
slower traffic and then when another clear 
lap. came up the car spluttered to a stop 
with no petrol, so that was that. “Had I 
had the chance of a few more fying laps 
Tam sure I could get under 1 m 530, 
Vie said afterwards 

Both he and Kauhsen were Goodyeur- 
equipped, Vic's with the latest, wider diameter 
Indy-made tyres. Kinnunen was running his 
Usual Firestone rubber and they certainly 
seemed to lack a second or two over the 
Goodyear tyres which was backed up by 
Kinnunen's Finnish sign language for tyre 
vibration. Kinnunen’s best was 1 m 55.5 5 
While the fourth best time was the other 
Porsche turbo on the entry driven by George 
Loos. He set the only other time under 2m 
with a 1 m 59.6 s, although he felt he was 
Tosing turbo pressure. 

The only other turbocharged car in the 
entry was the McLaren M20 of Helmut Ken- 


leners running a 7.6-litre turbocharged 
Chevrolet engine built by Morand, Since 
Teddy Pilette VDS finally gave up their long 


struggle with Interserie and the turbocharged 
project Kelleners took his place at Morand, 
but he was having a lot of trouble with 
overheating problems. Extra oil coolers were 
mounted under the rear wing but Kelleners 
was still not very happy and did not better 
2m 26 s, which was slower than the F2 
times here recently, 
Then came the rest 


Ernst Kraus had his 
usual S.4-litre normally aspirated Porsche 
with a best of 2m 31 5 Michel Weber, 
Griving Helmut Kelleners’ last year McLaren 
MBF, which was also suffering overheating 
probiems despite its normally aspirated 8.1 
litre Chevrolet engine, was on 2 m 34 s 
Kelleners also drove the car and nobody was 
quite sure who had set the time. Making 
@ welcome return to Interserie since his 
horrifying Nurburgring accident was the 
Herbert Muller Ferrari 512M, rebuilt with 
the original engine and a new chassis 
Miller set a creditable 2 m 4.6 s. 
was taken by Reinhold Jost’s fa 
Lufthansa-backed Porsche 908/3 in which he 
recorded 2m 545 

Kaye Griffiths was driving his Glamorous 
International Girls-backed McLaren MSE 
His 86-litre Reynolds Chev powered car was 
10th quickest with a best of 2m 6.1 
Jurgen Barth put Georg Loos’ spare Porsche 
917 spyder on the sixth row of the grid 
with 2m 66's, the similar spare AAW car 
of Leo Kinnunen sitting alongside at 2 m 8.0 s 
with Finnish Super Vee driver Sirvio Lasse 
having bis second drive in the car. Next 
came. Swiss Gregor Fischer in a Sbarro 
bodied Lola spyder with a normal carburetter 
Chevvy engine, his best time 2m 108 s 
Local. German driver Gerhard Denu set 
2m 113 s with his 7.6-litre McLaren MSE, 
the ex-Loos car 

‘As at the Nurburgring the Hockenheim 


organisers decided to incorporate a 2-litre 

race within the  Interserie class, although 

they were not eligible for Interserie points 
‘money. Perhaps it was just as well, 

the next car on the grid was Rol 

who set 2m 114 5, 

GRD for 

1292. In all, 30 cars lined up for the sta 

the only one farther back on the grid than 

expected being the BRM P176 of David 

Hepworth. His hard-working men had 

sweated to get the car ready since the 
sting. missing the first practice session 

After three laps" practice they were faced 

with another al 

for the race unit had 

started to lose oll pressure after just three 

A brand new 7.6-litre was fitted for 

ace. Before the race the cars hai 

30-minute warm up period during which 

Michel Weber was out of the running when 

his McLaren engine broke its crankshaft. 


RACE 


After two really hot practice days race day 
dawned dull and wet, but fortunately by 
the time the race started it had stopped 
raining and the circuit was dry. Thirty cars 
followed the pace car around for the warming 
up lap, but all eyes were on the first three 
as it pulled off and the field surged forward 
to take the starting flag. Elford. was ahead 
at the first corner while Kinnunen came 
through from the second row to lead 
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Leo Kinnunen leads Vie Elford and Willi Kauhsen in the impressive Porsche display. 


Kauhsen as he went out of sight along the 
fast loop into the pine trees 
‘When they hurtled down the return straight 
Into the stadium for the first time it was 
Kinnunen who had already quite a 
lead to everyone's surprise. Elford was 
second place and Kauhsen a close third 
while already there was a definite gap before 
Kelleners and then Maller even 


had an even greater lead while Kauhsen had 
also taken Elford before the stadium. Elford 
tried to squeeze ahead again going into 
the tight Sachs Curve but the rear wheels 
locked up under braking and sent the car 
into a half spin. He managed to catch it 
‘again in time but the nose of the car had 
dropped off the edge of the track and du 
into the dirt. In driving out again the front 
got bent under and out of shape and was 
making terrible noises as it rubbed the track 
Vie drove slowly round and almost pulled 
into the pits but when the steering felt fine 
he changed his mind and carried on. Within 
a few laps the nose had worn away where 
it was rubbing anyway, so besides a bit of 
understeer all was weli, the whole incident 
not even costing him ‘his third place. 
Lap 2 was a very nasty one for Kelleners. 
Going into the first chicane just before touch- 
ing the brakes at maximum speed the left 
rear wheel suddenly turned in after the 
bottom link broke. It smashed into the rear 
‘end of the chassis and the tyre ripped itself 
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to pleces in an instant although somehow 

janaged to keep the car off the 
I had both my hands on one 
side of the wheel, pulling all I could to stop 
the car turning into the Armco.” he said 
afterwards. 

On lap three Hepworth’s progress through 
the field came to an abrupt halt when the 
engine started to pour out smoke. The belt 
drive to the water pump had broken and 
either pistons or head gasket were thought 
to have gone. Back up front things were 
not going at all as expected for Kinnunen 
‘was “still pulling ahead but his lead only 
lasted until lap 5 however. Suddenly it was 
Kauhsen who came round first, Kinnunen's 
car rolling slowly round a few seconds later 
with all drive gone. The gearbox mainshaft 
had sheared and it was not until after the 
race when Elford explained that Kinnunen 
had gone by him on the straight without 
any problem that the answer was obvious. 
‘The Wiley Finn realised that as things were 
in practice he would have no chance and 
had. put an extra turn on the turbo blower 
unit—an instant extra hundred or so horse- 
power. Although it was of course denied, the 
Proof stood in the broken gearbox which just 
Could not take all that power. 

With the Finn out the battle for the lead 
was once again close, Elford closing his lost 
ground on Kauhsen’ and taking the lead 
‘again for laps 12 and 13 of the 20-lap race, 
but then under braking for the stadium 


Kauhsen just sailed by and it was obvious 
the orange car was running out of brakes. 
By the finish Kauhsen had pulled out around 
5's over Elford. Loos remained a steady 
third throughout with enough power to stay 
Well ahead of Kraus in fourth place, but not 
enough ability to keep up with the front 
runners. Kraus just managed to remain un- 
lapped by the end of the race 

Fifth place went to JOst after Mull 
car had ‘stopped out on the circuit while 
‘sixth place went to Jurgen Barth after 
tremendous struggle with Kaye Griffiths. 
Griffiths managed to keep his nose ahead all 
the way through until the last lap when a 
slower car forced him to lift off and Barth 
found the quicker way past. Servio came 
in next after losing touch with this dice 
while ninth place went to Roland Heller who 
had little trouble leading the 2-litre class 
throughout and a lot of bigger cars besides. 

‘Sensibly the organisers lined up those that 
were left for the second part in the same 
starting order as the first so we had 
repeat of the first part start. This time both 
Kinnunen and Keuhsen powered past Elford 
and at the end of the first lap the order was 
Vike that, all three cars closely bunched and 
pulling ahead of the rest, Loos and Kraus 
took their usual station behind. Things 
remained static for the first four laps, but 
then at the start of the fifth a really slow 
and badly driven 24litre car managed to 
‘weave around the track in front of all three 
of the leaders and in the ensuing braking 
and fist-waving that went on Kinnunen ended 
up third behind Kauhsen and Elford, which 


Elford's car had its brake pads changed 
between heats but was still having problems 
although he managed to close the gap and 
was waiting his chance to pounce. It came 
going into the first chicane and he slipped 
head ‘going in. Having. "gone_ through, 
quick glance in the mirrors showed just 
‘empty track, for just as Elford had gone 
abead the throttle cable broke on Kauhsen’ 
£50,000 of it rolling to a silent halt 
want of a simple cable. 

‘By some dextrous manoeuvring Kauhsen 
‘managed to operate the throttle with one 
hand and steer the car with the other to 
get It slowly back to the pits although by 
this time the race was lost for him. It was 
fixed in time for him to carry on to take 
13th place which by the strange addition of 
positions on each part gave him sixth place 
overall still, fe, first plus 13 equals 14 points. 
Elford kept Kinnunen in his mirrors until 
the end to come in popular winner and 
of course take the overall win. Loos was 
‘once again third and found himself second 
overall after Kauhsen's problem while Kraus 
moved up to third. M@ller again: lost his 
place, this time after a quick spin which let 
‘ost ‘ahead and also assured Jost of fourth 
overall. JOst had spent half the race trying 
to find a way by Barth who took sixth 
place and fifth overall. His earlier dice 
with Griffiths never really materialising in 
the second part after the McLaren went 
sick and finally stopped out altogether with « 
slipping clutch. 

‘The only compensation for Kinnunen was 
‘a new outright record of 1 m 56.4 8 in the 
Second part. Although he managed to classify 
ninth overall he dropped behind Kauhsen in 
the points placings again. 

‘As to whether we see Quick Vic back in 
fan Interserie Porsche depends on the avall- 
‘ability of money, for unless either race 
Organisers or side sponsors can make it 
worth Porsche's while to race the car again, 
it is very unlikely. 


4s um 
nN oF Bterd 0 sure "iorbe), 2m AF m baw 
(5 Pormhe 917K urbe), 1m 2 


2 Ser eyor 


by Denny Hulme 


sawed out on to the grass and then there Peter had caught up to Emerson and the 
was this huge cloud of dust went up as pair of them closed up to Ronnie but when 
the car turned sideways and slid down the  Fittipaldi's gearbox quit Peter had a clear 
It looked like track. It kissed the pit wall half Backwards shot at Ronnie, pegged him back and passed 


eiNetd Me sa, - “Sok Sian towts celal out tne tae eet him fac ast freed to apt wi tin My 

Spein, but wee hed A ee eee ee. ae patos wen nae peat aT Ge mane 

the ecige on the witpraked very hard because 1 didn’t know [oiling off and started a vibration. 1 signalled 

Te eee Soacsuse Wich way he was going to spin or whether the’ Dits a couple of times that I was thinking 

of our regulations Clobber the wall and almost stop I ducked  Sb0Ut stopping but as the fuel load dropped 

stipulating behind him and Francois followed me through, the handling improved and I was able to 

deformable with Peter so close that he knocked part of -108€_ Up on James and Ronnie. James 

‘structure around Sewing off on Jody's wing. 'Scheckier was dropped the bail when he tried to slip by 

the fuel cells,” Sitting ‘there ‘with his arms up in the air, the Lotus going into Becketts and they both 

, fitting there with his arms up in the sit; slowed as they sorted themselves out which 

owas extremely lucky that the worst Hunt's March going into Stowe and then set 

Injury was Andrea de Adamich's broken ankle. off after Ronnie. He was having his problems 

Baby Bear didn't need any help from Gold It looked. like Indianapolis. all over. again, through Becketts which meant thet he wasn’t 

San See on ee cone mate ee 

Raby Bear aign't peed any wnelp trom Cold: Put we had ‘the ‘edge ‘on the indy “guys ail that quick on to the straight and he, must 
Boks te oP ble pacridee a, Sivaone.  ecause of our regulations stipulating deform fot out of shape, om the ron int Wi 

behind him through Woodcote at 138 mpho- ble. structure around the fuel cells, There f0U6, 10, ake, she chequered, flag Recuns 

porvigge and broken chairs all over the place. accident, but there was noire he suddenly backed right off as, s00n ase 


crossed the line. 1 had one hell of a job 


T'was Jody's bad luck that he lost iti Meanwhile Jackie, Ronnie and Carlos were frying to get out from behind him an 
buch b confined apace nd came beck scross  thunturhig long oct ts front unevace of ire Lune oe, set cut, from: bebind him ond 1 
the track,” If none of the other cars had mechanical carnage behind them and Jackie what was the scariest moment of the race 
it him it would have just been a one-car stood. on everything when he saw the red for me—even. more frightening than Jody's 
of the track It wouldn't have been as serious waved at Woodcote. He parked his Tyrrell have an accident. when he started” getting 
either. I'm sure he will get a lot of stick Om the straight, unbuckled his harness, jumped sideways, but I hadnt really anticipated being 
for the accident, Formula 3 driver going too out_and ran ilke hell for the pit wall’ in involved in an accident myself when the race 
fast in Formula 1 and that sort of thing, case he was hit from behind because there way all over! 
but he probably felt he had to live up to the wasn't anywhere else to leave the car. 
reputation that the press has been building "The field re-started about an hour later is 1 found myself in a fairly delicate position 
Up for him this season don't think it will original grid order snd thie time ft was Ronnie i” the closing laps because all my hard work 
affect his career—I just hope that he doesn't who made the best of it followed by Niki  {FYIMB tO get past Peterson was prompting 
take the praise oF ism too much Lauda in the BRM soon nailed by Jackie in him to close the gap on Peter in the lead, 
to heart. If you start believing your press the Tyrrell who latched straight on to Ronnie 34 Peter couldn't afford to relax for an 
clippings you're in. trouble. And and tried to go down the inside of him instant If Ronnie had passed him it wo 
only bappen in_motor racing. Look at Tony going into ‘stone. When’ I arrived at the be McLarens two-three, but if 1 could have 
Jacklin in golf, When he won the Open Corner Jackie was on the track but pointing Passed Ronnie it would have been McLarens 
he was the greatest guy in the business but out towards the wheat field and then he just  onetwo. As it turned out one-three was a 
now when he's not winning everyone is on seemed to accelerate into’ the wheat as {Aifly good compromise, all things considered 
his back. though his throttle had jammed. Ail I could Some words of praise for James Hunt are 
‘Jody could have semi-lost it because he see of him was the tall airbox of the Tyrrell definitely in order ‘and he certainly deserved 
had't very new tyre‘on one corner and he seything through the wheat like the periscope the ‘Siffert award, fourth place and fastest 
Could have hit some oll or water on the grid 0 @ submarine! Very odd lap. He drove a steady race and he was 
as he went across it to accentuate his dire wasn’t at all happy with the way my car never untidy either when 1 was. following 


problem, was handling and 1 let Peter past because him 
he was obviously running quicker than I was Fires 
1 suppose you could say that the Yardley Hea paeicer thea: 5 


fhe was following me. One of his 
nes was right’ down. to the canvas 


MeLe ated orsinated tne"tsct from star $d, could do. something about the two at ihe fnish and be told me he plans to Keep 

at fetuses. James Hunt was a problem I hadn't it as a souvenir. The Firestone tyres came 
to finish, what with Scheckter’s effort at the really. given. a lot of thought to before the good for this race, especially on Hunt's 
Start and Peter Revson's fantastic win 0 ace. “t had time for thought during it March but I think it was Hunt more than 
make him the first of the famous Ditton because pretty soon I was following him! the March that deserved the credit 


Roed Fliers" to bring off ‘a Grand Prix 
Sictory. Way eck is, the good old. days 
Rovvy shared o rambling old house in Ditton sfeLaren double act performed by Revson and Hulme. 
Hailwood and Tony Maggs and Peter is the 
fiat of ‘the four to break. his. GP. duck 

We were: in, pood shape durtug the, two 
days of practice because I had set. fastest 
time early on and Peter equalled my time 
with is Yardieybtac, but chen Ronnie Petr 
fon spoiled our arrangement’ by. pipping us 
tomn 

Tirsckoned 4 hed made the. best of ube 
start tnitlaly when the engine. just. faded 
fraction and. picked ‘up ‘again but by. that 
ime Ronnie was away inv the lead, Jacke 
Biorent tad ocean asoking sam roar the 
mann followed ‘him up from the. third. row 
to be in third. place as we rushed down to 
Stowe corner where duckie’ swept by ‘Ronale 
Sad" took off into the lead. "Jody wae lust 
Penind. me and. t ‘could see that ‘he. was 
atcting vp-2 In, scent Ca, Gres Spprench 
fo ence commer a0 I waved hin by ‘cosine 
{ior Woodcote because f' hed changed over 
Sia herd compound left froat (yee aod’ 
wwes'belng sbi cautious. I left. Jody" the 
formal line for ‘Woodcote. and then silt out 
Senind him {0\ cover’ his tail from: Cevert in 
the Tyrrell. AS we weet into Woodcate 
saw Jody's cat give up's bit of 8 wriggle 
Sed thought for sure he'd. catch Th but 
the wriggle, got progressively bigger "each 
time he tried to twist the whvel. it seemed 
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NURBURGRING 6-HOURS 


The winning BMW (12) with Stuck at the wheel is side-by-side with Lauda’s Alpina car. 


Innovations help BMW 
to one-two-three 


By PAUL THOMPSON 


a 


the 13th 6-hr touring car ra 
getting the BMW motor sport division unde 
Tittle ove 


for the Slitre Schnitzer coupe of Fitzpatrick/Stommelen/Heyer over 
inning of this year 

winner with the Braungart-designed CSLs and ai 

son. The normally Impenetrabl 


only BMW win of the year, At the 
Immediate ra 
reckoned on 


yelng competitive by mi 


at the Nar 


ering last year Jochen Neerpasch was just 


in Munich, having left Ford Cologne a 


‘a month earlier, As an unobtrusive observer, he witnessed a somewhat lucky win 


the Ford Capris—the 
The did not expect to be an 
infant organisation, but 
Neerpasch facade 


pened Into a huge, joyous smile this year when his leading drivers, Hans Stuck/Chris Amon, 
Tad home the second works car of Toine Hezemans/Dieter Quester/Harald Menzel, four laps 
Anead of the Alpina BMW of Lauda/Jolsten to complete the rout of Ford. It was Ford's 
Unhapplest weekend in a long time, with the Stewart/Fittipald! Capri going out with engine 


troul 
sively demolishing his car shared with Mi 
nerfed from behind. It was clear from 
pushed for BMW had a host of newly hom 
‘and larger, 3.5 engine. It 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Nine Capris versus nine BMWs in the b 
class, The first fullscale attack by both cor 
panies thi in the most important race 
For both, along with the Spa 24 hr. The big 
talking point was the 8 m 15.0 s time set 
by Stuck in testing the previous week, over 
10 s quicker than the official lap record of 
Mass at 8 m 253 s. The BMW was using 
the newly homologated wing set-up but still 
had the smaller 3.3 engine. Could he possibly 
reach the 5 m 10.0 5 mark with a bigger 
mill? What could the Capris manage in return, 
for homologation for their aerodynamic 
tweaks isn't due until October? 

Jochen Mass/Dieter Glemser and John 
Fitzpatrick/Gerard Larrousse were backed on 
this occasion by Jackie Stowart/Emerson 
Fittipaldi, The latter were in a white Good- 
year-shod car specially built to the latest 
Spec from the original prototype test car. 
Emerson was having his first saloon ride since 
his beetle days of 1968 in Brazil 

‘The three-pronged BMW attack had Hans 
Stuck/Chris Amon and Toine Hezemans/ 
Dieter Quester in the works cars. Harald 
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je early, Dieter Glemser ending up in hospital with thre 
‘and then Mass ending up on the roof 
rt of practice that the Capris would be hard- 


‘only Mass of the Capri drivers who could get withi 
pole-grabber Lauda, Stewart being 10 s slower. 


broken ribs, after comprehen- 
er being, 


ted goodies including t 


rear wing set-up 
Ts of 


Menzel found himself with a ride in the 
second works car for the race. The much- 
fancied Alpina/Jigermeister duo had N 
Lauda/Hans-Peter Joisten in the recent 24-hr 
winning model and Brian Muir/Alain Peltier 
In the freshly repainted Gartlan/BMW Con- 
cessionaires job, The Schnitzer CSL had yet 
Snother co-driver for Vittorio Brambilla in 
the form of Henri Pescarolo after an entry 
from Arturo Merzario was cancelled. All the 
BMWs except that of Muir arrived with the 
which is wooden and 


the down pressure, while compensation at 
the front comes from the deep vertical spoiler 
and a couple of strakes on each wing. Neer- 
pasch ran his team on 3.3-litre mills while 
fore development work is carried out on the 
Digger job. 

‘Alpina, on the other hand, do their own 
development and they had the 3.5 for Lauda/ 
Joisten and a spare for the Gartian car which 
arrived with the normal 3.3. It is generally 
accepted now that the Schnitzer car has had 
2 big 35 engine which must have around 
400 bhp. Fuller benefits should be seen with 
the appearance of the 24-valve motor, also 


homologated on July 1, Development on this 
is going ahead in Munich and it should be 
seen before the end of the year. 

Backing for BMW came from a tatty ex- 
Schnitzer CSL entered by Herbert Muller 
Racing for Swiss Walter Brun/Cox Kocher, 
a couple of attractive but slow private Ger- 
mans and an even slower Si. Ford had back- 
up service from Team Europa Mobel with a 
last year's Capri for Klaus Fritzinger/Hans 
Heyer. 

‘The usually abounding 2-litre division had 
very little in the way of competitive 
machinery, just a handful of Escorts and 
BMW 2002s to challenge Alfa Romeo's lead 
with the three-year-old GTAms. The Alfetta 
will not be seen again until possibly Zand- 
voort, while more development is carried out, 
#0 Autodelta had the usual pair of GTAms 
for Carlo Facetti/Spartaco Dini and Teodoro 
Zeccoli/Massimo Larini, Dieter Basche had 
his usual GS BMW 2002 for himselt/Manfred 
Mohr whilst new faces in different cars were 
(for ETC) Helmut Kolleners/Gunter Steck- 
Konig in a Koepchen 16-valver and Albrecht 
Krebs/Harald Ertl in the former's Schnitzer 
example. That man Helmut Koinigg appeared 
in the fastest Escort from Zakspeed, palred 
with Werner Schommers, while in the sister 
car were Hartmut Kautz/Thomas  Betzler. 
That was it, No Brodi 
Emanuelsson, Akersloot, Bros 
no Hanson or Woodman. In 
much German dominated in the total 112-car 
entry, There were, however, classes down to 

re, with nearly everything thrown in, the 
main eye-catcher being the European competi- 
ation’ début of a Toyota Celica GT 1600 for 
Freddy Kottulinsky/Ove Andersson. 

They allaw plenty of practice time at the 
"Ring—6 hr on Friday and 7 hr on Saturday, 
The Amon/Stuck BMW had not arrived from 
Munich and it was the ever-efficient Ford 
team who were out for training in full force 
their three cars topping the list by midday. 
Things were getting into the swing in the 
afternoon, however, and although Mass was 
quickest, ‘Lauda had made an appearance to 
knock Stewart and Fitzpatrick down to third 
and fourth. Still, things looked good at this 
stage for Ford, for Brambilla, next fastest in 
the Schnitzer CSL, was 5 s slower than Fitz, 

Saturday saw the battle heat up with « 
full complement turning out in the morning. 
Stewart found a little more with a new rear 
‘axle ratio to suit the Goodyears but Fittipaldi 
could not get much more practice in when 
the crankshaft went necessitating a change for 
the afternoon. With rain arriving in the after- 
noon, the Scot was quickest, but he had to 
be content with his Friday time which wa 
good enough for fourth slot on the grid, Th 
BMW from Munich had arrived and de 
improving their times, the Capris were ousted 
off the front row, Stuck getting down to 8 m 
20.4 s and keeping at the top of the list until 
shortly before the lunch break when Lauda 
got everything to bis liking and turned in an 
Sm 17.3 5, 

Alpina were well prepared, having won the 
24hr race a couple of weeks earlier, but 
various in fu 
benefit from the new wing. 
running on the hot side through Thus 
there was too much oil in the sump, but 
some plumbing had more returning to the 
catch ‘tank. The wing causes considerable 
understeer which troubled Lauda but after 
juggling with suspension settings, tyre pres- 
sures and softening the roll bar the Austrian 
picked up that pole position without any 
further problem. The second car had an event- 
ful weekend, Muir never really looking lke 
he would join the really quick boys and 
Peltier a good bit slower. 

Herr Schnitzer always seems to prefer 
drivers prone to prangs and his CSL, which 
seamed very slow, had a good shake-up over 
the three days, The car looks different from 
the other CSLs now it retains the 
shallower, angled front air dam, rounder 
(vented at the rear) wheel arches and still 
sits lower. Brambilla managed a few spins on 
Friday while Pesca did it properly on Satur- 
day and deranged the suspension. The team 
spent most of the night on this and also the 
engine, including the fitting of a new air 


1 


box. The other two works Capris sat on row 
2 handicapped mainly by the new BMW 
tweaks. Mass eventually got down to & m 
23.0 3 with Glemser a fraction slower while 
Fitz was just a couple of seconds quicker 
than Larrousse on & m 27.9 s. The Fritzinger, 
Heyer Capri was bothered with a misfiring 
motor through training before this was 
changed on Saturday night, Their § m 40.8 s 
fastest lap just got them into the fastest 
group before a huge 15 s gap to the next 
group which held the fastest 2-litre cars. Mohr 
finally managed 8 m 55.4 s in the GS 2002 
to pip Koinigg/Schommers in the Escort by 
07's. Basche was just a little slower. Dini 
hhad the quickest Alfa, just 0.1 s behind the 
Kelleners BMW and was obviously looking (0 

ity to keep himself, Facetti and Auto- 
in the hunt for they were over 8 5 
than Kautz/Betzler in the next fastest 


‘The atmosphere was unusually subdued on 
Indeed it had been lacking all 
weekend. The cars were lined up early while 
& baton-waving group of drum majorettes 
flashed their thighs and entertained the crowd 
thered opposite the pits. The rain appeared 
jone away after coming down steadily 
just before Il am the 76-car 
round the loop for the rolling 
start, Lauda took the initiative, leading Stuck, 
Mass, ‘Stewart, Fitzpatrick, Hezemans and 
Mulr’ together, Brambilla, 'Fritzinger, then 
Kolnigg. Mohr and the rest. Muir managed 
to get through round the South Curve and 
as the dregs trailed out into the country 
everyone gathered themselves together to 
wait and see how they would sort themselves 
out on the first lap. Ford hopes looked good, 
for Mass was in front, not giving an inch to 
Lauda with Stuck and’ Stewart 


surprisingly far ahead of Mohr and Kellener 
‘Mass had one more lap in front before Lauda 
went ahead again with Stuck in tow. The 
ap opened a little behind the leading quartet 


With Brambilla now In front of Fitz and Heze- 
‘all 


mans with Muir further back. Koinigg w: 
alone behind Fritzinger and another wait 
Kelleners, the Czadek/Scheld CSL, Facet 
wheel-waving Alfa and the Martini CSL of 
Becker. 

‘Mohr was in the pits with a front spring 
having dropped on the damper and Facetti 
collected a puncture, changed in super quick 
time, so that he rejoined just in front of 
Zeccoli and the two Alfas circulated together 
for another lap before Facetti started pulling 
away again. ‘The Toyota meanwhile with 
Kottulinsky in the hot seat was slowly catch- 
ing Zeccoli and going like the clappers, fifth 
in the 2-litre division. 

Lauda was really in the groove up front 
setting the fastest lap next time round, but 
the race was settling with the Mass and 
Stewart Capris hanging on to Stuck—justt 
‘The next three were dropping back now in 
the order Vittorio B, Hezemans and Fitz. This 
bunch were really scrapping fiercely and after 


one hour and seven Japs, the Dutchman had 
managed (o put 3 s between himself, V.B. 
and Fitz who were neck and neck! Lauda, 
though, was clear with 9 s over Stuck who 
had seven over Mass. Stewart was further 
back and obviously fighting hard with his 
Goodyear tyres as he opposite-locked his way 
round, Muir was fighting hard with vicious 
understeer and the motor sounded a little 
rough too, so that he wasn't far from being 
lapped but still had a couple of minutes over 
Fritzinger. 

Koinigg led the 24itre cars in 10th place 
well ahead of Kelleners. Brun and Czadek 
Were still together ahead of the private Capri 
Of Weiss, the two Alfas and the Toyota. So 
far we had only lost the Ruiz-Gimenez Capri 
which blew its engine at Aremberg on the 
third Jap, but in the second hour they started 
dropping by the way. The Schmidt Capri also 
Went off at Aremberg and Brambilla charged 
the Armco at Metegesfeld. Then the pit stops 
came and the order changed. 

‘Stewart had come in early after nine laps 
to pass over to Fittipaldi, Koinigg stopped, 
took on fuel, but the 2 m lead dwindled as 
Schommers tried to get the starter working 
to no avail. Stuck and Mass passed over to 
‘Amon and Glemser with no problems, but it 
was interesting to note how much quicker 
were the BMW team. Then Joisten took over 
from Lauda after Hezemans had passed over 
to Quester, The latter managed two laps 
before pitting after locking up and spinning 
at Hohe Acht. A new tyre was fitted before 
another stop for brake adjustment and atten- 
tion to the bodywork which had clipped the 
barrier in the spin, Larrousse took over from 
Fitz without drama and Peltier from Muir in 


dly warmed up before an 
‘at Kallenhardt totalled the 
Teading Capri and hospitalised Dieter with 
three broken ribs to add to those fractured 
‘on the Olympia Rally. The cause is not really 
known. Mass had told of play in the steering 
when he handed over but this was checked 
and found to be correct. Three laps later 
Fittipaldi brought the third placed Capri into 
the pits and retirement with the head gasket 
gone. A lap later it was Joisten who limped 
in with the front wheel bearings gone and 
mechanics set about changing them. All this 
activity saw quite a change on the leader 
board, so that after 20 laps just before the 
Shr mark Amon had a lap over Larrousse, 
Peltier, Heyer and Quester 

‘The’ private Capri of Ludwig was going 
steadily in sixth on the road well ahead of 
Scheld's BMW and then the class-leading 
Alfa of Facetti with 2 m over the Impressive 
Toyota, now being slung. around by Anders- 
son. Schommers had been rocketing through 
the field since the pit stop and w 
followed by Krebs and Larini an 

‘stopped at the Fuchsrore 

Krebs was in the pits 
with the gear lever broken 
happened to Ertl at the start, 
but there was little that could be done so 
they finished with a stump and pair of tender 
hands. Hardly had the field settled again 
when Amon brought the leading BMW in for 
new tyres and fuel and Stuck was out again, 
Still in the lead. 

Larousse was still second, but Heyer had 
climbed to third at the expense of Peltier 


who could not match the pace of Muir who 
took over again with the oll pressure sinking, 
He lasted to lap 30 when the engine finally 
blew. 

Joisten was si 


hat this point, but on the 
27m tour he, was in the pite again, baving 
one half a lap on the rim when Ne picked 
ip puncture, and dinged the Armco, ‘The 
Stspension needed rebuilding and Lauda was 
back in the fray, five laps Behind the leader 
Quester handed’ over, to Menzel just. as 
Schommers ‘retired the ‘Escort with broken 
fear suspencion. Stuck stopped again but only 
to wipe down an olly windscreen and when he 
‘went out again Kt was nearly to his doom as 
Zn ‘errant Fiat biffed him in the side. When 
Unrrousse brought the second "placed Capri 
Infor ite second. stop, Kranefuss decided to 
fend ‘out Mast after Stuck. It looked. like 
good move ‘but Ford were really out-of hick 
for Jochen was nerfed by a Mint, causing & 
punctare and ax he drove back to the pita he 
Waved past a 2002 which promptly answered 
by'sending ‘him off at Brunncnen and the 
Capri ended up on its root 

"There was hope for Ford, however, for 
Fritzinger was now up {0 stcond ahead of 
Menzel. Alas, the hub broke and Fritz headed 
for the pite where the whole thing. was wired 
Up allowing im’ to finish the race. slowly. 
This lett BMWs firsc and second and, "you 
wouldn't believe it, but the Alfa. of Facettt 
‘was third ahead of Welss in the private Capri 
Snd the Toyota, Laude was hammering back 
Through the ‘Acid, then ERI dicing with, the 
second Alfa 

‘Amon was in the leading CSL for the last 
int with Hezemans two" laps behind. 
managed to unlap himself once, and that Is 
ow they finished. The Alfa had to. give up its 
third. place to the fying "Lauda a. Tew laps 
Before’ the finish while’ Welss/Ludwig. sal: 
aged afew points for Ford. with fay, 3m 
shad “of ine Tayota whieh” had” ach "a 
Wonderful debut. The. only time it sto 
war for fuel and. driver changes’ and ene 
op was slightly. longer when the regulator 

checked as the alternator was not chara: 

Ertl had pulled away from Zeceo), this 
pair being a lap ahead of next chr up, the 
BMW'1600 ‘of Hegels Tibor and the patched: 
up Fritzinger Capri, In 10th 

‘the BMW (pits gathered on the pits road 
as Amon swept past to notch up an important 
victory. All the Ford personnel had long. since 
Tetired to the paddock, Quester did. a. Chap: 
‘man as Hezemans. roared. in-and Neerpasch 


showed a big smile, After the presentation, 

Wwe left Amon still wondering about his frst 

vietory for many months and Stuck dancing. 

fon the table in the Press office demanding 

more champagne from Lucki Scheur, the press 
‘@ tremendous boos 

to Spa this 


officer. This 
who must gi 
favourites. 


for BMW 
‘weekend as 


seo Roce SSwiare st 2, sn 


soe, Mwroent rmee/Maraa ee 2.0 BM Sennen 
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partes 
Congratulations to Gordon Spice and Stanley Robin- 
son, who finished second, wearing Griffin Helmets in 
the Tour of Britain. 


JET HELMET Polycarbonate FULL-FACE HELMET Glass Fibre 
Model: GRIFFIN Type No. 500 Model: GRIFFIN Type No. FF2 S.S. c/w shatterproof visor 


Solid Colour (white) £6.95 Range of metal flake and solid colours 


pe a Bed £8.95 Designed in conjunction with Graviner for use with their life 
£36 


GRIFFIN Type No, 700 Se een we oe 


£9.95 
Standards BS! 2001 1972, 2.901 ANSI, 1971. TNO ACU Hydron optically correct visors 
approved. (Polycarbonate No-Mist) £3.99 


GRIFFIN HELMETS LIMITED 


HIGHFIELD ROAD, CRADLEY, HALESOWEN, WORCS. Tel : Cradley Heath 64343. 


formula one 


21 Ganton Street Carnaby Street 
London wiv 1LA Telephone: 01-437 3968 


THE BIG HEALEY PEOP) 
D.S. Motor Engineering Co. 


Single Layer Nomex Overall, white 

Single Layer Nomex Overall, blue or orange 

Double Layer Nomex Suit, made to measure, | 
ate and saaseacanae! with a choice of three 
colours | 


Triple Layer Nomex Suit, available in white, blue 
or orange, made to measure, embroidered and 
striped 3 


Nomex Vest, polo necked 

Nomex Vest, with extra long polo eke 

Nomex Long John Pants 

Nomex Socks, knee length 

Nomex Balaclava 

Gloves, Nomex back, leather ‘palm 

Gloves, Nomex Two Layer, full hand coverage . 

Gloves, Nomex Three ieee a Fcc tte long 
arm 


‘WE HAVE MOVED TO LARGER PREMISES: 
1-7 CORSICA STREET, HOLLOWAY, 
LONDON, N.7 TEL : 01-226 5821/4 


We offer a comprehensive service for the big 
Healey owner, full workshop facilities for all 
types of work. Comprehensive Healey spares. 
Our stock includes: Road rally cylinder head 
conversions (ready to fit with all new valves, 
guides, etc.) £58.00. 


6 branch exhaust manifolds £30.00. Glassfibre 
and steel panels, badges, body miouldings, etc. 
All engine parts, 14 leaf rear springs, standard 
springs, Koni damper conversions, Standard 
Armstrong dampers, all brake parts, etc, etc. 
S.A.E. for full lists. 


Westover Nomex Boots 
Pit Signal Boards . 

Tank Tape, colours white, black or silver. 
Bob Evans Safety Visors 3 
Bell Star Helmets 


Plus a full range of Bell accessories. 


Alll prices are inclusive of vAT and our new catalogue is 
now available on request. 
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Rally record 


“Our engine 
had a flat-spot 
the size of New 
South Wal 
and he had 

finished way 


Be 
J 


down so that we 
were lying 
47th" 


Touring with 


Several mcnths ago when I was approached 
by Barrie Gill and asked if I would like to 
co-drive In the Datsun team for the Tour of 
Britain and as he seemed to assume that I 
wouldn't have to break open my piggy bank 
to pay the bills, I sald yes. It then occurred to 
me to ask who was gcing to be driving: 
Kallstrom perhaps, or Mehta for was this not 
a rally ? No, it was to be Frank Gardner, the 
doyen of touring car pilots, and my heart 
fell at least to my knees. T got some reassur- 
ance when I learnt that for my fee I would 
not be reading pace notes round Oulton Park 
or Snetterton, though the more I got to know 
Frank, the more I regretted that we should 
have to step out at the circuits, 


‘The first time that w 
‘ment had been made was at a hurriedly con- 
Vened meeting before I left to go on the 
Safari, It was also the first time that we met 
our sponsor, David Joliffe of Datsun Baker 
Street. Frank was given the job of sorting out 
the cars and initially the engines went to 
David Wood though later Janspeed did the 
work on them when time started to run 
short, T even missed the first test day when 
all drivers and team personnel had their photo: 
graphs taken up at Oulton Park and I think 
that Frank must have begun to think that 
his co-driver was an hallucination, There were 
all sorts of dramas before we got down to 
Bath including one memorable test session at 
Snetterton just after Frank had discovered 
Kleber tyres when Kleber turned up thinking 
that we had already got the tyres and we 
turned up thinking that they had brought them 
with them, Still the relationship survived that 
and we eventually used them for the whole 
distance. 


et after the agree- 


‘One thing that particularly impressed me 
about Frank was that there was never a time 
when one could detect that he was the most 
successful saloon car driver of all time—no 
sign of the prima donna that is alleged to 
lurk in every racing driver. You could come 
to a race circuit and tell him what time the 
car had to be in the paddock ready for the 
race and then wander away certain in the 
knowledge that both he and the car would be 
on their marks without any further chivying. 
‘Most times during a rally, one has to practi- 
cally keep handcuffs on the driver to ensure 
that he doesn’t drift away and get lost just 
when you ought to be checking out, In this 
respect, I couldn't have impressed very much 
fas I got lost between the hotel (in Bristol) and 
the Datsun garage (in Bath) and turned up 
just before we were due to go to scrutineer- 
ing at the Avon factory in Melksham. Unlike 
some pre-rally scrutinies, this one was very 
painless and Peter Jowett is to be com- 
Dlimented both on his team’s efficiency and 
also on the lack of temperament displayed. 


I overshot Benett Street on the way back 
te the pare fermé and took the entire Datsun 
train on an un-guided tour of Bath but I am 
happy to report that it was the last naviga- 
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tional error of the weekend. Anyway, by this 
time I had been jntroduced to the inimitable 
Gardner style of humour so nothing seemed 
too bad or sericus, However, he was in a far 
from humorous vein when the cars came off 
the track at Liandow after the first race for 
not only had our class drawn the only wet 
race, but our engine had a flat-spot the size 
‘of New Scuth Wales and he had finished way 
down so that we were lying 47th overall! 
Even then, he only commented that it was a 
new experience for him and most of his dis. 
pleasure was directed at himself for he had 
left his own car until last of the three to 
prepare, We never did get the trouble fully 


Frank 


sorted out but a change of carburetters, coil 
‘and distributor at 

more I 

although 


vo 


one can accept that a Group 1 car 


Hedtreeneeerneanens 


COOL 


by John Davenport 


is a bit slow compared with a Group 2 Camaro 
or an Escort RS, a slow Group 1 car that is 
not performing correctly is even more infuriat- 
ing. On the stages, we managed quite well 
considering that his last experience of driv- 
ing unseen roads was on the 12,000 mile 
Ampol Trial in Australia “some years ago. 
Somecne deserves credit for the night halt 
at the Post House Hotel in Birmingham at 
Great Barr, Despite great overloading at 
reception, we all got rooms and the service 
was totally unflappable though what the non- 
rally residents must have thought, I don't 
know. My only criticism was the route march 
to the bedroom but that was just good pre- 
paration for what was to come, The next 
morning we stepped round Tony Lanfranchi's 
oll puddle and got up to Oulton Park as 
fast as possible to get the carburetters off 
David Jollife’s road car and in the race it went 
so well that Frank got home ahead of Graham 
Hill and Tony Fall in the other Datsun: 
though I did hear stories of track-widening 
at Knicker Brook. My man was much happier 
now that he had “a real race” and we tucked 
Into. some of Oulton’s excellent food before 
Santa Pod, This Drag Festival 


heading for 
ntly a two day meeting and so far 


Great interest was caused on the Tour by Graham Hill's entry in the Datsun Bluebird toam. 
Above he is seen racing at Oulton, while he proves a most popular figure in Bath (below). 
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Rally record 


as we could see by the general appearance of 
the enthusiasts, they must have been dragging 
‘around for at least that time, Frank christened 
it the last outpost of the hippies and I des- 
cfibed it as an altar of Americanism ; perhaps 
the feeling was mutual for our lot got booed 
for lack of noise and smoke, and we presum- 
ably held up the real runs into the bargain. 
‘A non-event all round and the only interest 
ing thing to come out of it was the comparison 
of times between the cars in the classes. 

Silverstone was pleasant enough but we 
were starting from the fourth row of the grid 
every time due to the slow time at Llandow 
50 Hill took off to dice with Rod Mansfield 
‘and Stovin-Bradford leaving Gardner and Fall 
to entertain a couple of Mexicos and the 
rowd, The biggest disappointment to Frank 
was the Datsun’s performance at Snetterton 
Which is a circuit he knows exceptionally 
well having done 


Start which put him fourth after Sear the mob 
Went past him on the straight and it was 
only the demise of Colin Malkin and the set 
backs of Denis Thorne that allowed him 
to drive back to fourth at the finish. Still 
he was pretty annoyed about it and when 
we got back in the car, he gave me a 40m 
Tesson in. how to express your feelings 
about motor cars and their drivers. In the 
Alst minute he asked me not to print 
any of it s0 you will have to sign on individu 
ally at the Gardner School of Free Speech. 
We stopped off for breakfast at his house 
in St Neots which by all accounts beat the 
Bram Stoker air of the Alconbury Motel 
by about 6000 per cent and then we arrived 
at the Knebworth stage where the C of C was 
fon hand to incite us to walk the course by 
saying that Gordon Spice held the record with 
17 m_30 5, Trained by our hike to the room 
in Birmingham, we stil o! wed 18 m 
30 s, but both drivers blotted their copybook 
by spinning on the same bend though for 
pice it was considerably more serious. Thus 
by the time we got to Brands, Frank was quite 
resigned to his lowly place and when the 
car went slower with every lap, he didn’t 
show any frustration at all, though a gleam 
did enter his eye before the last run through 
Dodington Park and we had one of our best 
stage Tuns on the whole event. 
‘After a somewhat inglorious event, the 
true professional finally triumphed at the 
‘he was called up. by Anthony 
yy something about the event. He 
Started by thanking Avon and the BRSCC 
for running it in the first place and then 
saying how they and his own sponsors had 
given @ young lad like him a chance to shine. 
He particularly thanked Stuart Turner for 
i up the numbers and hoped that James 
hadn't developed too strong a taste for 
saloon cars, His final crack came when some. 
body suggested that he might be tired and 
he thought that a “‘twelve-hour stare at the 
inside of his eyeballs would put everything 
right." Irrepressible, that’s him. 
Ford's Peter Ashcroft tells Rosemary Smith all 
-about timing! 
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Mexico bashing time at Llandow 


Vern Schuppan's Consul may not have been very competitive, but it was spectacular, 
A Moskvich attempts to destroy straw bales at Dodington (below). 
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Satra Motors Limited, (Moskvich Division), 


It had to happen. 


It’s happened to the Escort. 

It’s happened to the Mini 

It’s happened to the Cortina 
And now it's happening to Moskvich 

‘That's the trouble when you 
produce a great standard saloon that does 
So well in competitions. 

Other people start looking at its 
successes, and thinking what they could 
do with it if they hotted it up! 

So they strip it down, bore out its 
cylinders, and put big fat boots on it. And 
start proving all over again that its tough 
suspension and rugged construction can 
take just about anything. 

It's OK. by us. We know our 


Canada Road, Oyster Lane, Byfleet, Surrey. Telephone: Byfleet 44221 


Moskvich will live up to the highest 
expectations! 

But we would just like to remind 
you that it's doing pretty well left as it is. 
Our success in the Group One Production 
Car Championships proves that — we 
were overall champions twice in our 
very first year of racing. 

But after all, when you design a 
car to withstand the Russian winter, you 
n be pretty sure it will be able to handle 


anything even the most gruelling 


competition could provide. 
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A member of the SATRA group of companies. 


FOR MOSKVICH IN BEDFORDSHIRE 
contact 


DUNSTABLE DOWNS 
GARAGE 


3 Tring Road 
Dunstable, Beds 
Tel: Dunstable 63231 


DEMONSTRATIONS A PLEASURE 
FULL SPARES & SERVICE 


= 


The saloon car 

with 

sporting success 
AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 

MMR) Moskvicw DEALERS 


MOSKVICH IN BIRMINGHAM 
contact 


KINSON MOTORS (B’HAM) LTD. 


MOSKVICH IN WARWICKSHIRE 
OUR CARS 4th AND 9th IN CLASS ON 
‘AVON TOUR OF BRITAIN 
FOR TEST DRIVE RING 021.554 4199. 
Demonstrators available. Specialist mechanics 
See us at Oulton Park on 21st July, Mallory 22nd July 


KINSON MOTORS (B’HAM) LTD 
163 SOHO ROAD 
HANDSWORTH 
BIRMINGHAM 18 


contact 


BROOKLANDS GARAGES LTD. 


WILLOW GROVE 
CHISLEHURST 
KENT 
Tel: 01-467 9606 


MOSKVICH MAIN DEALERS FOR LONDON & KENT 


)MMEDIATE DELIVERY OF ALL MODELS FROM 
STOCK. CHOICE OF FULL COLOUR RANGE 
DEMONSTRATORS AVAILABLE. FULL SPARES, 
SERVICE. PX AND HP FACILITIES ARRANGED, 


FOR MOSKVICH IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
contact 


J. & C. M. FRITH LTD. 


470-490 London Road 
Wycombe Marsh 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
Tel: 0494 34511 
‘ALL MODELS AVAILABLE FOR DEMONSTRATION 


ALSO FULL SPARES AND SERVICE FACILITIES 


[ FOR 100°/, MOSKVICH IN LIVERPOOL 
contact 


BOLTON & SONS 
(Autos) LTD. 


Pilch Lane 
Liverpool 14 
Tel: 051-489 6321 


EARLY DELIVERY ON ALL MODELS 
FULL SPARES & SERVICE 


FOR MOSKVICH IN HERTFORDSHIRE 


contact 


B. C. CANNON, LTD. 


New River Service Station 
High Road 
Broxbourne 


Please telephone Hoddesdon 64567 
for demonstrations and prompt 


attention 


FOR MOSKVICH IN MANCHESTER 


contact 


PARADE AUTOS 


Range Garage 
131 Withington Road 
Whalley Range 
Manchester 16 
Tel: 061-226 4411 
DEMONSTRATORS AVAILABLE 
ALSO SERVICE & SPARES 
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The saloon car 
with 
sporting success 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 
MOSKVICH DEALERS 
FOR moskvicH IN NORFOLK 
NTACT 
MANOR GARAGE 


Hilgay 
IT] 


Downham Market 
Southery, Norfolk 
Moskvich in Northamptonshire 
CONTACT 


Tel: Southery 291 
MAIN DISTRIBUTOR 
GRAYS OF THRAPSTON 
NENE VALLEY FILLING STATION 


ALL MODELS AVAILABLE 
Oundle Road, Thrapston 


ASHLANDS 
GARAGE LTD. 


For Moskvich in Staffordshire 


Seaaarishal Road 

Hartshill 

Stoke-on-Trent 
Tel : Stoke-on-Trent 
For Moskvich 

in Suffolk 

BRAMFIELD 
GARAGE 


(0782) 44584 or 47330 
Bramfield 


Halesworth 
Tel: Bramfield (098684) 223 


MOSKVICH IN SURREY 


Drive away a new Moskvich in one hour! ! 
only at 


AYEBRIDGES 
GARAGES LTD. 


Thorpe Lea Road 
Egham, Surrey 
Tel: Staines (81) 56100 


FULL SPARES & SERVICE FACILITIES 
Kettering, Northants 

Tel: Thrapston 2319 

DEMONSTRATION CARS ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

Your Dealer in Somerset 
MOSKVICH—MARATHON BRED AND RALLY TESTED 

Tween Town, Cheddar 

Tel: Cheddar (0934) 742444 


Ist CLASS SALES, SERVICING 
AND REPAIR FACILITIES 


Your Friendly Sussex Dealer 
W. HARBOUR & SON 


LIMITED 


Copthorne Garage 
Smallfield Road 

Copthorne Bank 

Near Crawley, Sussex 

Tel: Copthorne (6293) 2110 
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For Moskvich 


DAN BRADBURY 
LIMITED 
m 


in Sheffield 


The saloon car 
with 
sporting success 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO 
MOSKVICH DEALERS 


mm 


224-230 London Road 
Sheffield S2 41Z 

For Moskvich in Twickenham 

CONTACT 


PARADE CAR 
SALES LTD. 


90-94 Staines Road 


Moskvich in Worcestershire 


BEOLEY GARAGE 
SALES LIMITED 


Bransons Cross 
Alcester Road, Beoley, Redditch 
Tel: Tanworth-in-Arden 2553 


100% SALES—SERVICE—SPARES 


Twickenham, Middlesex 
Tel: 01-894 4665 
DEMONSTRATION CARS AVAILABLE 
FOR MOSKVICH IN WALES 
contact the experts 
JOHN BEVAN 
CAR SALES 


MOSKVICH RETAIL DEALER 
IN WEMBLEY 


contact 


KEITH MOTORS LTD. 


Wembley Hill Road 


Wembley 
pray — Tel: 01-903 2826 
Llansamiet 5 
Swansea The Enthusiastic Dealers 
Tel: 0792 72524/76215 | esomeenn| in Wembley 


Your Moskvich Dealer 
in Wiltshire 


CHILMARK GARAGE 


LIMITED 


Salisbury 
Tel: Teffont (072287) 302 


Our Avon Tour successes: 
CUP WINNERS 1st IN CLASS D 
ON STANDARD TYRES. 
For a winning deal come to 


EUROWAY CAR CENTRE 
(Huddersfield) LTD. 


BLACKMOORFOOT ROAD 


CROSSLAND MOOR 
HUDDERSFIELD HD4 5NT 


Tel: Huddersfield (0484) 53838 


Chilmark 
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Special stage 


BRIEFLY 


@ Regulations for the Gremlin 
(8/19 August) appeared. last 
week: Start will be at Gibbs 
Bros, Tredegar, and of 230 miles 
route 190. will be on metalled 
public roads, which makes com- 
Petitors wonder if the remaining 
40 will be at Eppynt as last year 
Maps 154, 140. and 141 will 
define the’ route, the entry fee 
is £4.75 and details come from 
Andrew Clark, 13. High Street 
Brecon. (Brecon 2865.) 


@ The Manx Trophy regulations 
have also just been published 
The format seems much the 
same as previously, with the 
event starting from ‘Douglas at 
6 pm. on. the Friday, 7th 
September. Entry fee is £30 and 
details come from Roy Lightfoot, 


Ballamenagh Cottage, Abbey: 
lands, Douglas 10M’ (Douglas 
6455). €300 goes to the winner, 


down to €10 for 10th, This ts an 
international event and counts 
towards the RAC series, 


@ The Motormail team will again 
be producing pace notes for this 
year's. Manx International. Last 
Year six of the top ten were 
Using these comprehensive notes 
Only’ a limited number are being 
produced and orders will be on @ 
first come first served basis, 
delivery after receipt of money 
to be ten days prior to. the 
event, Cost of the notes is £11.50 
per set, including VAT and post- 
age. Available from: Motormail, 
48 Earls Court Road, London WS 
6rd. 


Manxman Dennis Easthope hi 
acquired a very. quick Ford 
Escort RS1600 for the Manx, pre- 
pared by Nigel Rockey. Easthope 
In a former winner of the event 
and immediately after the Manx 
will put the car up for sale 


@Ronnie McCartney has tipped 
fellow countryman Cahal Curley 
to give Roger Clark a tussle in 
the Manx. McCartney should 


know as Curley will be driving 
the former’ 
Questioned 


Porsche Carrera RS. 
to why he sold the 
“Every time 1 

it, I thought of the 
half grand! 


Peter MacDowell had a poor 
run in his Ton Tyres Opel, not 
aided by exhaust damage’ and 
fan excursion at Devils Dyke. He 
was noticeably the quickest Opel 
driver, of whom there were four 
{in all. Mike Tomkinson suffered 
when the rubber bush came out of 
his Spax shockers and this put 
him OTL at the start of stages, 
Vicki Lambert had electrical 
trouble and Ian Wilson eventually 
came 17th, 

@ Tyres used by the winners 
were Kleber and Dunlop racers 
(Morley), German Ultragrip, 
Kleber ‘and Dunlop racers 
@rummond), Motorway 
Remoulds throughout (Chapman), 
M-type M+S (Clarke), R-type 
M+S with HR70s for’ Gilligan 
and English Ultragrips for 
Billows. 

© David Ewles' Willment entered 
Escort now sports the registr 

tion number SK3. Quite what S 
and K stand for is not known, 
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© Regulations will be available 
soon for the South Bucks MC's 
Super Visco August Moon Rally 
from ; Mrs Celia Cowell, 672 Bath 
Road, Taplow, Maidenhead. Tele- 
phone Burnham (Bucks) 61035. 
Route instructions for the maps 
144 and 145 will be given out one 
hour before starting time. The 
180 mile route will include one 
or more ‘selectives with only 
‘about ten miles of unsurfaced 
roads. Qualifying for the LCAMC 
and supported by BP the rally 
will start from Messrs Hartford 
Motors, Oxford and. will finish 
in the Oxford area 


Cheltenham chat 


@ Ron Clift entered through 
Tarpots Service Station. the 
Escort RS1600 REVII9K which 
Barry Lee had driven for him on 
the Welsh, and crashed at Towey. 
It will be. recalled that an 
Avenger later left the road 
that point and made the car a 
sorry mess. Clift eventually made 
the start fairly late, having made 
the car presentable. He caught 
& tree stump on the sixth stage, 
Middle Hills, which threw the 
‘car off the road and was stopped 
by. “saplings. Despite _ putting 
warning marker boards down the 
road, the yellow Escort was hit 
by the Escorts of Alvin Russell 
and Paul Derry. Oh dear, back 
to the panel beater, 


© Paul Appleby retired after 
troubles which started with 

clutch slave cylinder failure 
Wareham 1. He still, managed 
fifth best time on this stage. 


@ Harold Morley is carrying the 
decals of Crystals of Hull even 
when he Is driving his Porsche, 
Since it seems to be pretty 
valuable advertising space, and 
if you cannot afford a Porsche, 
you can always go to Hull to 
buy your Ford! As Preston non- 
Started at number one he was 
able to run first on the road 
when he pleased, which was an 
enormous advantage. He was 
lucky not to suffer penalty for 
running with four auxiliary light 
illuminated on the road sections, 
since marshals apparently 
reported this. There was no 

hting restriction on the stages, 
course. Morley has been able 
to register for the BTRDA Gold 
Star series now, since he has 
been member all along. 
although his win on the Tour 
of Lines gained him no. points 
as his registration only took 
effect subsequently. 


© Reg Mullenger apparently had 
a bad run. He went off twice and 
finally called a halt to the rally. 
His navigator this time was Doug. 
Woods, the Canadian who 
organised the Rideau Lakes rally. 
He is supported now by Vere 
Hollaway of Great Baddow, the 
supplier of electrical equipment 
to Ford competitions. 

Malcolm. Patrick only just 
made the finish in his Midland 
Rally, Team prepared Imp. The 
rings ‘appeared to break up and 
despite adding oil at the start 
of ‘every stage, the oil light 
Still Hit Up half way through most 
Of them. It is naw a race to have 
it rebuilt before the Nutcracker. 


Top entry for the Hackle 


This Saturday the 55 Car Club's 
Hackle Rally will be attracting 
our top drivers for this RAC and 
Shell/The Scotsman counter. 
Starting from Dundee the Hackle 
covers 300 miles in all to bring 
80 miles of loose surface stages. 
The event should finish from 
18.30 hours back at Riverside 
Drive, Dundee, and the after- 
rally celebrations will take place 
in the Royal Hotel. Top entries 
Roger Clark/Jim Porter (Esso 
Uniflo RS1600); 2, Andrew 
‘Cowan/Ross Finlay (Mogul Motors 
RS1600); 3, Shekhar Mehta/ 
AN. Other (Datsun); 4, Jack 
‘Tordoft/Brian Marchant (Porsche 
Carrera); 5, Bill Taylor/lan 
Maclver (Royal Bank of Scotland 
RS1600); 6, Vic  Preston/Tony 
Mason (Escort RS1600) ; 7, Jimmy 
Rae/Mike Malcolm " ‘(Escort 
RS1600); 8. Tony Fowkes/Bryan 
Harris (Cables & Components 


RS1600) ; 9, Will Sparrow/Nigel 
Raeburn (Firenza) ; 10, Drew Gs 

lacher/Ian_ Muir | (Wylles/Shel 
sport RS1600); 11, Noel Smith/ 


12, Peter Clarke/A. N. Other 
(Silent Night RS1600); 13, Pat 
Ryan/John Platt (Rally Centre 
Wolverhampton Mini); 14, Peter 


McDowell/Peter Moss (Ton Tyr 


Opel Ascona); 15, Tony Drum- 
mond/Chris" Gray (Escort 
RS1600); 16, Donald Heggl 

Geors jean (Burmah Clan 
Crusader); 17, Andy Dawson/ 
‘Andrew ' Mariott’ (Willment 
Mexico) ; 18, 19, David 


Thompson/Martin Weish (Escort 
RS1600) ; 20, Colin Grewer/A. N. 
Other (K Cars Volvo); 21, Pat 
Moss-Carisson/Liz Crellin (Ciark’ 
of Narborough Renault Alpine) ; 
22, Willie Crawford/Johnathan 
Osborne (Lothian Sports. Cars 
S160), 


3% Kindrogen 


Cheltenham Festival Rally: Dealer Team BMW in action with Bob 
‘ond Alex Hobbs at Puddletown—they suffered various prob- 


lems to finish. 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadier 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Cyprus Rally 
latest 


‘The regulations for the third 
international Cyprus Rally spon- 
sored by Rothmans are now out 
This is a European Drivers’ 
Championship counter and will 
be held between September 29, 
30. We published = couple of 
‘weeks ago that entries had been 
received. from Brian Culcheth, 
Chris Sclater and Russell Brookes 
who were going to drive Marinas 
&nd_a Dolomite but it now looks 
if one entry may go missing as 
4 result of the Arab boycott mess- 
ing up plans to do several rallies 
with the Dolomite in the Middle 
East, Andrew Cowan is in the list 
of entries already received and 
he will probably drive a ohe Colt 
Galant 

Ford have lent a works Escort 
to the 1971 winner, Chris Kir- 
mitsis, who will drive with John 
Davenport and they will be 


teaming up with two RAFMSA 


Mexicos to make a team. How- 
ever, Kirmitsis, who is over here 
‘at the moment working on his 
car, has pointed out that a team 
ean comprise up to five cars so 
that if there are a couple of 
Escort crews who would like to 
go down and do the rally, the 
Tocal Ford agents will pay their 
entry fees and organise service 
for them. If necessary, they can 
‘even borrow Angus Patterson who 
is Chris's normal navigator on 
the island, In addition, Rothmans 
are paying £150 to crews who 
participate from Britain and cars 
can be shipped direct from 
England, or from Marseille or 
Athens. ‘Anyone interested in thi 
deal should contact Sally Kemsley 
at 48 Earls Court Road, London, 
Ws, and mark the ‘envelope 

‘Cyprus. Rally. 

Entries for this rally close on 
September 7 and those wishing 
general information should write 
to: Cyprus International Rally, 
Cyprus Automobile Association, 
PO Box 2279, Nicosia, Cyprus. 


Hannu Mikkola/Jim Porter near Auckland on the Heatway. 


Mikkola wins 
Heatway 


‘The Heatway Rally, promoted by 
the Wellington Car Club of New 
Zealartt, has been won by Hannu 
Mikkola’ and Jim Porter. driving 
@ works Ford Escort RS1600. 
‘Second overall was NZ Rally 
Champion, Mike Marshall with 
A. McWatt, also driving an 
RS1600, Both cars were rebuilt 
vehicles from the Safari cars 
Shekhar Mehta, driving a Datsun 
180B came third. Andrew Cowan 
(Mini 1275GT) was at one time 

high as fourth overall but in 
later stages the car suffered 
transmission problems and con- 
sequently Cowan finished well 
down. the field. Fourth overall 
‘was Colin Bond (Torana) 


Polish result 


1, Warmbold/Todt (Fiat 124 
Spyder) 30,120; 2, Culmbacher. 
Ernst (Wartburg 353) 41,045 ; 3, 
Stawowiak/Czyzyk (Fiat 125P) 
44,714; 4, Westrom/Carlsson 
(Toyota Corolla) 46,462: 5, 
Britth/Olsson (Ford Capri) 
46,714. 
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Road rallies—new trouble 


Hot on the heels of the Sunday 
Times drugs in sports enquiry 
(reported in Special Stage) comes 
a derogatory feature in the 
Observer's“ Whistleblower” 
trouble shooter section devoted 
to investigating reader's com- 
plaints. The article entitled 
"Rural peace shattered by car 
rallies” concerns the complaints 
of Mr Alan Morrow, of Builth 
Wells, who resents the passage of 
rally cars in the area. Mr Mor- 
rows and other inhabitants com- 
plained that many rally competi- 
tors “drove like lunatics” and 
were “bad mannered. The 
Observer then listed more com- 
plaints before drawing attention 


to the problem of “ cowboys" 
‘who noisily and without any con- 
Sideration follow many Welsh 
rallies. In winding-up, the private 
members’ bill, introduced in 
April by Mr Caerwen Roderick, 
MP from Breckon and Radnor, 
was explained, The Observer 
presented an earnest report in 
Fespect. of the complaints and 
finished with the following state- 
ment: What has emerged from 
the enormous number of letters 
Mr Roderick has received, is the 
‘outright hostility towards car 
rallies that exists in rural areas, 
‘@ warning sign that rally authori. 
ties should take heed of, even if 
Parliament lags.” 


Nutcracker starts second half 


‘This Saturday night the Castrol/ 
MN series is revived with round 
seven, the Aberdare MC Nut- 
cracker Rally. Starting at W. H. 
Baker Ltd, Merthyr Tydfil from 
9.30 pm the 190 mile route will 
be ‘contested entirely over 
selectives. The Nutcracker 
Stretches right over to the 
Aberaeron-Aberystwyth road, with 
the petrol halt at Lianrhydstud, 
before returning to finish at 
Crickhowell. Spectator — points 
will be announced at the start 
Current positions in the 
jtrol/MN Championship are as 


ci 


follows: Drivers, Nigel Rockey, 
45; Russell Brookes 37; Bob 
Jefis 26; George Hill 19 and 


Rod Cooper 18. Navigators, Paul 
White 45; John Brown 27; David 
Taylor 26; Martin Holmes 19 
and Tan Cooper 18. 

‘Top entries: 1, Harold Morley/ 
Peter Bryant (Porsche Carrera) ; 
2, Nigel Rockey/Paul White 


(Escort RS1600); 3, Russell 
Brookes/John Brown (Escort 
Mexico); 4, Colin Malkin/Derek 


Tucker (Avenger GT); 5, Bob 
Jeffs/David Taylor" (Escort 
RS1600); 6, George Hill/Keith 
Wood (DTV. Viva); 7, Tan 
Cooper/Rod Cooper (Escort TC); 
8, Ted Cowell/Julian | Chitty 
(Escort TC); 9, Alan Conley/ 
Martin Holmes (Clan Crusader) ; 
10, Frank Plerson/Colin Francis 
(DTV Viva) 
@ Positions in the BTRDA Gold 
Star Rally Championship after 
Round Seven, the Cheltenham 
Festival Rally. Drivers 
Harwood 2 points (5); 2, 
Appleby 51 (4): 3," Richard 
Mliffe 46 (4); 4, Graham Lepley 
45 (4); 5, Reg Mullenger 42 (3), 
Co-Drivers: 1, Simon Bretherton 
62 (6); 2, Peter Oddie 55 (6); 3, 
Keith ‘O'Dell 53 (4); 4, Stuart 
52 (4); 5, Malcolm Harvey 


© On holiday in the Isle of Man 
last week was Irish driver Ronnie 
McCartney, who was still limping 
from his Texaco accident. Ronni 
told our Isle of Man correspon- 
dent that it was his first rally. 
Ing accident in 14 years’ rallying 
Contrary to rumour he didn't 
write the BMW off, but damaged 
the front left side and suspen: 
sion against a tree, and at the 
moment the car is undergoing re- 
pair and could be used on this 
Year's Manx by brother Dessie as 
Ronnie isn't doing the Manx. 


@ Entered in the Embassy/Daily 
Express International Offshore 
Powerboat Race, starting from 
Cowes at 10.00 hours on 
Saturday, August 25th, is Roger 


Clark. His boat will be one of 
the smaller type in the race, 


© Charles Eveson has replaced his 
Escort. Mexico. with Barri 
Malkin's Team Hartwell Hillman 
Avenger. Eveson plans to enter 
as many Gl events as possible 
with the new car. 


Car problem for Jimmy Rae 


— but a works car for the Hackle 


‘The current Scottish Rally 
Champion, Jimmy Rae, has for 
the moment an uncertain future 
‘as Scotland's leading rally driver 
—for he is without a car. Frews 
of Perth, Ford Rallye Sport 
Dealers, have sold their new 
RS1600. which was 
earlier this year, 
Gamaged on the Scottish when a 
halfahaft pulled out sending the 
car over the edge on a stage. 
‘The previous car was substan- 
tially: damaged on the Granite 
City Rally earlier in the season. 
Te would appear that the two 
‘excursions have put a strain on 
Frews rally budget, which until 
then must surely have been lulled 
into a false security as their car 
involvement, ever since Jimmy 
Rae's Escort 1300GT days, has 
always been both successful and 
reliable to an exceptional degree. 
It is rumoured that a sponsor- 
ship deal is presently being nego- 
tiated by Rae which could result 
in the continuation of active par- 


Perth driver—Jimmy Rae. 


ticipation for the Perth-based 
Rallye Sport Dealers. Jimmy Rae 
will, however, be seen on the 
forthcoming Hackle Rally driving 
‘a works prepared Escort RS1600. 
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Correspondence 


Scheckter’s Silverstone spin 


On reading the Daily Express and Daily 
‘Mirror on July 16 we think we should correct 
‘what we see as errors in the report of the 
Silverstone GP pile- 

‘Although we are not Scheckter fans, we 
cannot allow John Surtees’ comments on 
Jody's driving to go unanswered, because we 
believe that the explanation given by 
Scheckter himeelf ts the correct one, (e that he 

voll, 

From where we were viewing the race, tne 
Woodcote grandstand, we were exactly 
opposite the grid line on which Oliver's UOP 
‘Shadow was. After the cars came round on 
thelr warm-up lap. This car in position as it 
was right on the line through Woodcote was 
Josing oll from around the catch tank. 

Unfortunately, the necessity of clearing 


. 


Niki Lauda's BRM off the grid quickly after 
the start meant we believe, that this pool of 
ou went unnoticed by che grid marshals. Thus 
it was that when the field came round again, 
somebody had to hit the patch of oil and that 
somebody was Scheckter with the ensuing 
results 
To some people, it may seem strange we 
noticed the oil and the marshals did not, but 
remember they were checking the front rows 
of the grid and had to move Lauda's car. 
We extend our sincere sympathy to John 
Surtees and Andrea de Adamich and all the 
others affected by the pile-up, but feel it only 
fair to Jody Scheckter to make the facts 
known as we saw them. 
EDWARD FivzcERAto, 
Davin L. ByeRs. 


usu, 14, 


Marshals and McLaren mechanics attend Scheckter’s damaged car. 


Love the sport 


We, the members of the Clubman’s Register, 
been concerned to note recent correspon 

in your columns from dissatisfied 
entrants and drivers who appear to expect 
championship sponsors to inundate them with 
thousands of pounds per meeting in return for 
their supposedly star qualities. 


We do not wish to indulg 
match by naming those concerned, whose 
names anyway can easily be recalled by your 
Feadership, but we would like, through your 
columns, to take the opportunity of remind- 
ing these moaners that motor racing has not 
Feached Its present status through the efforts 
of those who demand to be supported by it. 
On the contrary, it has got where it is and 
will stay there through the efforts of the vast 
majority who truly love the sport, and who 
incur personal financial sacrifice to further 
its success. The odd grumble is permissibie 
constructive suggestions regarding cost reduc- 
tion are welcome, but back stabbing attacks 
on major sponsors are reprehensible and 
immature. 


dene 


in a slanging 


May we further through your columns take 
this opportunity of offering our sincere thanks 
to our own major sponsors—Shell, and to 
others such as Tricentrol, Esso, John Wing 
field, and the invaluable trade support of 
Castrol and Duckhams, etc. We are indebted to 
them all, especially Shell, for their support, 
and we sincerely hope that they feel that the 
exciting and competitive racing which we are 
providing this year, will be some small reward 
for their efforts. 


Peren, A. Evans, 
Secretary, Clubman’s Register. 


St. Atuans, Herts, 
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Thank you all 


On behalf of the sponsors, John Player and 
Sons, Silverstone Circuits, the organisers of 
the meeting, the Royal Automobile Club would 
like to thank the hundreds of volunteers who 
marshalled and officiated at Silverstone during 
the three days of the John Player Grand Prix 
Particularly, we would record our gratitude to 
the marshals and rescue services who coped in 
the best traditions of British race marshalling 
with the incident that caused the stoppage ot 
the Grand Prix 

‘We and the competitors are more than 
grateful 


DEAN DELAMonr, 
Basit Tye, 

Nei EAsox GIBSON, 
CymusTorHER BELton, 
RAC Motor Sport Division. 


Loncon, SWI. 


Marshals’ dress 


With reference to the photograph on page 1 
of your July 5 issue, I suggest the person who 
wrote: the caption retract his statement ai 
anyone can see the two females with the flag 
box are holding flags, and since they are flag 
marshals have no need to wear protective 
Clothing. I presume the person on the left Is 
an observer—once again no need to wear pro- 
tective clothing! Also we do not know if 
racing Is in progress or not. If it isn't, can- 
not a marshal have a little rest and on especi- 
ally hot days strip off a little in between 
events. Observers usually insist that fire mar- 
shals wear correct clothing. 

T think your photograph is an unjust slur 
on marshais and in this case I feel right in 
saying “ up yours.” 


K. D. Extior. 
Prien, MiDDx. 


Tour congratulated 


‘AS_a competitor in the Avon Motor Tour 
Of Britain, I should like to thank and congratu- 
late all those connected with its organisation 
and sponsorship for a most enjoyable event. 
‘As it can be expected that this event will now 
continue perhaps it is worth commenting on 
some incidents which appear more serious 
than the few first time mistakes which inevit- 
ably occurred. 

‘There is a constant difficult battle to keep 
motor sport on public roads, and one would 
therefore, question the advisability of allow- 
ing cars to continue which do not visibly 
conform with road traffic regulations, what- 
ever the enterprise and courage of the 
drivers. Moreover, while acknowledging thi 
facts of life on speeds at which rally cars 
travel it does seem unfortunate to award @ 
bad-luck prize to a competitor who so visibly 
and greatly exceeded the speed limits. Com: 
pared with more established rallies, it was 
surely an event which misfortune hardly 
entered, 

Finally, this must be the first rally where 
apart from the ladies’ awards, the co-drivers, 
‘were completely ignored at the prize-giving. 
Shame on the organisers and the drivers WhO 
accepted the awards for themselves, 


JEAN DENTON, 
Marketing “Manager, 
Huxford & Son btd, 


FAREHAM, HANTS, 


Upset driver 


1 am writing to make a few observations about 
lan Titchmarsh's Silverstone report (July 5) 
and in particular his comments pertaining to 
Ivan Dutton. 

Your correspondent approached Dutton at 
‘a particularly critical time—Just as his engi 
seized solid. Not even he knew what 
failed or what had caused the failure at that 
stage. Add that to the fact Dutton had to fit 
and run in a brand new bog standard engine 
for che Tour of Britain in time for Wedne: 
day's scrutineering, and it can perhaps be 
realised why he was somewhat upset, 

In fact his comment was—and I know be- 
cause I was there at the time— “You never 
bother to approach me when 1 win—why 
bother now that I've lost?” 1 was also there 
when Dutton went up to John Lyon—shook 
him by the hand and said, “Well done— 
you'd have beaten me anyway.” 

Were you, Mr Titchmarsh ? 

DAVID ATKINSON, 


Raouerr, Hers. 


Where will it stop? 


Where is this professionalism going to stop? 
Not at Wimbledon or even ‘Silverstone It 
seems, 

‘Maybe the sponsors of hitherto amateur 
motor sport are reaping rich advertising 
rewards by promoting Historic races at inter 
national events. 

Maybe the drivers are keen to collect a few 
beb tor their services—but where has that 
old amateur spirit gone? 

‘Are semi-pro drivers with rich sponsors clr- 
culating at speeds approaching that of the real 
works drivers really preserving their valuable 
cars for prosperity ? 

If the mig-nogs in the stands prefer Historie 
to Fl or Interserie machines, let them attend 
the VSCC meetings. 

I say leave true motor sport to the pro- 
fessionals and let the amateurs enjoy them- 
selves in the relaxed atmosphere of non- 
sponsored events. 


Jack DaNtELs. 
Diwssuny, MaNcHESTER. 
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‘start and one lap later : from left to right, Reutemann, Pet 


the first lap accident. 


JOHN PLAYER GP 


Revson wins after shunt; 
James Hunt stars 


By PETE LYONS Photographs by PETER BURN 


Race Data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


mistake 

was too busy going 

(with laboured sarcasm), “But you know, 

publicity.” Surtees could only say, 
Peter Revson said, * Whi 

It. It wasn't that wet.” TI 

Grand Prix vietory. The good behaviour of 


the right choice of tyres for the day, and so was salvaged for hi 
yone has for two weeks been effusively 


near disaster. While 
smber, who took his 
jom revolves around a1 
100 on him: 


for one race 


the American driver 1 


driver, Revson came back to the scene and quietly placed a 
If. At the end of practice he had beaten the time of the third McLaren driver 


‘kind of talk that very 
yager 


tantly created 


‘and equalled that of the first, placing himself on the front row of the grid. 


When at the end of the first lap of racing 
Scheckter crashed wildly and took eight other 
drivers out of the race with him (the longest 
‘memories cannot recall a Grand Prix shunt of 
equal devastation), Revson avoided it all 
When the race was restarted he stayed 
among the leaders all the way, passed his 
remaining team-mate Hulme, profited from 
Stewart spinning off, pressed Fittipaldi into 
towing him up to race leader Peterson, and at 
the point of a short, light rain shower he 
overtook into first place and drew away to 
win by less than 3 5. 

It was a race that was nearly ruined on that 
first lap, but it somehow retained tingling 
excitement right to the end. Peterson tried as 
hard as he could to follow Revson and at the 
same time stave off Hulme’s threatening 
advances from the rear — the two very nearly 
collided at the line on the last lap! Right 


cry 


behind them, trying so hard that he set the 
day's fastest speed (and won the Siffert 
award) was James Hunt, whose performance 
with the “ wrong" tyres'on the “wrong” car 
—which doesn’t have any commercial’ spon: 
sorship at all in this era of total orientation 
to marketing—ought to earn him his own 
fortnight (at least) of effusive praise 

‘As this so remarkably close-fought season 
goes into its second half, the established 
points leaders are reflecting that in the British 
round neither won a point. Stewart's spin 
dropped him back to 10th place at the end 
(well behind seven drivers who stayed on the 
winner's lap all the way), while Fittipaldi's 
broken CV joint added to his third very dis 
appointing result in the last three races. The 
slow starters are catching up now, and for 
nobody is the season going to get any easier 
anytime soon. 


World Championship/ 


Peter Revson— happy about his first Grand 
Prix. win. 


often 
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ENTRY & PRACTICE 


Silverstone has emerged as one of the more 
challenging circuits of the modern era. As 
‘Team Lotus designer Ralph Bellamy says, “It's 
a circuit that’s sort of typical of itself, if you 
see what I mean. Unlike most places, these 
corners are short; the car doesn’t spend much 
time in them. They're relatively fast and the 
straights are fast. That means that you don’t 
want to run much wing; if you lose any 
ground in the corners you quickly make it up 
again, and more, because without so much 
drag from the wings you get up to speed 
‘again quickly.” 

‘The surface is aging and there are some 
severe heaves in the middles of some of the 
most critical corners, Add in the tricky off- 
camber nature of some of them, and the rela- 
tively low amount of downforce from the 

rodynamic settings, and the behaviour of a 
spension system becomes especially 
important. As the times during both days of 
practice settled into a final grid order, it was 
Intriguing to see how the different Kinds of 
car tended to settle into their own part of 
the spectrum, apparently regardiess of which 
team owned them or which driver was in 
them. To an observer, there seemed to be 
‘a general correlation between grid placement 
‘and the apparent stability of suspension be- 
haviour over the heaves and bumps. 

If there was a spoiler in this neat equation, 
it had to do with the amount of time which 
the individual teams were able to find— or 
to make —to come to the circuit beforehand 
for testing. The cars today are in fact. so 
basically similar in design and components that 
differences in their success must be due 
largely to their development teams. Those 
with the most sensitive and articulate drive 
the most quick-witted engineers, the most 
competent mechanical staff, and certainly the 
budgets to create an ever growing backlog of 
‘experience, must have the kind of advantage 
which snowballs beyond anything their less 
favoured competitors can hope to match — 
without exactly matching the prescription 

Denny Hulme agreed with the suggestion 
that what was most important about a car's 
behaviour ‘at Silverstone was suspension 
damping characteristics. “Yes, the valving, 
you've got to get that just right — you should 

the damper test rig we've got back at the 
shop. That and bars. Bars are Important here, 


Still the leaders on points for the most 
successful car in Fi, John Player Team Lotus 
rived at the John Player Grand Prix with 
their four John Player Specials very much in 
Ricard trim. Still hung out the back on sub- 
ames were the rear aerofoils-cum-oil tank: 

while on the two cars designated as race 
chassis were fitted transmission oil cooler 
systems. The two chassis designated as spares 
Were in fact the two later-built ones, which 
were originally supposed to be race cars; 
there has still not been time enough to sort 
out their various little deficiencies. Another 
handicap was the absence of manager Peter 
Warr, whose back has been giving him severe 
pain ‘from a slipped disc for several weeks 
and who now simply had to let it mend. Colin 

in himself in more of the 


hour-by-hour mani 
does, but there 
smoothness in the flow of the team’s affairs 
On the first day of practice Peterson was 
forced to use his spare car as the other seized 
its fuel pump and broke its “big belt" on 
starting up; still, despite a hack engine and 
‘a weeping gearbox, he was second fastest on 
the day. Fittipaldi had the use of both his 
cars on both days; Thursday went all right 
but on Friday his training car blew up, a fair 
and square old-fashioned blowup, and in the 
ist few minutes of practice he had to drop 
‘out of the fine Mini Prix for pole position 
when his race car ran out of fuel. It was left 
to Ronnie to earn himself another pole posi 
tion with a brilliant lap at 1m 16.3 s, a new 
lap record by a 10th of a second ‘but at 
‘38.10 mph not quite the anticipated magic 
Generally the circuit seemed to be slower 
than before, and despite predictions of more 
than one driver the notorious Woodcote was 
not being taken flat ! 
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Ronnie Peterson's lead is threatened by Revson. 


‘The Elf Tyrrell team was functioning 
smoothly and the cars were for the most part 
reliable, but neither Stewart nor Cevert were 
at ail happy with the handling. They both 
tried 005 rigged up in its 0072” guise once 
more (the nuts and bolts must be getting 
threadworn from all that changing back and 
forth }}, this time with no radiator at all in 
the front chisel nose—two oll coolers at the 
tail replacing the single front one—and this 
time fitted with Lockheed brakes as on the 
other two cars, but neither driver liked its 
handling at all. The front aerodynamics 
coupled perhaps with more weight on the rear 
created a ragged oversteer condition that 
there wasn't time to tune out. Both driver 
went back to their regular 006 models, the 
problem with which as Stewart described it 
‘There's too much understeer at first, 
so I can't get the front end into the turn, bui 
then suddenly the tail flicks out.” Although 
his particular car looked extremely smooth 
and steady through the corners, bobbing and 
weaving through Woodcote much less. than 
almost any other, the stopwatch proved he 
was going a few mph slower through there 
than Several of his competitors. Four times in 
practice his gear linkage played up, giving 
him second when he selected fourth, going 
up from third. It was not until the morning 
Of the race that he tried the car on full tanks, 
and one began to wonder if the oddsmakers 
confidence in his ability to win this race was 
quite justified 
McLaren's Yardley colours looked perhaps 
brightest of all before the race They had 
three front rank cars for three front rank 
drivers, all six of which were going very 


well. Revson had a spin on the first day, 
getting a wheel on to the kerbing at the exit 
Of Copse and failing to catch the sudden dart 
of the car because, he thought, he was unused 
to the particular tyres fitted. Scheckter lost 
some time the first day when one of the water 
pumps leaked, and seemed uncertain of the 
handling ("It's understeering a little and 
oversteering a lot!) until the morning of the 
race when it was all fine. He felt then that 
had he been using the right tyres at the right 
moment in practice he too would have been up 
on the front row. Hulme emerged as fastest 
of everyone on the first day, but dropped 
back the next through a combination of 
factors incioding testing on, fall tanks, an 
engine that was blowing oll, and a 
Stitons tank pt \consera hour prosieviaay te 
pole from Peterson's assault on it. The middle 
Of the front row was good enough. 

Ferraris were trying nothing partic 
new, although Ickx had been down tt 
with them again. Back at the works 
second chassis O11 was undergoing ** modifi- 
cations" (side radiators were implied) which 
meant that to give Iekx his desired two ca 
the other man Merzario had to step down. 
In fact this second car 012 was never used; 
not even did it have its little transporter 
Wheels replaced. Any results of testing were 
completely invisible in the behaviour of 010, 
its handling looking particularly evil over t 
bumps and its engine incapable of combating 
the good Fords on the straights. Jacky was in 
that same mood one often sees in drivers who 
are quite confident they are better than their 
car's performance suggests, and have decided 
not tbe uptight about it while it all sorts 


Revson tweaks the Yardley McLaren through Becketts 


YARD! 2 


Sy ee 


itself out.“ W 
ing for my drivin; 

“"When I get into a good car finally I should 
be fantastic!" 

Reutemann’s grid place was another testi- 
mony to how close the Brabham team is to 
Joining the select crew at the top. The BT42s 
all looked good over the bumps, and the engine 
shop seemed to have sorted itself out as 
well. On Friday Reutemann's unit was down 
on fuel pressure which cost some 400 revs 
fon the top end, but generally the four-car 
team were looking good. Yes, four cars. A 
brand ‘new chassis had been completed and 
was run-in on Sunday morning (that ugly 
misfire you heard was simply a plug lead 
come off) and the Swedish-damaged one 
hhad been repaired and given back to Fittipaldi: 
that let de Adamich into the one that had 
been new at Ricard. Wilson spent all of practice 
in a dither about tyres, but by race morning 
he'd found a set which cured his understeer 
and he was giving cheerful thumbs-up signs. 
‘Andrea simply settled himself into the car, 
learning about it in stages. One new tweak 
appeared on Reutemann's back end, what 
everyone called the Indianapolis wing.” This 
‘was an aerofoil of pronounced curvature and 
deep concavity in the top surface ; Carlos 
thought it gave perhaps too much drag but it 
remained on the car for the race 

‘The ex-de Adamich BT37 was acquired by 
Hexagon, repainted their delicious chocolate 
brown, and fitted to John Watson. Unfor- 
tunately the behaviour of this chassis on the 
surface was among the worst, looking the 
next thing to diabolical—John used the word 
“rubbery” to describe it. Besides that the 
available engine had seen better days and 
‘went gradually over the weekend from " not 
Particularly brilliant” to “about 400 revs 
down.” 

‘Of Marches there were four to start with, 
David Purley rejoining the Lec machine set 
now on to narrow-track suspension like the 
other type 731s, Unhappily a. brake "problem 
fat Becketts put him hard into the bank on 
Friday after he'd done a midfield time, and 
he withdrew with a crumpled tub. Mike 
Bouttler played himself back into “ the Stock. 
brokers’ Space-Racing Special” with gare for 
his Injured feet, while Roger Williamson's Fl 
debut with the works STP/Wheatcroft car 
was similarly deliberate and handicapped by 
@ braking problem. The one March man who 
shone was James Hunt, and he shone brightly 
Indeed. He was seventh fastest on Thursday, 
despite spending most of the 2} hours in the 

with a gearbox drama. He came out 
20 m to go and reeled off 
only nine laps "in anger.” doing a time half 
fa second better than the next man on Fire: 
stones (Lauda). It was cut off at nine laps 
because on the 10th a front wishbone 
snapped ; fortunately without causing any 
further damage. People started saying James 
was driving a March harder than one has 
ever been driven. Next day the engine went 
right off, pressurising the water system, so 
he couldn't improve his placing. 

‘Several intriguing aspects surround the 
Hunt phenomenon. First, Lord Hesketh’s 
happy little band of amateur racers are sup- 
ported by all those playboy appurtenances: the 
flashy cars, and the Chopper, and the Hesketh 
hospitality’ pavilion which was. the only one 
at Silverstone serving lobster for lunch—one 
choice among four separate dishes on the menu. 
Yet none of this gets in the way of the per- 
formance of the team. Second, they have 
‘acquired Doctor Harvey Postlethwaite, who 
comes from March where he was an engineer 
assisting Robin Herd; the white 731 was 
visibly the steadiest one on the circuit despite 
its speed. Thirdly, Hunt is not necessarily the 
most acclaimed ‘driver in F2—one cannot 
help but wonder what grids would look like, 
what would be the relative places of the 
established GP stars, were say six of the 
Fecognised F2 aces put into six more front 
rank Fl cars. Just a thought, 

‘And fourthly, for months there have been 
people saying bad things about “the other 
brand" of tyres, yet at Silverstone this time 
Firestone-shod cars did not display any dis- 
advantage perhaps not equally attributable 
to other factors. The Firestone technicians for 
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Peterson leads Stewart in the early stages before Stewart's spin. 


the first_time began smiling bemused little 
smiles. They vowed that there was nothing 
particularly new about this week's rubber 
Coverytime we go off on tangents and try 
other theories, the results confirm the lines 
we've been working along all year). Yet there 
was Hunt's speed on Thursday—followed on 
Friday by speed from Lauda and Regazzoni 
and to an extent from Hailwood. Now, was 
it the tyres being suited to the nature of the 
circuit ? Was it, as the technic 

to think, more @ matter of chai 
set up anyway than of tyres? Was it (whisper 
it) anything to do with other drivers having 
to ‘be shown the way? Just another 
thought. 

‘The Shadows were all three in strife. The 
UOP entry of Follmer had come for testing 
on the Tuesday with altered rear suspension 
that had been planned, but not executed, for 
Ricard. This involved a small subframe which 
relocated the tops of the rear springs several 
inches farther outboard, and at the same time 
slightly depressed the inboard ends of the 
top links, all. in the interests of stiffening 
the roll behaviour of the rear of teh trouble- 
some chassis. This, reported Follmer, it did 
indeed seem to do, but there wasn't any real 
improvement in cornering behaviour. Oliver 
describes it as a difficult car to balance, to 
feel comfortable, in the inside rear wheel tends 
to lift off the ground in a corner and spin. 
Neither driver» managed anything like an 
acceptable lap time, nor did Hill in the 
Embassy version which has begun to diverge 
in specification from the works cars but still 
gives one little trouble after another 


BRMs had produced a brand new Marlboro 
P160E—they ‘could probably do it in their 
sleep by now—to be used by nominal team 
Teader Regazzoni, this being chassis No 9 to 
replace the one ruined by Beltoise at Monaco. 
this was fitted a modified engine, not the 
anticipated “ short-stroker” but a normal unit 
with an external oll. pump system. which 
shows less crankshaft-drag on the bench. This 
blew up on Thursday, was rushed back to 
Bourne for a rebuild (a nice advantage of 
racing in one's own country for once) and 
reinstalled in Clay's car for the race. Yet with 
all this it was once again Lauda who emerged 
as fastest of the 12 cylinder brigade. His car 
ras fitted with a modified rear aerofoll with 
streamlined side-plates and had benefited from 
‘a Tuesday of testing on the circuit, when 
Niki reached a time of about 1 m 18.7 8. In 
official practice he chopped this by 1.3 § to 
equal Reutemann’s best, doing it despite an 
engine that was losing power and a f 
tankage that ran dry towards the end 
For the others on the list, except the last 
the weekend was another dismal one. The 
Surtees-Fina team had three drivers this time, 
Jochen Mass making his debut in the original 
TS14 rebuilt after it Brands shunt. The young. 
jerman F2 man quickly settled into his first 
1 cockpit and seemed easily able to match 
anything the other two drivers could manay 
troubled as they were with little troubles 
‘Asked how he liked the car, he said, "1 like 
it better than it likes me" and went on to 
explain that everything was happening so sud- 
denly at Fl speeds that he was having trouble 
finding enough time to analyse what the car 


James Hunt drove an outstanding race in the Hesketh March in finishing fourth and setting 


best lap. 
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anaes 


osteo nas ~e 


Denny Hulme’ 
fell back from a good early showing. 
‘was doing before arriving into the next corner, 
‘when it was all wiped from his mind by a new 
situation to analyse. For the TS14s there was 
@ modified nose shape which presented a 
flatter ramp to the air and seemed to give 
downforce with less instability. The pair of 
Iso-Marlboros had Graham McRae filling the 
cockpit of the second car, which had been 
modified with one of the team's earlier wide- 
track experiments. Not the most diplomate 
of drivers anyway, "Cassius" was not very 
complimentary 0 ‘the behaviour of the ca 

which was visibly a handful and very slow 
in addition to giving one trouble after another. 
Ganley was significantly quicker with his ver 

sion, in its more original trim, although he 
too had trouble "getting a steady state” of 
handling. The situation with the Williams t 


Martini had come to a financial arrange- 
‘ment with Tecno which unlocked the Peder- 
zani shop door and brought both cars to 
England, Amon used the. original cha 
almost exclusively all weekend although be- 
ing thoroughly displeased with its engine 
which he said felt at least 100 bhp down on 
every other engine there. On Friday he tried 
, Goral, 
time and did two single 


Pushing him into the pedals. 


altogether and tried again, but quit after 
the second lap because the car had been given 


McLaren and James Hunt's March are separated by Niki Lauda's BRM, which 


the worst available engine and was already 
filling its oll catch tank with blow-by. (The 
Goral is now to stay in Britain for a week 
and Chris is to carry out some solid testing 
with it, at Jong last) 

Last'on the entry list, but decidly not last 
on the grid, was the Ensign, von Opel un- 
hampered by mechanical failures carrying out 
an orderly programme of development on both 
the car and himself—he was complimentary 
of Frank Gardner, who simply for observing 
his driving was ‘able to make suggestions 
worth exactly a second to Riki's time. The 
car looked steadier than many, and the driver 
‘appeared unafraid of its power. Earlier test 
ing with Peter Gethin had been responsible 
for rear suspension alterations, and the rear 
Wing had been raised within its side-fins and 
moved somewhat af. 

‘Woodcote corner is one of the most thrilling 
curves in motor racing. It is still not quite 
flat for a Fl car, not set up for a quick lap 
round the whole circuit anyway, and to watch 
‘@ top rank driver try to get his car through 
right on its limit is a heartstopping sight. Right 
at the end of the second day of practice most 
of the really top men came out to try their 
hardest. The Tyrrell of Stewart looked the 
smoothest and most manageable over the nasty 
dip in the middle, but the stop watch proved 
he was getting between two points a bit slower 
than some of the others, about 4.7 s. The 
McLarens looked just a bit more wobbly when 
they hit the bump, the tails snapping out 
although in a well-damped sort of way: 
Hulme's time was likewise 4.7 s, while both 
Revson and Scheckter clocked nearer 4.8 5. 


Jochen Mass adapted weit to Fi in practice, but was sidelined in the shunt. 
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Interestingly, Hailwood's Surtees was capable 
of 4.6 s, which was what Beltoise's BRM was 
doing. The JPS pair looked less steady than 
the M23s, but Fittipaldi's best was 4.65 be- 
fore he slowed and disappeared, misfiring due 
to lack of fuel. It was left to Ronnie Peterson 
to hurl through fastest of all, and he nearly 
hurled himself off the earth doing it. 

‘Three flying laps from the end he recorded 
4.5 5 between the reference points, and that 
was his pole-setting time at 1m i635. On 
the next lap he came down faster than ever 
before, and the JPS tail flicked wide out away 
from ‘him, lurching and twitching at ever 
greater angles. Actually, Ronnie lost the car 
at that point, and no human being could have 
saved it. But he gathered it in again, gently 
‘and cleanly, and carried on along the pits 
straight. The corner time was poorer by 0.3 5. 
Surely that was his all, he'd come in now 
‘and have a quiet mop up in the cockpit. No— 
there he was on the next lap, the starter 
already unfurling the flag. but Ronnie flying 
as low as before. The little black car went 
through the identical manoeuvre, and again 
Ronnie Peterson lost control of that car, No 
power of human flesh could have brought It 
back. But it came back, and SuperSwede con- 
tinued on around to cool the car off and bring 
it In, 

Afterwards he was calm and collected, and 
merely. a din the corner 
times. He explained that he was on soft tyres, 
which he intended to use for the race be: 
cause the JPS is normally quite easy on tyres, 
but after trying so hard they had gone “off. 

FU say they went off—and so nearly did he 

‘The morning pre-race warm-up # 
more tense affair than usual. The thr 
at the front of the grid seemed particularly 
edgy, and they all brought out all their drivers 
to flog around, settling matters unsettled in 
practice. The JPS drivers used thelr two spare 
cars to work on their tyre situation, for a 
check with Peterson on full 
hard as he could 

e tyres would in fact go off in but 11 laps. 
‘Thus the race cars were changed over to a 
different compound, but they couldn't be tried 
fon them before the race itself, Meanwhile 
Tyrrelis were doing full-tank settings, and 
McLarens were doing more set-up and’ tyre- 
choice development. Only now did Scheckter 
look relaxed and content with his handling and 
his speed ; meanwhile Hulme looked unrelaxed 
and unhappy and had his wheels given an 
alignment check. Revson had a facial expres- 
sion about midway between the two. Elsewhere 
down the line Reutemann's mechanics tore into 
his fuel system to discover why it was not 
picking up petrol properly, and Pace had his 
smoking engine changed. 


RACE 


We're not supposed to call it the British 
GP any more, but the weather reminded us 
of where we were well enough by clouding 
over ominously a little before the start. I 
did stay dry and fairly bright but there wa: 
the chance of rain. 

‘The show did go on, and it was a good show. 
For reasons of grid-marshalling the starting 
procedure was modified to eliminate the 
dummy grid as such and advantage was taken 
of this to create a spectacle. The mechanics 
pushed thejr cars up the whole length of the 
pit straight in grid formation, 


walking alongside waving at the crowd as the 


speaker network introduced them. (It was 
interesting to note Ken Tyrrell helping push 
Cevert’s car and smiling and joking with 
Francois, as if to buck him up in compensation 
for his relatively poor starting place; and It 
‘was also interesting to note Ickx walking along. 
all alone a good distance away from his 
Ferrari. . . .) A good old American oval track 
performance and by the time the drivers 
‘climbed in and fired up and set off for a single 

ip to warm up the excellent crowd was fully 


circuit, holding them in grid formation loosened 
by the usual weaving and darting to get the 
tyres warm ; they paused on the actual start- 
ing grid at the exit of Woodcote, and then 
the flag dropped. 
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This isn’t the 
Ronnie Peterson 
we used to know. 


Something has happened 
to Ronnie Peterson. 


d 


racing driver. Every few races, 
you could count on him coming 
somewhere between second 
and sixth. 

This year, he’s in a different 
class altogether. 

He finished second in Satur- 
day’s John Player Grand Prix. 

Two weeks ago he had his 
first Grand Prix first in the 
French Grand Prix. 

Two weeks before that he 
finished second in the Swedish 
Grand Prix. 

And two weeks before that he finished third in the Monaco 
Grand Prix. 

This is called winning form, and we'd like to think we've had some- 
thing to do with it. 

After all, last year he wasnt driving on 
our ordinary Texaco petrol and Havoline oil. 

This year he is. 

Ronnie, we're proud of you. 


RONNIE PETER 
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It looked like a clean start with the front 
row going off together in plumes of smoke, 
‘Stewart darting forward from the second row 
and slotting in behind leader Peterson going 
into Copse. Reutemann made a superb start 
and ripped up from the third row and then 
cut across in front of Fittipaldi so abruptly 
that the JPS man was forced to lift off and let 
several cars go by. On the fourth row, how- 
ever, as he let the clutch out Lauda felt the 
left halfshaft snap and the BRM hardly moved. 
‘There he was in the middle as cars flooded 
around him, all except Oliver from the 11th 

steaming along well when the 
ly ahead suddenly jinked out of 
‘and presented Oltie with the 
stationary Lauda “on a plate.” His swerve to 
the left wasn't quick enough to avoid collision, 
and he tore the BRM’s left rear wheel off and 
also touched team-mate Follmer's Shadow, 
Oliver limped on up past the end of the pits 
before pulling off the grass and climbing out ; 
the was just in time to watch It, 

Going round Maggots to Becketts Peterson 
went swinging wide on his cold, harder- 
compound tyres. That put him out of shape for 
Becketts itself and the charging Stewart saw 
just the opportunity he had anticipated, 
Secretly to himself, during practice. He drove 
down and outbraked the JPS into the tight 
right hander and powered on around and away 
80 suddenly and so effortlessly that everyone 
‘who saw it dropped their jaw. Suddenly the 
oddsmakers looked after all and the 
Tyrrell pulled out a dramatic lead all the way 
round the rest of the lap. Coming back into 

ity the first time it 


It had been Hulme in third place at the 
vehicle bridge, but he had already determined 
that it wasn't his time to try to catch the two 
leaders and when he saw a flying Scheckter 
foreing his way up on the 

on by. Jody's car whipped b: 
for Woodcote just a bit f 


sliding out on to 
‘area off the line, Jody fought it all the way 
round, and really he very nearly had it 
gathered up, when he thinks he ran over a 
Puddle of water or oil left on the grid by 
stationary car 80 seconds before. At ter- 
rifle grass-tearing speed the long white M23 
slid its back end off on to the outside and 
then, tightening its arc, slewed back on to the 

k surface. Once again, for an instant, the 
looked almost saved, but it carried on 
across. the the middle of the 
Very fastest front runners and got all the way 
across to the wall below the pits without be- 
ing touched. It hit there, not very hard, left- 
front corner first with the tail pointing back- 
wards up the track. Still there was no collision 
with any of the onrushing racing cars, but the 
recoil from the wall sent the wreckage slid- 
ing back out towards the middle. 

Tt almost didn't happen. Several individual 
cars flicked by without harm, and one had 
time for the thought that perhi 
would get through, when a cluster 
suddenly veered together to the left side of 
the road. There was the fearful sound of 
thumping, and the sight of projectiles being 
deflected one from the other, and then great 
clouds of dust and smoke and hurling frag- 
ments, In an instant the track was a seething 
mass of wreckage. 

‘As the motion died away and the dust 
thinned, drivers could be seen scrambling out 
of the middle of the debris and jumping for 
the sidelines. The McLaren was badly dam- 
aged, now on its outward-facing right side 
‘but Scheckter’s figure was vaulting away too. 
‘On the left of the track was a BRM, there 
were three Surtees and a Brabham a little 
farther along, with a black Shadow stationary 
and a white one still moving. There were 
already fire marshals operating and clouds of 
powder billowing but no naked flames. 

‘The whole width of the track was the 
next thing to be completely blocked, and 
inevitably the startline man reached for his 
red flag. On around Woodcote were waving 
flags, the double-waving-yellow which warns 
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ion in the re-start of the Grand Prix; 


Fittipaldi’s JPS. 


of a blocked track, and Stewart as he pounded 
on around had just enough warning to get 
under control of his brakes as he reached 
the startline and saw the red 

He and Peterson, who had of course known 
little or nothing of the incident until that 
instant, were able to stop by the time they 
reached the scene; one by one the rest of 
those who had come through safely arrived 
and pulled up too. A bit later came von Opel, 
the Ensign nose looking sorry. and a bit later 
still arrived Hill with the Embassy's back 
leaning crazily from being hit by 

in the mélée, 

‘One driver had not got out, and that was 
de Adamich whose footwell had folded in 
‘around his-ankles, breaking one. There w: 
no fire and no end of willing help, but it took 
the better part of an hour of gingerly cutting 
to free him. (A since Watson's crash 
the BT42 footwell has’ been stiffened). Mean- 
white the survivors were wheeled back on (0 
the pits platform and gone over for damage, 
and Several of the drivers took the opportun- 
ity to ask for adjustments to things which 
they found about their cars under racing con- 
ditions, Both JPS drivers reported excessive 
oversteer, and tweaks were done to try to 
cut it down. The BRM crewmen were able 
to ft a new halfshaft and a new wheel to 
Lauda’s car, and Hill's was made new again 
as well. The UOP team set about fixing 
Oliver's ‘bent tub, which was rumpled back 
‘on one front corner much as had been Foll- 
mer’s in Sweden. However, word went round 
that any damaged car had’ to be put through 
scrutineering again. An official was brought to 
Took at the Shadow and said on the spot he 
‘would refuse to pass the car no matter what 
jury rigging was carried out. The team stop- 
ped work then, while discussion continued. 
A compromise was reached whereby the team's 
designer was allowed to sign a paper accept- 
ing responsibility for any fault in the repair 
work, and the mechanics set to . 


but everyone 
realised the handling would have been pecu- 
jar to say the least, so they began to pack 
up. Just before the restart Peterson's crew: 
men thought they discovered a leaking petrol 
tank, but it seemed to be merely spillage 
0 they sat him on a plastic sheet and strapped 
him in, Wilson F's car had an oil leak at 
the back, which needed a last minute fix, 
while the troublesome Tecno wanted pushing 
to start. Hesketh’s white March appeared with 
2 yellow Space airbox, as its own had fallen 
off at Becketts after being struck in the crash. 

During the “interval between races” was 
when the drivers, strangely distant, disturbed 
expressions in their eyes, lounged back with 
fall the ease of tightened catapult springs and 
made their various comments. Stewart's point 
was that this had spoiled his advantage of 
Surprise: “Now everyone knows where I'm 


here he leads 


fast.” 
Nine machines had been knocked out, but 
the 19 others formed up on the grid again 
in their original places, leaving for the 
missing ones. (These were Schec 
Wood, Mass, Pace—the whole Surtees team 
wiped out — Beltoise, de Adamich, Willlam- 
son, Follmer and Oliver) At 3.36 pm the 
‘start_was given again, with no showmanship 
this time, to go the original distance of 67 
laps, and’ again it looked a good start. The 
front row smoked off even more enthusi 
tically than before, Fittipaldi trying to get be- 
tween the two McLarens and Stewart trying 


to duplicate his first-race effort. Lauda got 
away a fraction early to take adval ‘of 
the gap left by the third McLaren in front 


of him, and his slightly illicit momentum car- 
ied him on ahead of Stewart. The two front 
row McLarens found themselves pushed back 
a little by the right side of the grid, and as 
they streamed on across the wide’ airfield 
grassland it was Peterson from the startling 
Cauda, then Stewart, Fittipaldi, and the two 
MeLarens. Niki, the one driver who hadn't 
actually seen the first shunt, was the most 
eager-looking of them all and for all of the 
first lap he hurled round in his second place, 
14 refreshing sight to see the “English 

going so well on its home territory. 
‘On the second lap, braking into Stow 
Stewart slipped by into second place, anc 
then settled himself in to find out whi 
could do about Peterson. Having “blown my 
cover in the first start, and knowing Ronnie’ 
handling had been tweaked, he expected a 
Jong haul, but in fact the JPS was still not 
quite right and pretty soon the Tyrrell wa: 
Fight up tight behind. On the seventh lap 
Jackie got_an extra good run away from 
Becketts and had enough speed by the end 
of Hangar Straight to try for the inside of 
Stowe. He actually had the manoeuvre pulled 
nearly off, and was reaching down for fourth 
ee ‘when for some as yet unknown reason 
the practice gearchange bother cropped up 
again and selected second for him inste 
His rear wheels locked for a moment, €06/2 
turned sharp right, and then as the’ clutch 
pedal went down it ran on to the metalled 
Verge at the inside—straight af a photo- 
grapher. 

“He ran one way first, then the other, and 
I was all arms and elbows trying to avoid 
him: he came so close to being killed it isn't 
true. All that sent me back out on to the 
track ‘again, right on to the racing line, in 
front of everybody else. 1 had to get 
from there quick, so 1 pulled it back to the 
inside, but past ‘the surfaced area into the 
corn this time. Really deep in—it was higher 
than my airbox." 

He emerged from the weeds right behind 
Wilson Fittipaldi and joined the race, but 
instead of quickly making up ground on the 
midfield runners he held station for a bit and 
then peeled off into the crowded pits. The 


31 


Carlos Reutemann finished sixth in the sole-surviving Brabham. 


radiator intake was crammed full of plants 
fand earth, and the spoiler-lip was bent up 
blocking the opening anyway, so the tem- 
perature gauge was shooting up; besides that 
the nosepiece had been knocked partially 
loose from its mounts so it was secured 
once more and he had fallen a complete lap 
behind the leaders by the time he reached 
the race again. He slotted in between Hulme 
in fourth place and Hunt. 

With Stewart's departure Peterson was lef 
54 5 in the lead of the next man, who was 
now. Emerson F. Lauda's early charge had 
overheated his tyres, particularly his left 

ind he had fallen back through the 

Ieft Revson now in third 

relaxed and cool Revson driving 
f. smoothly handling powerful car, on the right 
tyres. He found he was a shade quicker 
than Fittipaldi through the corners, although 
the JPS "had the measure of me on the 
Straight” and he formed the opinion. thi 
rly that he would be able to get by almost 
‘any time he wanted, Emerson's position was 
obviously to protect Ronnie from Revvie, 
‘and on the next lap the leader was safer by 
fan additional half seconé—but then the gap 
began to close again. Peterson was in obvi: 
ous oversteer trouble still and Fittipaldi, try- 
ing to keep just clear of Revson, was help- 
lessly closing. Soon it was 42s, then on 
successive laps it was 4.15, 3.4 5.2.7 5,25 5, 
24s, 2.2 s—and there came a light sprinkle 
of rain! At the same moment, Emerson slowed 
‘abruptly and pulled on to the side at Abbey, 

He thought something in the diff had gone. 
but it turned out to be a broken CV joint— 

in the case of Lauda’s halfshaft failure, 
the type of limited slip fitted to most FI 
cars doesn't transmit torque to the 
side" if the other wheel is completely free. 
So there he was, stuck at the side of the 
track, watching his teammate now unprotected 
from’ the onslaught of a very on-form con- 
Adent American driver who had a bet to win 


Roger Williamson’ 


with himself. 

‘On the far side of the circuit there was 
actually a light rain coming down, not dense 
enough to really wet the surface or throw up 
Spray, but I was enough to daunt Ronnie 
with ‘his dodgy handling. (Bad thoughts of 
‘April when he spun away the lead in the 
Snow!) In a matter of a couple of laps Revson 
saw his chance, seized it, and drove straight 
away unchallenged. 

As the last two dozen laps came up, the 
situation was still extremely close. The 
Sprinkle. of rain stopped, leaving Peterson 
still second and determined to hold it, but 
both ‘Hunt and Hulme wanted to take him. 
The Hesketh protege was doing @ superb job, 
staying right with the leaders all the way 
the March being especially quick "through the 

as he put it and able to close up at the 
ends of the straights anything it lost coming 
Sut of the turns. Hulme said of his driving, 

"He was driving well. giving us a hard time.” 
Denny's own situation was handicapped by 
a front tyre that proved to be too soft a 
‘Compound—his own choice—and even though 
it was fitted to the right side, the inside of 
this righthand circuit, it was still going “oft” 
whenever he tried too hard and as it lost 
rubber it was going out of balance. So he 
was unwilling to press too hard too soon, 
‘and let Hunt go by for a while. 

"As they came down to the last dozen laps, 
all three closed up tight. This was good last 
Stage stuff, and any slip from Revson would 
mean they were racing for the win for he 
was still in plain sight ahead. Hunt, GP stars 
in his eyes and mirrors both, picked the S6th 
lap to make a try at Peterson, Braking into 
Becketts he scratched up close on the inside, 
but the JPS moved over enough to foil the 
attempt, That slowed both cars down, and 
shooting out through Chapel then Hulme 
closed right up tight, feinted one way to get 
Hunt responding. and then whipped across to 
the other side and by. That was third place, 


FI debut in the works March ended spectacularly in the first lop shunt. 


and only an ill-handling JPS was in the way 
‘of a Yardleymac one-two. That, and a streak 
of oil 

Wilson's Brabham had roared up the pits 
straight with a huge white cloud of oil smoke 
behind. The engine hadn't blown, an oil fitting 
hhad broken loose from the side of the engine 
“the Ecclestone mechanics thought it had 
probably been damaged at some point in the 
Multiple shunt, when the car was taken 
bouncing across rough ground. It was only as 
he got into Copse and checked his mirrors 
that Wilsinho realised what was wrong, and 
from the middle of the corner he moved 
smartly over to the inside, but the braking 
area and the first. part of the corner were 
Smeared with oil. Everyone following had to 
Swerve over to the middle and brake earlier, 
and that foiled Hulme's plans for Peterson. 

“if 1d had another five laps or so 1 could 
have taken him, 1 think, but that oil took » 
while to adjust to.” 

Hunt set best race lap just four from the 
end, and was right up there trying as hard 
as the other two on the last one. Like three 
F3 scratchers they came into Woodcote for 

time, nose to tail. Ronnie was trying, 
hhis bravest special slide and wobbled wide, 
wide, wide; Denny was cutting over tighter 
Towards the inside, keeping out of the tur- 
bulence and ready to snatch any advantage 
from a JPS falter, and James was looking 
for @ way through between them both. The 
ap at the line was 0.4 % for Hunt, 02 & 
for Hulme—and Peterson was a scant 28 5 
behind Revson after 67 laps of 131 mph 
racing, 

Peterson had gone so wide at the exit that 
he only just saved the car, and as he 
made it back on to the track he lifted off 
abruptly, and Hulme nearly rammed him there 
before the pits! And then, even as Revson was 
there in the John Player lorry celebrating 
his first ever GP win, nine minutes after the 
chequered flag the British skies opened up 
ina genuine soaking cloudburst 

So this race that had started with such a 
spectacle, and seemed at one point to be 
fulned, carried on to a fabulous finish, The 
excitement once again had stayed at the front 
of the field alll the way, which is just where 
it should be—but so often isn’t, Back down 
the line were drivers who were less and less 
happy. Cevert. came fifth, all alone, never 
having been able to keep Up with the leaders, 
‘and convinced there must have been a punc 
ture in-a tyre, Reutemann had not made such 
a grandiose start the second time 
he-come and talk with me.") and never got 
in touch with the leaders, and at the end still 
thought his experimental wing was respon 
sible for too little straight line speed. Regaz 
Zoni soldiered on rather low on inspiration, 
nothing really wrong, while Ickx and Ganley 
hada good dice most of the way with simi- 
larly awkward motor cars which was spoilt 
just before the end when the Iso broke an- 
other rear wing stay. Stewart had decided not 
to press too hard after rejoining the race, and 
when he saw what was going on among 
the leaders he dropped back out of their 
way. Anyway, he could see a rear tyre profile 
going wrong from lowering pressure, and a 
flicking oversteer condition proved it was true, 
so he cruised carefully to a lowly 10th place 
finish, Beutler had never joined in anything 
all day, but he finished ahead of the specta 
cular Lauda who had a pit stop to change his 
worn-out left front tyre, later spun on the 
circuit at Club and then stopped to change 
a rear tyre. 

‘Von Opel drove another steady race marred 
only by a pit stop to report rising water tem- 
perature; after investigation the Nunn men 
Gecided ‘the instrument itself had been dam- 
‘aged in the shunt and sent him out to con- 

run was interrupted by a 
stop to clear dirt from the throttle slide 
after Brands he would naturally be sensitive 
fon this point!—and was finally halted by a 
seized metering unit. Hill stopped for a tyre 
change and then gave up a bad day when the 
whole front subframe, complete with steering 
rack, pulled loose from the tub. Amon gave up 
in disgust with low fuel pressure, while poor 
McRae’s Fl debut ended ignominiously at the 
first turn of the first lap with throttles jammed 
solid with dirt 
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FORMULA 3 


Rouff and GRD on top 


The Formula Three form book was upset at 
Silverstone last weekend when American 
driver Tony Rouf won the John Player F3 
‘Championship round in his AB3 Racing GRD- 
1g for 
the majority of the race although under great 
Pressure from the works DART. GRD-Vegan- 
Alan Jones and Russell Wood's 
ered Flag March, Jones made & mist 
at Beckett Ia tried to ps 
‘which 
minute 
penalty for a jump start, and lost the lead. 
Wood's chance of attacking Rouff went as he 
avoided the works GRD which finally took 
's ahead of Brian Henton’s 
yy. Mo Harness drove well in 
his new Modus March-Brown to take fifth 
having spun early on. 

It was generally a good weekend for GRD 
and Vegantune as this combination won both 
the heats, Jones and Rouff, as well as the 
final tipping the F3 scales’ towards Norfolk 


\cked a foreign 
element due to a clashing French champion: 
ship round in France but the meeting was 
noted for the tightening up of serutineering, 
Which eliminated the second and third cars 
from the first heat. No infringement of the 
regulations was accepted however small, 
which Is to be welcomed with the proviso 
that the same standards are maintained at all 
meeting 

Th recent years a Big Three series of races 
has evolved in the F3 calendar: major sup- 
porting attraction at the Monaco, French and 
British GPs. Silverstone was the third, the 
previous two races having been totally domi- 
nated by Frenchmen, Unfortunately the Silver 
stone round of the John Player Championship 
lacked an international entry. An unfortunate 
clash of dates meant that there was a French 
championship at Magny Cours the same day 
‘which robbed the British runners of their big 
chance of revenge. 

‘Thus the grids for the two heats, run on 
Friday, with the thinnest anyone could 
remember for such an important race. Each 
heat was given one hour practice sessions on 
‘Thursday. 


HEAT 1 


In the first heat two drivers managed to 
better the lap record, 1 m 32.2 s set by Alan 
Jones at the Daily Express meeting in 1972 
‘and equalled this year by Ian Taylor. First to 
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do it was Mike Wilds 
Dempster Developments March-Holbay 733. 
‘The car had never turned a wheel before 
practice but Wilds took to it immediately and 
the immaculate Colin Bennett prepared 

rarely looked like being anywhere other than 
fon pole. Alan Jones however has recently 
returned to top form with the works DART 
GRD-Vegantune 372 and with chief works 
mechanic Alistair Dimock looking after the 
car again it featured the tweak first seen at 
Snetterton last. week: the addition of two 
braces between the engine and the chassis. 
This has certainly brought the GRD back on 
level par with the March. “It wasn’t that they 
went Quicker, we went siower,” sald one team 
member. Jones did his time despite gear 
selection trouble which ended with a seizure 
of the box. Another of the new March cus 
tomers was the third quickest on 1m 32.5 s 
This was Danny Sullivan in the ex-Evans 
updated 723 Vegantune. His driving and att 
tude served him well and he seems to be the 


Kuwashima 
March-Holbay 733 on 1 m 32.8 s although not 
being too happy with his engine. Fifth 
quickest was Andy Sutcliffe in the Ken 
Appleby/Mitford Group Elden-Holbay. Both 
car and driver impressed and it was a shame 
he missed the final 15 m when he ran out of 
petrol on the circuit. The third row consisted 
of Buzz Buzaglo (ex-Wood Pete Bloore March- 
Novamotor 723), Teleco (Angelieri March-Nova 
733) both on 33.2 s, and Jeremy Gambs (GRD: 
Holbay 373) on 33.5 s. The rest of the grid 
ined up as follows : Bernard Vermillo (Merlyn- 
Nova), 33.7 s; Randy Lewis (Wrangler Brab- 
ham-Nova BT41), 338 s; John Sheldon 
(Royale-Vegantune), 34.6 s; John Macdonald 
(GRD-Nova), 36.7 s; Jimmy Fuller (Brabham. 
Holbay BT38). 36.9 s; Simon Shermar 
(Royale-Vegantune), 373° s; Mike Tyrrell 
(MRE-Brown), 37.9 s; Tony Brise (March- 
Holbay), 382 s; John Littler (Ensign-Vegan- 
tune), 384 s; Jose Santo (March-Brown), 
525s. Brise’s lowly position In the Kent 
Messenger car was caused by an engine blow- 
up after just three laps. The car was taken 
to Holbay and the engine repaired, returning 
just 30 m before the start of the heat 


Drama before the start of the 10-lap heat 
came when Sullivan could not start his engine 
and had to sit and pray as the grid set off. 
‘A number of people were caught out by the 
repositioning of the starter of which most 
knew nothing. Anyway it was a clean getaway 
with Wilds taking the initiative from Jones, 


Kuwashima, Teleco (who was penalised for 
jumping), Vermilio and Sutcliffe, It was. still 
Wilds at the end of the first Iap with Jones 
pushing him hard. Teleco was up to third but 
already a short way down. Kuwashima, Sut- 
Vermilio, Gambs, Sheldon, Buzaglo, 

ito, Sher- 


the end of 
all chances as he called into the pits and after 
one further lap quit with a major lack revs 


said. Although he could have st 
he preferred to go to Birmingham and collect 
his “degree. 

‘The battle for the lead never really con- 
cerned anyone but Wilds and Jones. The GRD. 
took the lead at Stowe on the second lap and 
from then on always led across the finishing 
line although some determined driving by 
Wilds, still seeking his first F3 win, made life 
very tricky. Mike did get In front again on 
occasions but never for long and eventually 
Jones took the flag by .3 s, Third after a well: 
driven race was Sutcliffe who took the place 


from Teleco on Jap 6; he in fact started to 
reel in the leaders at one stage but was 5 s 
down at the finish, The race however was not 
decided on the track but in the scrutineering 
bay when both Wilds and Sutcliffe were dis- 
qualified. Wilds’ 


engine held a very good 


It might seem rather petty to disqualify 
Wilds as there was obviously nothing to bt 
gained by such a minimal amount but it wai 
gratifying to see that at long last the scrut 
neers are taking the thing seriously. It can 
only be hoped that this will apply at all 
cireults. 

‘With the disqualifications it was Kuwashima 
who took second as Teleco, fourth on the 
road, was way down with his penalty. 
Vermilio took it steadily and was a lonely 
sixth on the road ahead of the equally well 
spaced Lewis and 
well from the back. 
eighth by 3 s with Sherman all 
tenth. Macdonald put in a very brave effort to 
shoot past Fuller and Tyrrell on th 
‘of Woodeote to get 11th although they were 
Split In. the results by the penalised Teleco 
and Sullivan. The latter in fact went very 
quickly after his push start and moved up 
impressively before spinning at Woodcote. 
Buzaglo had a big moment on the grass at 
the same corner early on when seventh and 
retired with the resultant damaj 


HEAT 2 


Pole man for heat two was the quickest F3 
man on the circuit in practice. The honour 
fell to Brian Henton with his privately owned 
GRD now using a Stuart Rolt prepared engin 
Rolt used to do Henton's FSV mills. Hi 
his GRD fitted with his own chassis mods 
similar to. the works, did a very creditable 
i'm 31.9 5, the only driver to break the 32 
barrier. “It was worth the £100 I paid the 
timekeepers just to walk round the ps 
with everyone knowing 1 was quick 
Joint lap record holder tan Taylor did 
1m 32.1.5 with the Chris Andrews/Baty 
March-Holbay while completing the front row 
was American Tony Rouff with the modified 
2 GRD-Vegantune which he has 
to good effect recently. His 
improvement continued to produce 322 
Mo Harness was next up in his brand ne 
unraced Modus March-Brown 733. He was 


he reckoned he still had not found its limits. 
Pedro Passadore equalled this in the second 
modified DART GRD-Vegantune to complete 
the second row. The Pete Bloore prepared 
‘Marches of Leonel Friedrich (Holbay) and 
Russell Wood (Nova) were next up on 32.4 
and 328 s respectively, Wood's Chequered 
Flag car still not fitted with the best of 
engines. Rather surprisingly next up was 
Roelof Wunderink's. Ensign-Vegantune on 
33.0 s with Matt Spitzley’s March-Brown and 
Larry Perkins’ works — Ensign-Novamotor 
next up 1 s and 2s slower respectively. 


ARGENTINE 1s © FITTIPALDI 


GRAND PRIX John Player Special 
BRAZILIAN 1s E. FITTIPALDI 
GRAND PRIX John Player Special 
SOUTH AFRICAN 4g J. STEWART 
GRAND PRIX Tyrrell 

SPANISH 1s €. FITTIPALDI 
GRAND PRIX John Player Special 
FRENCH 1s R. PETERSON 
GRAND PRIX John Player Special 
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Perkins drove the Ensign briefly on Tuesday 
before stuffing it slightly and was perturbed 
that he could not get it to oversteer to his 
liking. Richard Robarts led the rest in his 
Myson GRD-Nova, the engine of which was 
rather down on power with bent valves fol- 
Towing his Snetterton prang. Derek Lawrence 
(Ehrlich) was next on 33.8 s with Johnny 
Gerber (Brabham-Vegantune BT41) on 33.9 5 
completing the fifth row. Justin Haler_man- 
aged to arrange the ex-Brise GRD for Barrie 
Maskell to drive on behalf of Competition Car, 

le. Mike Warner found further sponsor 
ship from Myson in the form of their Sun- 
flame division which produced the startling 
colour scheme. Having had the suspension 
damaged in a pit road accident Barrie only 
had time to do a 34.3 5. Ken Sedgley (Ensign- 
Vegantune), 34.4 5; Roger Craven (GRD- 
Vegantune), 34.9 s;\ Nick Crossley (March- 
Nova), 35.8 s; Tom Hilliar (Ensign-Vegan- 
tune), 36.6 s; Val Musetti (Royale-Vegantune), 
37.4 5, Steve Coen (March 713), 52.9 5 and 
Mike ‘Catlow (Elden-Holbay) completed the 
runners, Catlow had been well up on his 
Practice time but an RAC cock-up over 
entries meant that he had to start at the 
back. 


Henton made a superb start (for which 
he was initially penalised before success 
fully appealing) and led off the line from 
Rouf, Taylor and Harness. Rouff showed 
he knew all about slipstreaming as he darted 
Inside Henton at Woodcote on the first lap 
to take a lead he was never to lose for 
any length of time. Henton was second from 
Taylor, Wood (moving up well), Harness, 
Gerber (who blatantly jumped the start but 

wssadore, Wunderink, 
cell, Musetti, Robarts, 
Catlow, Sedgley and Coen. 
Lawrence trickled into the pits with a burned 
‘out clutch and retired. 

‘On lap two the leading battle contained 
six cars’ in the order Rouff, Henton, Wood 
Taylor, Harness and Gerber. It was all good 
traditional Silverstone slipstreaming stuff and 
with the drivers being good mannered. Wood 
Yemoted Henton on lap three only to lose 
it ingain next time round when Gerber spun 
out of the way at Copse, While Rouff always 
led across the line there was much in-fighting 
all the way round with positions never the 
ame for more than 100 yards. Harness 
dropped back from them with a slow punc- 
ture and no limited slip diff so at the start 
of the penultimate tour it was between four 
cars, Rouff in fact seemed to have broken 
clear but Wood had it all weighed up and 
eft’ Henton whose engine had gone very 
flat to fend off similarly handi- 
capped Taylor. As Rouff appeared under the 
Daily Express Bridge Wood tried both the 
inside and the outside but the GRD seemed 


to grow wider the harder he tried and so 
it was Routf who took a deserving victory 
by 1s Henton had been the quickest 
man on the track setting fastest lap 
‘9s quicker than anyone else but bent 
valves cut the gee-gees and he dropped a 
second on Rouff with Taylor 2 s behind him. 
Harness was safe in fifth with his problems 
although a frantic three car carve up for 
Sixth closed towards the end. The place fin- 
ally went to Robarts who drove well after 
& dreadful start with Passadore and Wunder- 
ink respectively 4s and .7 behind. 

Perkins chucking out lots of oil was only 
a further 2s down with Spitzley half a 
Second behind him, Maskell fought his way 
to the front of this bunch and pulled away 
initially until a curious ignition problem 
demanded a visit to the pits. Friedrich we 
with them for the first lap only before rub- 
Dishing his car at Club. Catlow therefore took 
Ith after a good drive with Gerber. Cross- 
ley, Craven, Musetti, Sedgley and Hilliar com: 
pleting the runners. 


FINAL 


The grid for the final made up of the 
first 12 from each heat plus the next 12 
fastest laps ended up as follows: 


The starter fooled everyone with his change 
of style for the final which meant there was 
@ great deal of creeping and iumping for 
which only one person, Gerber, was penalised. 

The two GRDs of Jones and Rouff got 
away best and it was the American who 
found Copse first’ with Jones, 
Kuwashima and Henton following. 

Into Woodcote for the first time Wood 
leap-frogged to the front and lead a huge 
bunch which contained Rouff, Jones, 
Kuwashima,  Henton, Robarts,  Passadore, 
Taylor, Perkins, Wunderink, Harness, Gerber, 
Vermilio, Teleco, Lewis, Buzagio, “Maskell, 
Catlow, Sullivan and the rest behind. 

Tt was not until lap five that the race 
really got Itself sorted out after some desper- 
‘ate battling had virtually brought people to 
thelr proper places. From Inp two Rouff led 
with Jones applying great pressure, Wood w: 
third—just—from Kuwashima with Henton, 
Gerber, Perkins, Robarts, Vermilio and 
Taylor’ all in line astern behind. The next 
group were some way behind being led by 


Brian Henton crossed up on hie way to fourth ahead of Robarts, Perkins and Kuwashima. 
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Teleco from Maskell who had shot up the 
field, Buzaglo, Wunderink, Harness, who had 
spun way down on lap three was and begin 
ning a brilliant recovery, Lewis, Santo, Sulli- 
van, Spitzley, Catlow. The next bunch were 
Tarther back headed by Craven from 
Lawrence, Musetti, Sherman, — Crossley, 
Gambs, Passadore, who had spun down from 
sixth on lap three, Sedgley, Macdonald and 
Hi 


a little with Rouff, Jones and Wood going 
clear of Kuwashima, who started to lose 
steam rapidly. Within two laps Gerber had 
broken clear of the second |bunch and joined 
up to make it a leading foursome. Contrary 
to form Gerber easily drove the Brabham past 
the others with no trouble and on lap 10 took 
the lead. And then he proceeded to. pull 
out a second or so. Rouff, Jones and Wood 
knew of Gerber's penalty and did not worry 
too much but his ‘speed omazed them all 

‘The final ten laps were just between Rout, 
Jones and Wood as Gerber stayed a smali 
way clear at the front. The two GRDs really 
were carving each other up in a grand manner 
although this possibly was the reason Gerber 
went clear. Wood calmly sat and watched 
them, waiting for a mistake or the last lap 
whichever came sooner, to make his move 

Jones made it to second on lap 19 and 
with Rouff tucked in behind they towed up 
to. Gerber, Jones wanting the Brabham 
behind him solely to keep Rouff and Wood 

‘much further back. Going into Copse 
ting the last lap Jones caught right, up. 
He made his bid at Becketts and tried to 
slip Inside: he took too tight a line which 
meant going over some oll which he knew 
was there Unfortunately this valiant attempt 
came unstuck and the Australian spun, For 
Rout and Wood it meant some rapid avold- 
ing action which split them a little and ma‘ 
the ‘finish anti-climatic. Gerber won by 
Second on the road but was 17th with his 
penalty, which after a protest was made to 
Stand. ‘Thus Rouff took a well deserved win 
by 1s from Wood giving GRD and Vera 
tune thelr third wins of the meeting, One 
or two recent March customers looked long 
faced despite Wood's efforts. Jones wound 
up third 6.5 s behind and just 1 s in front 
of Henton who again suffered a power loss 
with bent valves. The second half of the 
race also. saw the second. big bunch split 
Un. and it was Harness driving very skile 
fully who climbed up very well to get fifth 
Kuwashima dropped back with power prob: 
Jems and was only 15 s ahead of Buzaglo 
‘at the finish. Teleco, who hed made a pretty 
poor start before moving up well with Buz 
and was eighth well ahead of Taylor whose 
thgine just was not up to the job. Passadore 
was another who recovered extremely well 
after an indiscretion and he) got up to. ninth. 
Missing from these places at the end were 
Perkins and Vermilio who had a’ coming 
tomether at Becketts when| the former got 
taken by surprise as the Ensign finally over- 
Steered and spun, Kuwashima avoided him 
but Vermilio had no choice but to clout him 
damaging both cars quite extensively. 
Robarts was pushing Henton hard until lap 
16 when he got on the grass in front of the 
pits, soun mightily on the track and si 
He was push started which resulted in exclus- 
jon from the results. Maskell too fought his 
wav un to sixth at one point only to have 
the fuel pump pack up a lap from the end, 
however he is back in business. Others to go 
out from the midfield men were Sullivan 
and Lewis when the two cars touched at 
Copse on lap nine and themselves a 
power of no good. 

"All this left Santo to 11th place .1 s ahead 
of Wunderink while Catlow was only just 
over a second behind them, 

‘Spitzley was next up, Ss ahead of 
Musetti_ who put up his’ best performance 
in top company. Lawrence soldiered on with 
the Ehrlich not disgracing himself at all 
while Sedgley, Crossley, Sherman and 
Hilliar completed the unlapped runners while 
Macdonald was still running a lap down with 


a very flat engine. 
1AN PHILLIPS 
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he DTV Weekend 


Saturday, July 7th 

All the DTV stars competed in the Vauxhall Trophy 
Chase at Oulton Park. Gerry Marshall led the pack home and 
established a race average only a little outside the class 
record! All the cars may have been Vauxhalls, but it was 
still a race. 


Sunday, July 8th 

Having decided that the weekend should continue 
in the same vein, Gerry Marshall and Bill Dryden departed 
southwards. Bill went to Mallory Park, to the MCD Special 
Saloon race. The SMT Firenza never missed a beat and he led 
the race from start to finish 


Gerry Marshall pressed on further south, to Thruxton 
and the Forward Trust Championship race. Here he led 
from the start, dropping back only to retrieve his sunglasses!!! 
Undeterred by this he stormed back and won, establishing a 
new lap record 


All in all it was a good weekend, but then DTV 
weekends usually are 


Ist Oulton Park G. Marshall 
Ist Mallory Park W. Dryden 
Ist Thruxton G. Marshall 


Tour of Britain 
2nd Class B. Williams 
3rd Class P. Harper Biv 


4th Class D. Thorne 
3rd Team overall Tour of Britain. eer / 
(AN resutts. sublect to official confirmétion) 
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Nicholson holds off early chatleny 


FORMULA ATLANTIC 


Porley and Vandervell who took second eventually. 


Nicholson all the way 


Formula Allantic came to the Silverstone GP 
circuit for the second time for the most 
important race of 

in the Yellow 


‘Nicholson by .6 § from Colin Vander. 
‘Triplex March-Smith. A nasty accident 
just after the start unfortunately ellminated 
three cars from the first two rows of the grid 
but the race was very hard fought throughout 
and provided good entertainment. 

‘Geol Friswell's March (ook third after » 
good drive through the field while David 
Purley’s Lee March was fourth after spinning 


The 
they had arrived when it became known that 


they were to fun at the GP meeting. The 
formula has really gained in strength this year 
and there were 29 competitive cars on the 
arid. 

‘The times of the leading competitors would 
have sufficed for an Fl grid a year ago and 
practice showed that the front runners are all 
Closely matched, The stars of the earlier GP 
lrcuit Atlantic race again showed up well in 
practice. John Nicholson put the Pinch Lyncar- 
Nicholson on pole with a 1 m 244 5, 0 full 
2.2 + inside his own lap record. Ray Mallock 
backed up the programme notes with another 
good showing of his undoubted talent by doing 
1m 24.8 s with the Chequered Flag March- 
‘Swindon, The engine in fact started to clatter 
near the end of practice; sadly a severe 
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shortage of funds prevents a spare being 
available s0 the whole team went to Swindon 
Where John Dunn and his men replaced the 
crankshaft, rods, pistons and so on in a long. 
Overnight ‘session to enable Ray to make the 
grid. David Purley was next up in the Lec 
March-Lec on 25.1 s with Jas Patterson’ 
similar Texaco car 3 s slower. Stephen 
Choularton’s Autovita March did 26.1 s to pip 
Tom Pryce in the works-attended Motul-RES 
MI (26.2 5), Geoff Friswell (March-Hart) and 
Colin Vandervell (Triplex March-Smith), who 
both did 26.3 5. Both in fact had problems 
‘and would undoubtedly have gone quicker. 
Friswell did but six laps before being stopped 
from going out by a pit marshal who saw 
two drops of oil come from the car. No leak 
was found but he was adamant that Geoff was 
not to practise any more. Vandervell had an 
engine problem in the smart Triplex car and 
after failing to get within 2 s of the pole man, 
the engine finally seized: a new mill was fitted 
for the ra 

‘Two other interesting entries were Tom 
Walkinshaw ina brand new Tui and David 
Oxton in a Lyncar of similar vintage. Walkin- 
shaw's Myson GRD was not ready due to 
engine problems and at the last minute Alan 
McCall ‘asked him to drive his brand new 
David Wood powered car in which he did a 
27-2 s. Oxton, who surely has a very bright 
future, teamed up with fellow New Zealander 
John Nicholson in a brand new Pinch Lyncai 
Nicholson and did a respectable 27.9 s. 


SESAET Te monkeys 


‘The 15-lap race closed the programme and 
just before the start there was a short shower 
of rain which cast doubts about what tyres to 
tun. It cleared up well before the start but 
Bev Bond's Harry Stiller/Custom Made GRD- 
‘Swindon had to run wets as one of the slicks 
punctured and there was not time to have it 
replaced. 


The whole Geld left the grid neatly but just 
before the bridge there was an extremely 
nasty accident which eliminated three of the 
first five on the grid. Mallock, who was neck 
and neck with Nicholson vying for the lead, 
was rammed from behind by Choularton. Ray 
slewed sideways and drove on to the grass 
and out of the way undamaged while 
Choularton with a broken front wishbone went 
right and hit Patterson who was sent cart- 
wheeling across the track and into the bank 
under the bridge unfortunately clipping. 
Malleck as he went which damaged the former 
Clubmen's champion’s nose and bottom wish- 
bone pick-up point so he could not continue. 
Patterson's car was extensively damaged but 
luckily he and Mallock were both unburt. 
Choularton, whose driving was protested 
unsuccessfully by a fourth driver not involved, 
pulled off at Copse. 

Thus at the end of the first lap it was 
Nicholson leading from Lepp, having taken 
good advantage of the early chaos, Pryce, 
Vandervell, Salisbury, Purley (badly delayed 
in the chaos), Friswell (likewise), Wingfield, 
Bailey, Walkinshaw, Bond, Rajah, Andrews 
Oxton, Webb (penalised 1m for jumping the 
start), Cooper, Robinson, Lucas and the rest 
Wardie retired his Surtees after the first lap 
with chronic misfire. 

Nicholson seemed to pull out a little in the 
next few laps as the battles for the next few 
places raged. Dicing for second were Lepp, 
Pryce, Vandervell and Price had it on 
Iap two then Lepp. in before Vande 
vell took over on lap four with Purley moving. 
up to third, Lepp was taken by Pryce on lay 
seven but they dropped a shade from the 
other two who simultaneously closed on 
Nicholson, 

‘Salisbury, Friswell and Bailey fought it out 
a short distance behind. Friswell had a 
moment on lap four and dropped back a littl 
also worried by the accident involving Mal 
lock. But he soon got into the groove and put 
in a spectacular drive which moved him well 
up the fiel 

‘On lap 11 Nicholson, Vandervell and Purley 
were all together but the following lap Purley 
had a big. spin at Becketts which dropped 
him to sixth just behind the flying Friswell. 
This became fifth a lap later when Pryce 
emulated him at Becketts and fourth on the 
penultimate lap when Lepp blew up at Stowe. 
Purley however had not been able to stay 
with Friswell who took third 2 s ahead, 

jandervell really put the pressure on 
Nicholson at the front in the final couple of 
laps and although the New Zealander's engine 
seemed to be missing at high speeds there 
was nothing he could do to get closer than 
6 5. Still a great race. 

Behind Purley, who with Nicholson had set 
2 new lap record of 25.8 s, was Oxton who 
drove the Lyncar as if he's been doing so 
all year. He caught and passed the battling 
Salisbury and Bailey with no trouble and 
pulled out four ssconds on them 

The Tuis of Murdoch, who ws 
from the grid with a reluctant engine, finished 
ninth and tenth while Lucas showed some of 
his old fire with his new March moving up 
well to finish Lith well ahead of Wingfield. 
Rajah had been as high as ninth at one point 
before spinning twice at Club, something which 
looked likely to happen anywhere on the 
circuit. 

The Atlantic people gave a good account 
of themselves and the formula should con- 
tinue to support the GP in future years, 


IAN PHILLIPS 


Yeon Paase Frmate AuartC Championship round 


Inte away 
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SUCCESS IS GOING TO OUR TYRES 


Peter Revson won the John Player 
Grand Prix on Goodyear tyres. That's our 
9th Grand Prix win this season: A grand 


Ist PETER REVSON 


(YARDLEY McLAREN) total of 9 out of 9. 
OND R PETERSON The reason we go racing is to improve 
le our tyres. And that’s why we keep up our 
(JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL) recog Saeare. : 
Every success brings more experience, 
more knowledge. Sooner or later this pays 
3rd. HULME sae Grae 
(YARDLEY McLAREN) construction. 
Like the G800 Supersteel. 
ALL ON GOODYEAR TYRES The G800 Supersteel is the first tyre to 


combine the dual reinforcement of steel 
belts under the tread surface and polyester 
cords in the sidewall. er 
The G800 Supersteel i: 
far outlasts fabric-belted « wye4 
radials—more than amid” 
doubles crossply 
mileage. 
For the full range 
of Goodyear ”’ winners,” 
see your local Goodyear dealer. 
Whatever car you drive, you'll find there's 
a Goodyear tyre for you. 


GOODZYEAR 
TYREPOWER 
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‘The Automotive Products Touring Car Trophy 
race will be sadly remembered for the dread- 
ful accident which hospitalised Dave 
Matthews, Dave Brodie and Gavin Booth. The 
accident happened on the eighth lap of the 
20-lap round in the British Touring Car Cham- 
plonship and very little interest could be 
Mustered for the rest of the race. Already by 
this stage Frank Gardner had set his seal 
‘on the British G2 round with the 7-litre SCA 
Freight Chevrolet Camaro to take the overall 
lead of the series, once Frank's main opposi- 
tion from Brian Mulr ended when the BMW's 
engine disintegrated. 

With many of the interesting newcomers 

's Group 2 race in the entry list 
turn up at Silverstone, most 
‘news " interest centred on the Nissan Dat- 
sun entries In the 1001 to 1300 cc. class. 
‘These were the first Group 2 cars from the 
works Japan outfit, with Moto Kitano driving 
the Sunny (running on twin Solex) and Alec 
Poole driving the Lucas-injected Cherry. Both 
cars produced around 130 bhp and the Sunny 
ran 8 in Dunlops all round while the Cherry 
had in front and 7 in rear, Poole being 
troubled with understeer while both cars 
suffered brake problems. However, they were 
still most impressive on their first outing, 
Kitano recording 1 m 44.2 s, which was less 
than a second outside the class record and 
put him on the fifth row of the grid just 
behind the faster Escort BDA 1300s, while 
Poole was on the same row on 1 m'469 s 
‘The 1300 lap record stood to Vince Woodman 
in 1m 43.4 8 and he further reduced that 
in practice to 1 m 422 5 with his BDA- 
‘engined Escort to put him on the fourth row 
with Peter Hanson's rebuilt Broadspeed 
Escort just 0.7 s slower. The third fastest 
BDA-engined Escort, the works Boreham- 
prepared car of Mrs Gillian Fortescue-Thomas 
split the Datsuns on 1 m 45.9 5. 

‘The front row was the usual set-up with 
Frank Gardner's 7-litre SCA Camaro taking 
L.ls off its class record with the best prac- 
tice lap of 1 m 33.3 s, while Yogi Muir 
also lapped under ‘the class record in 1m 
34.1 swith the Malcolm Gartlan-run BMW 
CSL. ‘Muir's BMW was benefiting from the 
recently homologated rear wing set-up first 
used by the works BMWs to win the Nurburg- 
ring 6 Hours and which improved the 
handling considerably, and was using a new 
Alpina 3.3-litre experimental unit. Muir only 
lused one of the two lavish practice sessions 
as a rocker arm broke in the first, Complet- 
ing the front row the smart Lindrick 
Finance/Broadspeed Capri RS driven by Dave 
Matthews who recorded 1 m 356 5 in the 
fone session he used. The other over 2-litre 
contenders were David Howes, whose AM 
Javelin was making a much welcome but 
rare Group 2 appearance, and Dennis Leech’s 
7030 ce Hoss Mustang, which is used when 
Dennis can find the money to run it. Howes 
was much happier with bigger wheels to 
get on to the second row in 1 m 380 s 
while Leech was one row further back on 
Tm 38.1 5, 

‘Although only three cars appeared in the 
1301 to 2000 ce category, all three Escort 
BDAs were strong contenders with Andy 
Rouse’s Broadspeed example fastest on 1m 
37.4 8 ahead of Dave Brodie (1_m 383 s) 
and. Jon Buncombe (1m 386 5). The 
L-litre class was dominated by the George 
Bevan Imps with Bill McGovern 1 s faster 
than Les Nash with a time of 1 m 50.1 s. 
In this class Jim Burrows’ Mini caused pro- 
blems in Thursday's practice when it littered 
Itself across the track and Gardner had three 
flats when skating across the rubble. Practice 
was halted while the mess was cleared up. 


RACE 


Dennis Leech’s rapid start from the third 
row caused quite a lot of bumping and boring 
before Copse, where Yogi Muir appeared in 
the lead with Leech in second ahead of 
Gardner, who had got very sideways at 
the start. Gardner demoted Leech by Abbey, 
but Mulr kept on to his lead for the end 
‘of the first lap with the Camaro hard on 
its tail and out of Copse on the second 
tour, the American monster gobbled up the 
BMW to take hold of a comfortable lead. 
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GROUP 2 

‘At the end of the first lap Leech held third rest of the race contained very little interest 
from Brodie, Rouse, Matthews, Howes and for us. Cars virtually came to a halt at 
Buncombe, but the Broadspeed Capri soon Abbey for the first few laps after the incident, 
recovered from being pushed out at the start and the warning flags were displayed for the 
to take fourth place on the second lap and a rest of the race. 


er, Matthews had demoted Leech 100 
then came under attack from the op “ycner bad a 
Phenomenal 2-litre dice beween Rouse and Of, ne Proceeding 
Brodie with the Broadspeed Escort appearing jt "appears he was Involved in. the Abbey 
at Woodcote for the first time ahead of accident. He continued a lap down. After the 
Brodie on the fourth lap, when both Escorts  SCcjgene- [16 Continued 6 po eond plac 
had disposed of ‘Leech, while behind them Came "under aitack” from Howes and "Bun: 
Howes was. pulling away from Buncom combe “and the ailing Mustang stopped for 
Gardner did not pull far ahead of the BMW, © g™mue and) Ine, tle ete etnene 
which was being caught by Matthews Capri, fyi, ,at ecketts on the tan ta ace to 
but Muir's efforts to keep with the Camaro Gardner, although the Javelin was harried all 
ended on the seventh lap when the BMW the way by Buncombe’s Escort, which won 
blew up, in a cloud of smoke at Chapel. the Zulitre class. Clear winner of the 1300 
Bur Gardner still wasn't that far ahead of {he 2-lltre clase. Clear wines toot BDA 
the Matthews Capri, which had the dicing finished fourth and was caught on the line 
Escorts a little farther behind. But then — fitlsed. fourth and was caughe On te eked 
fon the eighth lap, there was the most  pY,cumomate Andy Rouse whe ter Hanson 


Sisson eocllont’ tn which ira @umcnic eo Sack fromthe BA-Atop, write) Peter shanean 
Sstertaln what Rappened, but from the press OMering no. challenge 


Gardner had a mammoth 1 


box we saw the dreadful sight of Matthews 
Capri cartwheeling down the track in a ball One of the highlights of the race came 
ofr fame with Brodie's Escort doing the next. the |1300,_dice, between Forteney 
same. It later became rent that the Thomas and Kitano's Datsun, which saw the 
Eident occurred when lapping Gary Booth's Sunny chasing the Escort for most of the 
T-litre Mini which was also heavily damaged race in a dice which couldn't have been much 
in the accident with all cars catching alight. closer. However Kitano’s last-bid effort ended 
Marshals quckly extinguished the fires, but with the engine blowing up on the last lap, 
drivers took some time being released although he still managed to coast in behind 
from their terribly wrecked cars and all the lady Escort driver in eighth place, just 
three were rushed to hospital ahead of Poole’s Cherry. The Datsun debut 
‘Once this awful incident had occurred, the was impressive. Jon Mowatt was the first 


During their 1300 class dice Giltian Fortescue-Thomas’ Escort just leads Kitano’s Datsun Sunny. 


Nell Corner took his Grand Prix 3-litre Aston 
Martin DBR4 to a 102 mph victory in the JCB 
Historie Trophy race, but was involved in a 
closely-fought battle for supremacy with John 
Roberts’ Lotus 16 for most of the race unt 

the Lotus” brakes started to fade and Corner 
pulled away. In the JCB placings, Corner has 

‘S-point lead over John Harper's Lister- 
guar, which was under the weather last 
Saturday but still leads the over 3-litre class, 
while leader of the 2-litre section, Richard 
Pilkington (Cooper-Bristol) is third after win- 
fning his class again. Corner also leads Harper 
In the British Empire Trophy standings. 

‘After a shower of rain the track was dry 
for the start of the 12-lap JCB race, which 
saw much avoiding action to miss Richard 
Bond's Lister-Jaguar from the second row 
when it juddered to a halt with a fault in the 
ignition switch to retire soon after, Roberts 
ex-Bill Wilks Lotus 16 was at last running 
properly and from the outside of the front 
row, he went into the lead which he held 
narrowly from Corner's Aston Martin for the 
first three laps. Then the Aston took com- 
mand into Copse, but still Roberts pestered 
the larger-engined car until the ninth lap 
when the intervention of wandering back: 
markers and oiling brakes on the Lotus 
enabled Corner to pull away until the finish 
Charles Lucas, in Lord Hesketh’s Birdcage 
Maserati Tipo 61, demoted Nick Faure's 
Hexagon spaceframe Li guar on. the 
Second lap for third place and pulled away 
from it inthe second half of the race, Faure's 
Lister sustaining some bodywork damage in 
fan incident in practice. Faure broke the class 
record In 1 m 43.5 5, 

In fifth place, John Harper's Forward 
Enterprises Lister-Jaguar overcame its terribly 
sick engine to pass Martin Morris’ Jaguar D 
fon the third lap and thereafter ease away for 
a lonely race, while Morris was further rele- 

4 to seventh on the sixth Jap by Willie 
ireen. Having suffered serious engine trouble 
with his Maserati 250F in practice, Green 
took over his last year’s championship-win- 
ning Birdeage Maserati Tipo 61 (which Amer 
can Murray Smith was to have driven), 
and after starting from the back row of the 
‘grid, Willie motored through the field quite 
Sedately to pick up sixth place. The last car 
unlapped by the rapid Corner, was Tom 


Mini-driver, 
throughout’ the race. Bill McGovern’s Imp 


his Cooper $ following Poole 


easily won the I-litre class once Les Nash 
had retired at Becketts, but McGovern had 
@ ding-dong dice with the 1300 Minis of 
Mick Osborne and Gordon Dawkins for’ the 
Fest of the race which the Imp won. Also 
involved in this scrap were the Minis of 
Bernard Bird and Barry Johnson, both of 
‘whom retired, and Oli Thatcher's Escort which 
Bradually lost ground to finish 2 sec ahead 
Of the next Imp of Melvyn Adams, who 
pulled away from Adrian Webb's Imp and 
‘Tony Charnell in Adams’ spare Imp. 

‘All but the over 2-litre record was broken, 
Rouse taking 0.7 5 off the 2-litte time, Wood 
man reducing his record by over a’ second 

id McGovern taking half a second off Les 
Nash's time. 

‘A most unhappy race. 


ROBERT FEARNALL 


ee He ge or gneneve oer 
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HISTORICS 


John Roberts” second-placed Lotus 16 laps Alan Cottams’ Maserati 250F (above). Anthony 
Hutton’s Lister-Jaguar leads Paul Weldon’s Lister-Chevrolet and Ray Potier's Connaught (below). 


peerage Joe, ec areas Sees 
Patrice Lindos ERA Ramee SBN Bosh 
Ligh a ea 
ns 
iMa sha (22 under nis ia tints) "The 10 
‘aot gaan, in auseoay iaetes’s sevsces 
Sealy. fonsus ‘sud’ Cesshilelauiee ‘sorts 
DBR (nseniy rebulle from, he Le Mane, acer 
Conteughe 7 “aropped'ts the. tall of rag | Zropioy with hie Brilliant 
Siecebrn tect eee coment ae | POETS ened 
Froup was Paul” Weldows ListercChevrotet, | 208, the rade, mark of J. Gi, Bamford 
Soest ana’ pen tee eatboment as come, | | Srekmmovhe crutpentn: company based at 
Behind Alan Cottam in Camaron Millar's have associations with the sport spanning 
Maseratl_250F, came another entertaining | fave,cevanations with the aport, soanning 
Lister-Jaguar defeat Hon John Fellowe's sports car series, JCB have successfully run 
Camaron Millar's blue Masera Hunter in the London to Sydney Marathon, 
ping behind with a sick engine to MGB GT, Chevron BS, d Ferrari Day- 
aim Higes Ssorys epee b german cee, | cones" lone Semmes somun. Sending Le 
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ROBERT FEARNALL al des ‘Prote: Pater Burn 


OUR COLOUR CENTRE 
This week's colour centre spread recalls one 
of the highlights on 1972 Interserie Racing 
—willie Green on his way to a remarkable 
Second place overall in Silverstone’s Martini 
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ICE—choosing your equipment 


In car entertainment equipment, ICE equip- 
ment for short, has become very big business 
today—much bigger than anybody could have 
wd four or five years ago. There is 

hardly @ motoring magazine that you can open 
today that is not flooded with adverts publi: 
cising the latest units for cassette or cartridge 
playing. Add to this a mountain of articles 
features arguing the merits of 

cassettes against cartridges and combine this 
with the number of equipment tests that can 
be read in various publications and it is 
that even experts are con- 

jon is. made even worse by 
ynge of apparently identical machines 
ing sold-at widely different prices. In thes 
fumstances it pays to stop for a few min- 
utes and consider your " best buy” carefully. 


Really there are only two questions to be 
answered when buying tape playing equip- 
ment. Do you want cassettes or cartridges? 
‘And what Is the best model for the money 
you have available. 

Since most people who buy car tape play- 
ing equipment will use prerecorded cassettes 
and cartridges, we can ignore the old argu: 
ment that you are able to record your own 
music at home with a cassette, This is no 
more valid. than recording your own discs 
at home. However, for those who need this 
facility, cassettes will obviously be first choice. 
quipment” manufacturers 
the forward and reverse 
system of ca rapid choice 
Of programme to be made. Again this is only 
true to a limited extent. Every eight-track cart- 
ridge player has a simple switch to perform 
‘an instantaneous change to be made between 
tracks. So even here we are only talking in 
terms of a few minutes before your music 
choice Is heard. Perhaps the most relevant 
technical difference is the increased speed of 
the cartridge tape, 32 inches per second, 

(inst the cassette, 1] ips. The greater speed 
gives superior reproductions. 

‘What, the the real differences between 
the two systems? The major difference is 
‘economics. The fact is that the basically simple 
ature of eight track systems, without the 
need for fast reverse and forward operation, 
is cheaper to produce than a cassette player 
More of the manufacturers’ money can be 
spent on electronics to give the listener bet- 
ter reproduction, adding to the already con- 
siderable advantage of increased tape width 
Used in cartridges. Another point which is not 
generally appreciated by the buying public is 
the almost total dominance of the American 
market by eight track stereo. Since this market 
represents a considerable volume of business, 
the world’s major manufacturers based in the 
Far East concentrate thelr production prim: 
arlly on eight-track systems. You as the buyer 
fain considerable benefit in terms of price 
Feduction because of the volumes involved. 
‘The end result is that by the time you buy 
your tape playing equipment in the acces: 
Shop, at the lower end of the price sci 
eight track represents better value for 
‘At the upper end, cassettes 
both in terms of reproduction and in terms 
of value for money are approximately on the 
same level, 


What to look for 


How to choose your equipment? Remember 
‘one principle above all others. Buy from a 
reputable and established brand name and 
make sure that you have an adequate guara 

tee and. sufficient service support available 
should the equipment go wrong. Even units 
from the better manufacturers can malfunc- 
tion, no matter how well they are built. It is 
only when this happens that you find out 
whether you have a repairable tape player on 
your hands with perhaps a small service 
Dill or, alternatively, 2 complete write off of 
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By RUDY CLYNE 


your investment since no replacement parts 
‘re available 

‘Technically, there are a number of ques- 
jons you should always ask. Wow and flutter 
on a cartridge machine should be better than 
0.35 per cent. You should look for a similar 
figure with cassette players—any figure great- 
er than this will begin to give a noticeable 
deterioration in reproduction. With cassette 
players, you will want an output of at least 
two Watts per channel to hear the music 
adequately in an average family saloon. Most 
‘Avrosport readers will possibly need a higher 
Output assuming their cars are in a higher 
State of tune. It is here that the difference 
between cartridge and cassette players is 
most noticeable ‘since the cost of a cassette 
Player is considerably higher than a cart- 
Fidge unit of identical output. 

There are other features which you should 
also look for. Our own Elpico CST 901 eight 
track stereo player has, for example, a very 


Typical 


products of 
growing ICE market —In Car Entertain- 
ment to you. These products, all by 


an enormously 


Elpico, the CST9O1 eight-track 
stereo player (top), a pair of ES-30 rear 
shelf or door panel fitted stereo speakers 
(above) and the CST/R-100 combined 
long/medium wave radio plus eight-track 
cartridge player ready for fitting (below). 


show 


simple but highly effective anti-theft device 
fas an integral part of the unit. This is linked 
into the horn system on a car and any al 
fempt to remove it will immediately give an 
audible warning. The output per channel of 
this machine is 4.6 Watts, In many respect 
the CST 901 represents the standard of equip- 
ment you should be looking for. A good DIY 
fitting unit, either eight track or cast 
should be supplied with all fitting material 
and clear assembly instructions. On older 
cars, check whether you have a negative or 
positive earth system. Most manufacturers 
these days are producing ICE equipment 
solely for negative earth cars and any attempt 
to match ‘negative earth equipment with a 
positive earth car without changing the polar- 
ity can only lead to blown transistors and 
consid if not irrepairable damage. And 
few if any guarantees will cover that! 
‘Although many re sold with 


equipment because we 
interest to buy 
a pair of speakers which match both his car 
interior and match his pocket. However, we 
do sell Elpico speakers separately and 1 think 
T should emphasise that it is extremely import 
fant to match the playing 
unit. You should 
of the speakers 
equipment. You should always buy 
speakers which are at the impedance 
which the equipment manufacturer specific 
Failure to do this will either produce very 
poor quality sound or reduce output. A good 
Tule of thumb is to spend more money than 
You originally intended on a pair of good 
Speakers. Time and time again, we have seen 
food cassette and cartridge players ruined by 
the use of low quality speaker equipment. 
‘On the question of fitting, most equipment 
is well within the capacity of the average 
enthusiast. Our own equipment is specially 
designed with DIY fitting in mind and is 
sufficiently compact to fit into most cars, 
Check fitting problems with your dealer very 
carefully. Most reputable manufacturers are 
always ready to give advice and I cannot 
stress the term “reputable” too strongly. 


More models from Japan: 

‘At the present time, there are signs of 
increased activity in an already hectic market 
The Japanese manufacturers are beginning to 
produce new cassette players for cars whicl 
show every sign of reaching new standards 
of quality in the lower price sectors. Now 
that this is happening, look out for three 


new cassette models from Elpico at the motor 
show. With the introduction of th 


between cartridge and casset 
budget sector. We have 
increased tendency for cartridge and ci 
slave units for use in the home. These 
be attached direct to your own record player 
and enable cartridge and cassettes to be 
Played in your own home. The use of the 
fartridge slave unit’ in’ particular has 
encouraged many people to use eight track 
‘Systems in their cars without buying separate 
cassettes for their home. 

‘Whatever system you prefer or what 
manufacturers’ products you buy, make 
that’ you examine the equipment carefully. 
Make sure that you buy good equipment and 
not just a low price tag. Two last hints; us 
2 good head cleaner to keep the head clear 
from oxide dust and maintain the cleanliness 
of the “pinch roller” in the cartridge which 
after extended use will be fouled with gra- 

te dust from lubricants used in the cart- 
e. In this respect there is no difference 
between cleaning a record disc and removing 
the “fluff” from the stylus. 


Rudy Clyne is managing director of Lee Pro- 
ducts (Great Britain) Ltd. 
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In-car entertainment 


Eight pace-making sets. Everything from the sophisticated ‘in-dash’ 8-track 
cartridge/radio to the popular dual-purpose 4-band radio and ‘pull-out’ portable. Lively on 
performance. Easy on the controls. Real ego boosters all of them. For example : the FT8005E featured 

above. An 8-track ‘in-dash’ stereo cartridge player. combined with MW/LW radio. The ultimate in in-car 
entertainment. Rotary on/off, volume tone, tune and balance controls. Push button band and track 
change selector. Track indicating light. Total music power is 12 watts when used in conjunction 
with 4 ohm speakers (Model FSP401 illustrated below optional extras). A truly superb travelling 

companion to keep you entertained the whole journey through. 


FT4003 


2-band Car Radio. Pushbuttons can be pre-set Top-quality Cassette Car Stereo. Auto shut-off. 
for two LW and three MW stations. 7-transistors Rotary volume, tone and stereo balance controls. 
and a 5” speaker provide superb Pushbutton cassette ejection. Fast 
listening. Tone control and DIN forward slide control. 10 watts total 
tape recorder connection. Sup- music power, when used with 
plied complete with speaker. 4-ohm speakers (optional extras) 


12V neg. earth system. ome 12 V neg. earth systom. 


SANYO 


a world of difference 


Watford, WD24UQ. Tel: Watford 30421. 


Sanyo House, Bushey Mill La 
(Registered Office) Registered in England No. 956870 


‘Sanyo Marubeni (UK) Limite: 
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Purely personal 


“So much money 
seems to be 
flowing that 
virtually anybody 
can make a living 
from motor racing 
in these days“ 


GORDON KIRBY 


Racing for a living 


My brain seems to be jarring about itself 
these days, in reaction to some very definite 
culture shock. After a year's-worth of your 
British civility T returned to North America 
prepared for a hectic winter, and after barely 
Feacclimatising I found myself climbing into 
my Ford Econoline van and driving across 
the USA, my sights set on southern California 
and the opening L&M F5000 round at 
Riverside. 

Driving across the ole US of A is a con- 
siderably different event than driving elther 
up, down or across the reasonable climes of 
Britain. First of all the American trip ts 3000 
miles long and. {s consequently a pretty 
exhausting task unless one has a couple or 
three weeks in which do it. Secondly. the 
drive filts through a series of vastly differing 
cultural and political locales which, in most 

seem to pride themselves on being 
‘Thirdly 


countryside for a turgid and caustic 
York agglomeration which becomes the lush 
pastoral land of the south, through to 
burnished flatlands of the Texas plain and 
then the bleak south-western desert where 
American affluence is merely a dream. All 
of this seemed to prepare me, in some per- 
verse and tiring way, for my arrival in won- 
derful, sprawling Los Angeles. 


LA. Home of Hollywood, the Flower Child, 
the beach and the freeway. The automobile 
is the lifeblood of LA; forget about the public 
transportation system, that’s a weak link that 
only the lowest of the imigrés must contend 
with, For the Los Angelan there's a choice 
Of & skulking, wide-ovaled Yankee V8, or 
maybe a prodified, street-racing Japanese 
import, or. of course, a Porsche 911 or 356 
Variant. Unquestionably, a candy-appled ver- 
sion of the German product is the most 
preferable, Even Corvettes, the King of the 
Musclecars, play a second-rate tune in the 
face of the Porsche invasion. Almost anywhere 
you happen to glance your eye will be drawn 
by a photogenically gleaming Porsche and 
then, after a few days of this pleasure, it 
seems one becomes jaded and all your eye 
records are swarms of just plain cars filling 
up the freeway: 

‘All these streaming freeways which carve 
Los Angeles into a concrete latticework are 
eagerly lined by a vast complex of here-to- 

rve-you plazas, and although it may take 
some considerable effort to hunt down the 
‘sort of place you may be searching for among 
the staccato assault of plastic and neon signs. 
you will most certainly (and quickly) find 
an establishment to suit whatever needs you 
may have. Unless, of course, it's a public 
lavatory that you're in need’ of. Then you 
may have to resort to some slightly 
uncivilised practice. 

it is this sort of thing that makes LA the 
sort of place that would leave Monty Python's 
crew in a thoroughly ecstatic frame of mind. 

But before I get carried away and pooh- 
pooh Los Angeles too vigorously, I should 
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point out that I am one who gets carried 
away in the Flying Circus madness. T would 
love to see the Python crew let loose among 
the sacred cows of motor racing and 1 would 
hope that we could all laugh at a Python 
treatment of motor racing just as surely as 
we would rollick at Python in LA. 

1 have my doubts, however, that many of 
us would enjoy the Flying Circus and motor 
racing. To an enthusiast like myself, some- 
‘what jaded and cynical of the booming com- 
mercial involvement in our little pocket of 
the world, it seems that there are too many 
people who take our sport much too seriously. 
Yet. on the other hand, it is this very serious- 
ness that gives many of us our living. 

This businesslike approach, this selling of 
motor sport as the be-all and end-all of life, 
has made the money flow as never before. So 
much money seems to be flowing that virtually 
anybody can make a living from motor racing 
in these days. Anybody that Is, but, those 
many aspiring young drivers who don’t look 
good or chat well; those young drivers whose 
Daly selling point is their ability to drive 
racing cars with speed and skill, To those 
people, it is an extremely hard. course to 
Carve ‘a living out of motor racing. 

Yet, were all the people involved in thi 
sport required to do thelr jobs with the same 
precision and enthusiasm of a good racing 
Giver. there would surely be a rapid and 
wholesale defection of bodies to other, easier 
spheres. 

T suppose that I could go on and on, draw- 
Ing out both sides of this endless agrument, 
but that seems like a waste of valuabl 
Aurosrort column inches. Suffice to say that 
T feel too many motor sporting types believe 
thelr own PR these days, and I had always 
thought the PR was merely a ploy to enter- 
tain the great masses out there. (I am con- 
vinced there must be a giant Think-Tank 
Somewhere, which has the sole task of creat 
ing new and. different 

t young thing since sliced 
exciting young. star ‘since 
and so forth and so on. All 
designed to lavish on some suitably financed 
and offtimes untalented gentleman.) 

Enough of the nasties. I have to think too 

"s much easier 
my typewriter jog my memory into 
recording simply what my spectator's brain 


may have managed to capture 


FSOOO Aura 


‘The competition season is really only just 
getting into high gear on my side of the 
Aulantic, but already some notable shifts and 
changes seem to be sifting about within the 
Structure of North American motor sport. 
L&M's F500 Championship is everybody’ 
new jewel and it has been getting itself sufl- 
ciently organised to upset the stagnant tran- 
quility of the USAC moguls and to challenge 
the CanAm for the role of the SCCA's plum 
racing category. With major transitory 
problems seizing both USAC and the CanAm 
. Formula 5000 have stepped in 

‘motor racing 
with a bare minimum of influence from the 
bench racers. In fact, F5000 has provided 
North Americans with their first taste of real 
racing outside of the annual arrival of the 
Grand Prix circus to Mosport and Watkins 
Glen. 

‘The maturity of F5000 has sparked a serious 
interest from Dan Gurney, whose Eagle should 
make at least one appearance before the end 
Of this year, while Parnelli Jones is thinking 
Seriously about an F5000 project and McLarens 
‘are already busily preparing to run a works 
car of some sort next year. It all looks parti- 
cularly rosy, despite the rather lacklustre 
crowds which have been assembled to date. 


Only Mid-Ohio and Laguna Seca were real 
audience successes, drawing crowds of 30 


Faces managed to aitract thin count: 
between 10 and 26 thousand peop! 
‘On the other hand, the 
uninspiring as it is,’ mani 
{60,000 ‘spectators to the Mosport opener and 
most of the other rounds in the G7 series 
have been historically strong and are showing 
no signs of diminishing. The Mosport race 
was backed by the circuit's big sponsor, 
Labbatts Breweries, and the whole thrust of 
the promotions were based around a theme 
of “Come for a weekend of fun and campinj 
and don't forget your case of Labatts.” Thi 
‘also. seemed to. bring along thi 
unexpected benefit of mollifying most of those 
beer-supported spectators to the dullness of 
the race, for most of them appeared to be 
entirely happy with their weekend as they 
Grove away in a blearly-eyed and tired state 
fon_the Sunday evening. 
"Then too, there's the Big Power aura of 
‘CanAm’ projectiles, an image which has 
awn the North American public and, 


care anyway, for it's Flashin 
which seems to augment the Big Power Image, 
filling everybody with awe at how much 
money those racers spend for their lite 
games, 


5000's Lola: competition interest runs high : 
spectator interest less 80. 


So, before anybody starts leaping for joy 
‘about F5000 becoming the essence of North 
‘American motor sport, there are some sober- 
ing thoughts to consider about the nature 
of the sport’s success. The brand of racing 
which has achi 

North America hi 
of showbiz than anything else. As Charli 
Kemp said, brandishing his bottle of RC Cola 
on the Mosport podium, “How can anybody 
say there's anything wrong with CanAm, just 
Took at all those fans out there!" Maybe 
Charlie, but never have I seen such a collec: 
tion of no-talents filling up the grid for the 
most boring race (there were only four or 
five men in the field who knew what the 
word meant) I have seen in years. Mosport’ 
CanAm was a classic example of the dour 
fact that the success of a race meeting hi 
little or nothing to do with quality of the 
sport itself. 

Like most promoters, the Mosport manage- 
ment are very much in favour of keeping 
CanAm just exactly as it is and the Canadian 
circuit is not in the least interested in staging 
‘a F5000 race. They are also running a USAC 
race—the only USAC road race—in a month's 
time, for they are convinced that Unser, 
Andretti, Foyt and Johncock are a good recipe 
for success, whereas F5000 just doesn't make 
it as a book-balancer. 

Mind you, Mosport’s most recent experience 
of F500 is’ now three years old and perhaps 
their opinion will change after this season 
I certainly hope that it does, for Formula 
5000 is the only motorsport on my side of 
the water that can bring things back to being 
‘sport of racing instead of the rather flaccid 
showbiz that it has become. 


co 


There is plenty of glass area, giving splendid all-round view, The luggage space in the boot is 


NEW CAR 


Lancia’s Beta—four doors, 


three engines and five speeds 


By JOHN BOLSTER 


The Lancia Beta is the first car of this fa 
make to be introduced since the Fiat 
over, Quite a large and luxurious saloon, it 
has front-wheel drive, as all recent Lancias 
have had. In this case, however, the engine 
is transversely mounted, as in. the Flat 127 
and 128, Ingeniously, the gearbox is driven 
directly ‘from the clutch in line with the 
engine, but lies on its side, 

It forms the first stage of the all-gear 
transmission, a pair of spur gears on. the 
layshaft furnishing the drive to the differen 
tal, Thus, the train of gears, used by British 
Leyland and Peugeot between the engine and 
gearbox, is eliminated, The engine is offset 
towards the right of the car to reduce the 
difference in length between the driveshafts 
to the front hubs. Fiat strut-type independent 
suspension, with lower wishbones and ant 
roll bars, is used both front and rear, with 
Servo-assisted disc brakes on all four wheels. 

The engine is a special version of the Fiat 
twin-eam, with belt-driven camshafts. Tt is 
available’ in 1400, 1600 and 1900 cc sizes 


The driving area has very full equipment, including steering rake adjustment (left). Right. 


with five speeds. 


and, unlike the front-drive Flats, the gearbox 
has’ five speeds, In passing, ‘this engine 
transmission unit Is ready-made for a mid 
engined sports car. The under-bonnet 
accessibility is outstandingly good. 

At present, only a four-door saloon ts 
offered on the Beta, with very full equipment. 
The rake of the steering is adjustable and 
the 1600 and 1800 have automatic self-level 
ling of the lights, to avold dazzle. The doors 
are wide and the comfortable seats are easy 
to enter, front and rear, There is plenty of 
glass area, giving a splendid all-round view. 
Incidentally, the luggage space in the boot 

Of course, 1 shall be carrying out a full 
Autosrort road test of this important car, 
but I took the oppo.tunity recently to drive 
the Beta for half an hour at Brands Hatch. 
From its design, 1 expected something good, 
but I was not prepared for the superlative 
handling and. roadnolding. 

‘Very fast through corners, the car does 
not have the usual front-drive understeer. 


Indeed, it is possible to hang the tall out 
well and truly, but the process is so. gene 
nd’ easy to control that there is never any 
drama. In a corner, the line can be tightened 
by momentarily lifting off and then resuming 
fail throttle. It is one of those cars which 
seems to become "a_ part of the driver, 
Fesponding “to. his “wishes in an almost 
ncenny way, 

‘The brakes are very powerful with fairly 
strong servo. action, and much better ‘than 
those’ on the last Lancia T drove. There Is 
very ltile roland the ride is outstandingly 
Comfortable, my back-seat passenger enthusing 
over the luxury in which he was. travelling, 
The insulation’ of wind and ‘road noise ts 
very effective and the engine is surprisingly 
quiet for such an efficient unit. ‘The trans 
fhlssion is. also ‘quiet, which is fairly. rare 
on frontdrive cars 

it is diMicult to judge performance on the 
snore Brands Hatch circuit. The 1800 which 
drove has about 5 Bhp_over the equivalent 
Fiat 182" but Is. also-a few. pounds heavier 

fe performance figures should be. very 
"Having regard. tothe advanced 
Snsineering and the sheer. quality of the 
Lancia, T'am amazed at its moderate price 
and only hope that It can be held down to 
this Mare 

Wwuen | attended the introduction party of 
the Lancia Beta at Turin, Iwas not. very 
taken with its looks, Now, the car is begin 
ing to, grow on me, and the more 1 see. of 
W'the better Tlike' ite Tt is n_solid, well- 

portioned car, obviously intended for 1ons 


pr 
Gistance travel in the maximum of comfort 
‘There are. many faithful Lancia enthusiasts 
in this country who may have had some 


misgivings about the Fiat takeover, 1 am 
Gelighted to inform them that this Is the 
best Lancia yet. The engineering complexity 
of some earlier models has gone, and In its 
piace is a logical design that should be easy 
to maintain and cheap to service, 


the Beta is available in 1400, 1600 and 1800 ce sizes 
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Peter Reyson in a Yardley-MeLaren 
wins the 1973 British Grand Prix 


Nought to a hundred: 6-5 seconds. 


if we can stop the Yardley McLaren this quickly, 
imagine what we can do for your car. 


Lockheed 
Denny Hulme’ fi ‘ r nty) to match the — Ypiversat Brake Shoe 
a 465 bhp. engine w 4 rm performance of very nearly every car cf 
and Beck clutch, take: 


in 6.5 seconds 


To stop it in around 

fitted with Lockheed brake 

to match its weight and g 
There ai 


aP Lockheed Brakes 


Fit them and see how fast you stop. 


vat includes 


matter hor 


Don't blame 
us if you miss 
this one... 


when the fabulous Formula 3's return to Brands for the 8th 
round of the International John Player Formula 3 Championship 
on Sunday. 

With two heats and a final being 
fought out over the short 
circuit and all the 


promises tobe 
another all 
eeting with no holds barred 

1g current Championship leader Alan Jones (GRO) will 
Wood (March) 


n Taylor (March). Tony Brise (GRD). 


Anderson, Leonel Fri 
Gunnar Nordstrom 
mined to uphold th 


ng races include anothe 
BOC Formula Ford Championship, a 
Ford Mexico's and what should be 
SHELLSPORT Celebrity races yet. wi 
trying to show all and sundry how a saloon ¢ 
driventt 


So just be there 
and you won't have 
to blame anyone! 


International 
John Player 
Formula3 
Championship 
Car Races 


Brands Hatch July 29th 


2.30 pm. Practice from 9.00 am 


Reserved enclosures: Adults £1.00; Children 30p; 
Stands 50} Paddock 50p; Parking Free. 


eats and a final in the 


pectacular 
ater brigade 
should really be 


car races "Sia Eso 


Say 
— SS 


ip. another alf-action round of the BOC 
d ports round she VO 


evens G costal Pr Prothict uction Saloon 
UDIN' Car Championship 

uauirns Shell Sport Clubmans 

Championship 


ar ia 
68 pes a 
FREE CAR PARK * 
LICENSED BARS & o 
FULL CATERING FACILITIES 


sox) * 90p.ADULTS * 
ASSN 9p CHILDREN (Fer at doy) 


make any alleration to the 
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‘Ove Andersson/Jean Todt are seen on the East African Safari this year in the Peugeot 504 injection 


Peugeot’s racing history and 
British expansion | 5, soun souster 


Tony Fall and Mike Wood hurl a Peugeot 304 through one of the Tour de Corse’s many corners 
last. year. 
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The firm of Peugeot Is one of the oldest motor 
manufacturers in the world. Only German 
Daimler and Benz, now amalgamated under 
the Mercedes-Benz badge, and Panhard et 
Levassor. recently absorbed by Citrden, ante 


date this ancient establishment 

‘The Peugeot family had a factory making 
domestic appliances, such as coffee grinders, 
and th fortune in the 1880s 
when t rupted. Eugene and 


especially ideas of going 
into the car business right at the beginning 
‘and they built some rather ghastly. proto- 
types, powered by Léon Serpollet's steam 
engines. However, their chance came when 
Emil Levassor bought a job lot of V-twin 
petrol engines from Gottlieb Daimler—the 
first internal combustion engines ever sold 
for propulsion on the road. He got the wind 
up because he thought he had bought too 
many, for motoring might be a craze that 
would soon pass. He therefore flogged half 
his purchase to Armand and thus started the 
Peugeot-Panhard rivalry 

Let us merely sketch the story, for it is too 
well known. Peugeot became a great racing 
firm after the turn of the century, and produced 
their incredible long-stroke engines, some with 
five valves per cylinder, for the Coupe de 
L’Auto races. These racing freaks may seem 
archaic “but they are now. being studied 
Seriously in connection with pollution research, 
However, when Peugeot completely took over 
Grand Prix racing in 1912, with twin over- 
head-camshafts and four valves per cylinder, it 
was obvious that the old firm could foresee 
the modern, high-revving engine. Then came 
the war, and Peugeot built aircraft engines on 
grand prix lines, while their incomparable team 
Teader was killed in combat, the great Georges 
Boillot. 
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Some awkward questions to ask next 


time your're buying a new car. 


Whatever you buy, it'll set you back a lot 
of money. This, unfortunately, is unavoid- 
able. 

But you might suffer more set-backs once 
you've bought the thing. Like a host of 
delivery faults, and expensive repairs. 

Which is the price you pay for taking too 
much on trus' 

Fortunately oidable. Simply find 
out what the car went through at the 
factory. Ask about the attention to detail, 
the checks and double-checks, the testing 
of the finished product 

This tells you how conscientious the 
manufacturer is, and gives you a fair idea of 
the car’s long-term performance and 
reliability prospects. 

The better it’s made, the better it goes - 
and the longer it keeps going. 

So before you reach for your cheque 
book, it’s in your interest to ask the dealer 
these questions: 


1. Is each and every stressed part (e.g. crank- 
shaft, connecting rods, steering arms) and 
-asting (e.g. gearbox housing) crack 
tested and inspected before installation and 
assembly? 


sar before 


w 


. Is every gearbox tested in each g 
it gets the go-ahead? 


4. Is the body protected against rust by an 
electrophoretic process while totally 
immersed in an aqueous solution? 


5. Is every car taken from the end of the 
assembly-line to a test-track and driven by 
highly qualified test-drivers over pavé, 

slab pavement, shallow steps, uneven 
flagged pavement; through a wiggle-woggle 
test, a braking tunnel (for dry braking 
performance), chevron ridges and a whole 
series of lumps and bumps? 


6. Is every fault that shows up in the track 
test rectified, however minor? 


7. Is the car then checked and tested again? 


8. Are a number of cars selected at random 
each day and road-tested for at least 60 
miles? 


9. Is at least 12% of the manufacturer's work 
force employed on quality control 
inspection? 


10. Is the manufacturer one of the biggest in 
zurope? 


If all the answers are an unqualified 
you're at a Peugeot showroom 


If not, you know where to go. 


PEUGEOT 


The better made performance car 


el 
Ky 


Bert Shankland and Chris Rothwell ta 
racing 304 : Ric 


After the war, Peugeot went over to sleeve- 
valves for their high-performance models, 
Which they also raced with success. The firm 
Was becoming less. competition-minded, but 
they called in Ettore Bugatti in the nineteen 
thirties, having employed him much earlier to 
design the miniature four-cylinder Bébé 
Peugeot. ‘The result was the 1931 Peugeot 
201%, which looked quite harmless but 
ctually had a supercharged Bugatti engine of 
996 cc. This was an exciting little car which 
was intended to be both a works racer and a 
Super-sporting road car, but André Boillot, 
younger brother of Georges, was killed in it 
land the whole programme was dropped. 

‘Since then, Peugeot have avoided racing, 
though they have rallied with success, notably 
in tough, long-distance events, such as the 
Safari. Peugeot are less interested in the kind 
of rally which Is really a thinly disguised 
series of races, preferring extremely tough con 
tests which bring out the unbreakable nature 
of the cars in savage terrain. For all that, the 
fuel-injection Peugeots are notable for their 
high performance. 

‘The Peugeot firm has always been run as a 
family business, in spite of continuous expan 
sion and a growing number of factories. Now, 
the ancient establishment is going public. 
though still with members of the family in 
important positions. There is a rapport with 
Renault, notably in the development of a new 
VG engine for the prestige models of both 
firms. Some shipping space is also provided 
by Renault to assist Peugeot exports. 

‘Steady expansion has been a feature of 
the Peugeot story, right from the beginning. 
In the year 1892,’ Peugeot produced 27 cars, 
Which was a tidy slice of the world’s auto 
mobile construction. In 1896, production 
rocketed to 92 cars, leaping to 500 in 1898 
‘and 2,300 in 1908. ‘The figure for 1939 was 
48,000 and for it was 671,000 cars. This 
is not quite equal to the production of Citron 
but beats Austin-Morris or Ford GB, for 
example. 

In France, it is accepted that a Peugeot may 
cost more and have fewer superficial attrac 
tions, because the money is spent on more 
basic things. Every engine is run on the test 
bench and each car has 20 to 25 minutes of 
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helr oft victorious 404 Injection through one of the flooded parts of the East African Safar 
rd Hudson-Evans (below) takes the Optrex car round Llandow during the Tour of Britain. 


driving on the road. The Peugeot 204, a front 
drive car of 1130 cc, had for three years the 
highest. sales figures of any individual car 
model in France, largely because the thrifty 
French were impressed with its high price 
when sold secondhand. 

The trend in Peugeot design is towards 
overhead-camshaft engines. All the smaller 
models have front-wheel-drive with trans 
verse engines, the emphasis being on light 
alloy construction. Front-drive is regarded as 
almost essential for the lighter saloons in 
France, for this alone ensures stability in gale 
force winds on exposed autoroutes. The most 
powerful Peugeot, the 2-litre 504, has a front 
engine and rear-wheel drive, but it is a really 
modern design with independent rear suspen: 

Alone in retaining the traditional worm: 
drive rear axle, the 404 has been in produc 
tion for 13 years and has won the East African 
Safari, among other tough events. It continues 
the reputation for being unbreakable which 
the 403 so justly earned and is still very 
popular among French agriculturalists in 
Giesel-engined form. The recently-introduced 
104 takes Peugeots back into the small-car 


Se) A 
Cireutt 


class where they used to be so well known, 

In England, Peugeot sales were quite moder 
late, though there have for years been devoted 
enthusiasts for the marque in the UK. In 1971, 
however, an entirely new firm was founded 
Under the direct control of the manufacturers. 
‘A dealer /distributor network has been built up 
to cover the whole country with a really 
effective sales and spares service. A new and 
impressive headquarters, costing in the region 
of £1 million, has been set up in Western 
‘Avenue, London, and is now in full operation. 

‘Even in this short period, there has been a 
fantastic improvement. Peugeot sales in Britain 
increasing by 700 per cent. In 1972, 12,847 
cars were sold and the figure for this year 
Will be much higher. It is projected that by 
the end of the year there will be 180 dealers 
‘and some 20,000 cars will have been sold. The 
Peugeot is «car which appeals very much to 
Frenchmen because most of them regard their 
new vehicle as a. transportation investment, 
rather than as a flashy toy to impro-s the 
neighbours. Judging by the results now be. 
obtained by the British branch of the firm, 
there are more than a few motorists in this 
country who have similar feelings. 


Road test 


The 104 is 


Though Peugeot have not m al 
car for a long time, it used to be a tradi 
that a very small car, called the Bébs, she 
be included in the range. Having, In their 204 
model, produced the French best-s hd 
firm have decided to join Renault, nd 
Datsun in the under 1-litre class 

The 104 is not a real miniature, being about 
the same size as an Austin 1100, though it 
isa Iittle shorter overall. It resembles all its 
competitors In having front-wheel-drive, which 
is the best way of making a small car stable 
In side winds, but it differs from most of them 
in having a four-door body. It follows the old 
BMC formula in having an idler gear between 
the clutch and gearbox pinions, but though 
the gears are in the sump beneath the crank 
shaft, the engine lies with its cylinders tipped 
back’ almost horizontally, thus avoiding the 
excessive height of the Issigonis design: 

‘The engine is of light alloy, with five 
bearings both for the crankshaft and for the 
chain-driven  overhead-camshaff, ich 
operates inclined valves through rockers. The 
engine and gearbox are both lubricated under 
pressure by a. single oll pump. The spare 
wheel lies above the engine and must be 
Femoved even to check the oil level, but it is 
quite light to lift and the accessibility is then 
outstanding, 

‘The standard of engineering is very high 
and no short cuts have been taken ve 
money. In comparison, the interior furnishing 
is somewhat plain and the equipment is not 
lavish, though the rust-proofing and external 
finish ‘of the body are of a high order. There 
is plenty of room fora tall driver but the 
seat backs are not adjustable ; the rear seating 
Is roomy and comfortable, the boot also hold 
ing a fair amount of luggage. 

‘On the road, one would never imagine that 
the engine is of only 954 cc capacity. It 
swings the car up quite considerable hills on 
top gear and accelerates well from below 
20 mph on that ratio. Nevertheless, its small 
size permits it to rev at 7000 rpm without too 
much fuss. The engine is a little quieter than 


by John Bolster 


Peugeot 104: expensive but 
pleasant and practical 


that of any of the competing cars but the well enough 
transmissi ly more audible than think a better linkage cc 
hose empl er pinions in the drive The car corners well without too much roli 
in. The Peugeot gives an impression of and understeers moderately. ‘There is strong 
refinement that is rare among small cars castor return, the wheel spinning back to the 
04 cruises easily at 70 or even 80 mph _—straight-ahead position if released, which 


and lively when the gears are used. makes the steering a shade heavier than that 
Unfortunately, the gearchange is far below the of some small cars, though this is. scarcely 
high standard of the rest of the car and I — noticeable. The general effect is that the little 


metimes found third instead of first at the machine is really pleasant to drive and Is 
traffic lights having found first, went deflected neither by bumps nor gusts of wind. 
straight into top instead of second. I managed This food roadholding has not been bought 


The 104 differs from most front-wheel-drive cars in that it has four doors. 
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Road test 


at the expense of riding comfort; the car 
rides well, whether fully laden or with only 
the driver aboard. There is a complete absence 
of pitching and though bad bumps are well 
absorbed, the springing feels quite firm, with- 
out that disagreeable floating sensation. The 
brakes are well up to their job, but the discs 
whistled occasionally and the hand brake 
might be lighter to operate, 

T's curious how few manufacturers can 
persuade air to run through a pipe, but 
Peugeot know the secret and one gets cool 
breathing air at quite low speeds without 
using any fan, The driver and front passenger 
have their own heater controls, but summer 
Weather prevented a proper test. The level of 
Wind noise is low and road noise is well 
Suppressed, though the almost legendary 
silence of the Peugeot 404 is not equalled. 

The 104 is advertised as the shortest four 
door car and it is certainly easy to park. The 
turning circle is exceptionally small for a 
front-drive machine and the traffic manners 
make this an ideal shopping car. Fuel eco 
is. feature and even a hard driver is unlikely 
to get worse than 30 mpg, with 35 mpg as & 
reward for more gentle handling. 

It is perhaps difficult to justify the fairly 
high price of the 104. Peugeot engineering has 
never been cheap and in France these cars have 
the reputation of being impossible to wear 
‘out, You are buying a great name and t 
it means, rather than getting as much car as 
possible for your money. Nevertheless, it 
Would not come amiss if some extra equip: 
ment, like adjustable seat backs and two- 


speed windscreen wipers, were included in 
the price, or even a heated rear window. 
‘The Peugeot 104 is a welcome addition to 


the growing ranks of I-litre cai 
car to drive and has the many practi 
features which all Peugeots are expected to 
have, For the man or woman who really enjoys 
driving, however, the vague gear linkage 
rather spoils what is otherwise an attractive 
little car; it would surely be worthwhile to 
cure this one serious fault. For those interested 
in engineering, the advanced engine design 
repays the closest study, and the do-it-your: 
self man will bless the thought that has been 
given to really easy servicing. 
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The interior is plain but functional. 
The 104 is a magnificent piece of engineering and has very pleasing looks. 


AUTOSPORT’S GUIDE to PEUGEOT 


CHESHIRE CUBBIN & NORTH AUTOMOBILES 
222 NEW CHESTER ROAD, BIRKENHEAD, CHESHIRE 
Telephone: 051-645 5891 & 6858 


BERKSHIRE SKINDLESS SERVICE STATION 
MAIDENHEAD BRIDGE, MAIDENHEAD, BERKS 
Telephone: 0628 22373 


BEDFORD HARRY KITCHENER LTD 
180 GOLDINGTON ROAD, BEDFORD 
Telephone: 0234 06121 


CORNWALL HAWKINS MOTORS LTD 
ST STEPHEN, ST AUSTELL, CORNWALL 
Telephone: 072-682 566 


GUILDFORD GARAGES LTD 
NOTTINGHAM ROAD, CHADDESDEN, DERBY 
Telephone: Derby 671221/2/3 


ROGERS GARAGE 
EAST STREET, SOUTH MOLTON 
Telephone: 076-95 2137 


BRISTOL GENTIAN LTD 
BERKELEY PLACE, BRISTOL 
Telephone: 0272 24401 


STAFFORDSHIRE MIKE SMITH GARAGES (WOLVERHAMPTON) LTD 
PARKFIELD ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON 
Telephone: Bilston 41735 


HEREFORDSHIRE VICTORY GARAGE 
101-105 ST OWEN STREET, HEREFORD 
Telephone: 0432 6268 


—— 


LEICESTER GREEN LANE GARAGE 
112 GREEN LANE ROAD, LEICESTER 
Telephone: 045 533152 


OXFORD MOTORWORLD GARAGES LTD 
2 OXFORD ROAD, KIDLINGTON 
Telephone: Kidlington 3732 
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PEUGEOT 


FOR PEUGEOT IN THE SOUTH-EAST 


DP Automobiles Limited 


Marshall House, 468/471 Purley Way, Waddon, Croydon CR9 4BL, Surrey. Tel : 01-688 7211/6 
Distributors for London, Middlesex, Surrey,Sussex, Kent, 
Essex, Hertfordshire, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire 
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FOR PEUGEOTIN THE NORTH 
Automobile Distributors (Leeds) Ltd. 
Domestic Street, Leeds LS11 9XY. Tel: Leeds 41981/5 


Distributors for Cumberland, Durham, Lancashire, 
Northumberland,Westmorland and Yorkshire 
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WHERE TO SEE & BUY YOUR PEUGEOT 


For Peugeot in Perthshire 


come to 


GRASSICKS 


Most models available for 
immediate delivery ex stock 
50-56 Leonard Street 
Perth, Perthshire 
Tel: Perth (0738) 25481 


Compact. New. 
And one big surprise 


car designed for 


handling, safety and 
| surprise many 1300's. 
@ lot. 


GH & THE LOTHIANS 


EASTERN motorco itd 
1-3 CORSTORPHINE ROADEDIN 031 3376543 


PEUGEOT, THE QUIET INDIVIDUALISTS. 


For Peugeot in Somerset 
Contact 


WINCANTON GARAGES, 
(International) LTD. 


HENDFORD GROVE 
YEOVIL 
Tel: Yeovil 4842 (STD 0935) 


(By WLAND 


1-24 PENTRECHWYTH ROAD, 
BONYMAEN, 
SWANSEA 
Tel. 54147 


PEUGEOT 
DISTRIBUTOR 
FOR 
WALES 


THE CORNER GARAGE 


(Peugeot Main Dealers) 


Keepers Corner 
Burstow, Horley 
Tel: Copthorne 3188/2017 (STD 03425) 


Most models from stock now 
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MORRISONS of CALLANDER LTD. 


CENTRAL GARAGE, 
CALLANDER, PERTHSHIRE 


Please phone Callander (0877) 30022 


From stock we have 
104s, 304Ss, 504s and 504 
tamily estates 


WHERE TO SEE & BUY YOUR PEUGEOT 


THORPE BAY AUTOPOINT 
STATION ROAD, 
THORPE BAY, 


SOUTHEND 0702 588200 


The leading Peugeot dealer in Essex 
All models in stock or early delivery 


20 YEARS OF 
PEUGEOT 
IN SUSSEX 

BALLAMY’S 


GARAGE 


11-17 ALFRED PLACE, 
WORTHING, SUSSEX 


Please telephone your enquiry 
to Mr. Ballamy on 
Worthing (0903) 35769 


Cc. T. CLARK 
(Wrexham) Ltd. 


KINGS MILL GARAGE 
KINGS MILL ROAD, WREXHAM 
‘Telephone: Wrexham 4551 
Demonstration cars available 
All models from stock now 


100% PEUGEOT DEALER 


FOR PEUGEOT IN NORFOLK 
WATSON’S (King’s Lynn) LTD. 


NORTH STREET, KING'S LYNN, 
NORFOLK 
Please telephone King’s Lynn (0553) 3861/2/3 


We deliver anywhere in Britain at no extra cost 


FOR PEUGEOT 
IN 
NORTH WALES 
MICHAEL HINDE 


FOEL ROAD 
DYSERTH, RHYL 
Tel: Dyserth 307 


We never have less than 


20 PEUGEOTS in stock 


Your PEUGEOT Dealer 
in Cardiganshire 


D. LLOYD JONES & SONS, 


BARGOED GARAGE 
LLANGELER 
LLANDYSSUL 
Tel: Velindre 335 
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WHERE TO SEE & BUY YOUR PEUGEOT 


For Peugeot in Wales 
MAINDY STADIUM MOTORS LTD. 
99-101 NORTH ROAD 


CARDIFF 
Tel: Cardiff 32747-21197 


All models from stock 


FOR PEUGEOT 
IN NORTH WEST 
MIDDLESEX 


Colliver 


Fisher 


GREEN LANE, NORTHWOOD 


OPPOSITE NORTHWOOD TUBE STATION 
Telephone 
NORTHWOOD 2411 


COUNTY MOTOR 
IMPORTS 


159 Tring Road, Aylesbury 
Tel: Aylesbury 84050 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE’S DEALERS 
FOR PEUGEOT 


DEMONSTRATION CARS AVAILABLE 
PART EXCHANGE @ EXCELLENT SERVICE 
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FOR PEUGEOT IN LONDON 


TRINITY 
SERVICE STATION 


165-177 THE BROADWAY, 
WIMBLEDON, S.W.19 
Tel: 01-540 8728 


Sole PEUGEOT 
dealer for South 
West Scotland 


BAIRDS of 
ANNAN 


HIGH STREET, 
ANNAN DG12 6AE 
DUMFRIESSHIRE 
Tel: Annan (04612) 2772 
All models available from stock 


TED SALISBURY & SON 
ELIZABETH WAY, CHESTERTON 
0223 55563 


Main dealers of Peugeot 
in Cambridgeshire 


WHERE TO SEE & BUY YOUR PEUGEOT 


CENTRAL GARAGE 
LONDON RD, SOUTHBOROUGH 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


PEUGEOT IN 
NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE 


DOLANS GARAGE LTD. 


33-35 LOUTH ROAD 
GRIMSBY 
Tel: Grimsby 79207/8 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 


Pether and Bird Ltd. 


2 High Street 
Brackley 
Northants 
Tel: Brackley 2611 


MOST MODELS AVAILABLE 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


WHERE TO SEE & BUY YOUR ALFA ROMEO 


ALFA ROMEO 
and 
SUNDRIDGE PARK 
MOTORS 


First and foremost. 
For a test drive tel : 01-857 2293. 
Late night opening till 8 p.m. Tuesday, Friday. 


SUNDRIDGE PARK MOTORS LTD 
h Lane, 


6 Burnt As! 
Bromley, Kent. 


ALWYN KERSHAW OF YORK 


WISH TO CONGRATULATE 
ALFA ROMEO ON WINNING THE TEAM 
AWARD IN THE AVON TOUR OF BRITAIN 


Leading Alfa Dealer in Yorkshire 
ALWYN KERSHAW 


LEEMAN ROAD, YORK. 
Tel: 09047 22772. 


F. K. SHARPE LTD. 
of Lincolnshire 
Wish to congratulate Alfa on 
their success in the 
Avon Tour of Britain 
For the best service 
Tel: (0522) 22329 
233 Newark Road, Lincoln 


RUSSELL MOTOR 
SERVICES 
For ALFA in Buckinghamshire 


Wish to congratulate the Alfa team on winning 
the team award in the Avon Tour of Britain. 


Demonstration cars available 


Tel: Naphill (024024) 3270 


renal 


SILVERSTONE sat July 21st 
VINTAGE CAR RACES istrace 12.30 nrs 


The 11 event programme, organised by the 
VSCC, includes the Hawthorn Trophy Race 
for Historic Racing Cars, the Boulogne Trophy 
Race for Vintage Racing Cars, the Fox & 
Nicholl Trophy Race for large capacity Vintage 
and PVT Sports Cars, the Allcomers Race for 
Pre-War Cars, handicap races and a parade of 
Pre-War Rileys. 

Admission to Special Trackside Spectator 
Enclosures including Free Grandstend Seat: 
Adult 70p. Child 20p. Paddock Transfers: 
Adult 50p. Child 20p. Parking Free. 


TONY ROUFF 


WINNER OF 
JOHN PLAYER FORMULA 3 
SILVERSTONE 


would like to thank the following for their essistance : 


GROUP RACING DEVELOPMENTS 
VEGANTUNE 
FIRESTONE 


MOTORCRAFT 
DUCKHAMS 
FERODO 
Tony Rouff Racing 
Curries Close, Coventry CV4 BAU 


Tle: 0203 461136 
Cyetaoin 


And now the 
ultimate... 


from one of the world’s 
great Hi-Fi specialists 


The Castrol 
Motor Club Quiz 
1973/74 


No Entry 


after August Ist Closing Date. 


Your Club should have received your copy of 
the Regulations and Entry Form. If not, send 
or telephone for one, NOW from 


Mrs. Jean Basley, Clubs Depart- 
ment, Castrol Ltd., Burmah House, 
Pipers Way, Swindon SN3 IRE. 
Telephone Swindon 30151. 
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Sports extra 


CROFT 


Graham Cuthbert’s 
double in bad weather 


Bad weather marred what, otherwise, would 
‘been u pleasant, slickly-run, clubbie at 
Croft on Sunday. The Darlington & DMC 
hosted the meeting which saw a return to 
form by Graham Cuthbert who won a couple 
of races with his FF Lotus 
for the 
from the back of the field, with Doug Niven's 
‘The Celtic Homes Boss 
Escort had suffered misfiring problems in 
practice and had retired in lier rac 
but in the Wendy Wools Championship 
qualifier Niven came charging up from his 
-of-the-grid start to lead in less than 
two laps. Unhapplest man at the meeting was 
club Steward Percy Titman who had his Ford 
Cortina stolen from right by the Controt 
Tower! 

‘With rain still pouring down, Graham Cuth- 
bert took advantage of his pole position to 
Tead Pete Clark's Wigley Crosslé 25F in the 
first Formula Ford heat. Clark pitted on lap 
2' with an HT lead off his new Rowland 
engine, but despite losing almost a lap he 
managed to win back five places by the end. 
Cuthbert was now left with a safe lead which 
he held to the finish ahead of Ed Wilcox 

ITA (now with engine prepared 
man Tim Close). John Simp- 
Mk 10 hung onto third place des- 
fierce challenge by Barry Warburton’ 
jorted Merlyn Mk 17 which also sports 
a Tim Close motor. 

The second heat produced the best FF 
performance yet from former Kart champion 
Kelvin Hesketh (Stein Lager Merlyn Mk 24). 
Hesketh shot away ahead of Norman Dick- 
son's Crosslé 25F and Ted Payne's Ans 
March 728, but the latter two cars were 
delayed somewhere on lap 2 and both com- 
menced pursuit races from well down the 
field. Hesketh went on to a smooth win from 
Ken’ Pickering’s Jet Gaz Jamun T3B. Payne 
and Dickson came steaming back up the field 
but snatched third place from 
Royale RP16 on the line with 
Dickson next up ahead of a rather subdued 
‘Stu Baird (Merlyn Mk 24). Graham Hamilton 
set the fastest lap as he endeavoured to make 
up time lost by a push-start in his Hawke 
DL2B. 

The track was still very wet for the Esso 
Uniflo Special Saloon round and this enabled 
Tony Sugden to overcome his usual power 
disadvantage with the Brook Hire Escort TC 
and take an excellent start-to-finish victory, 
well ahead of Derek Huntley's Escort FVC 
Alex Clacher's Imp was third initially but 
retired on lap 3 with a misfire at high revs, 
the place being taken over by Nick Wattiez’s 
class-winning ex-Longman Cooper S. After 
Clacher’s demise it looked as though Lion 
Dickson would win the small class in hi 
‘Arden Mini, but the engine all but expired 
fon the last lap and he dropped to tenth. This 
left the 1.3 Minis of Graham Wood and 
Gerald Clark (who had made a determined 
drive after a push-start) ahead of David 
Wrage’s RWD Mini SCA which finally won 
the 1000 cc class ahead of Duncan Fisher's 
Imp with its much-modified front end. 

‘Any chance of another Fletcher/Absalom 
battle in the Mod Sports/Clubman’s race dis- 
appeared when Absalom's Ginetta G4 retired 
on lap 2. with overheating. Thereafter 
Fletcher's Elan was never threatened by Dave 
Rees's U2 Mk 11 on the now drying track. 
‘This time is was Barry Joell’s Toll Bar U2 
Mk 11B that came carving through from a 
rear-of-the-grid start and he made it to third 
place, well clear of Jim Adamson’s Steve 


and Payne 
John Kent’ 


60 


Leech Plant Hire Ginetta G4 which managed 
to hold at bay James Buckton’s Sprite—both 
of them winning their classes. Buckton’s c} 

i's J. S. Whitehead-ps 
‘Team Ziebart Sprite was narrowly 
Seteated for sixth place by Miles Hopperton's 
supercharged MG Midget. 

Graham Cuthbert completed a satisfactory 
day by taking a flag to flag victory in the FF 

‘without serious challenge. Warburton 
foo got clear of the pack and’ held. onto his 
second place while the other quick boys 
@ueued Up to try and find a way past John 
Simpson. Pete Clark started from the &th 
row. of the almost full grid and, setting the 
fastest lap of the race as he went, he soon 
tacked himself on to the third place train. 
In the end he was the only one to pass Sim 
son, and was closing on the leaders by the 
finish. Simpson took fourth place after a 
heady drive with Hesketh hard on his tail, 
then after a gap, came Wilcox, Kent and 
Baird, all in quick succession. 

Despite frantic efforts by Alex Clacher and 
his helpers the Imp's ignition bothers could 
not be cured and so the car was a last 

sarter for 


‘into. the 
innocuous-looking Mini 


Escort 
Smith's deceptively 
taking over second place from Sugden, Mean- 


sereamed 


while the big blue Escort of Niven was 
shouldering past most of the field and was 
fourth after a lap. After two laps Niven wi 
in the lead and that was that. Huntley was 
having his work cut out to keep the very 
rapid Mini of Smith at bay and in fact drop- 
ped way down to 16th on the second lap, 
which left Smith in little danger from Sugden, 
and in fact on lap 3 the latter was passed by 
Roger Matthews in the Birdsedge Mini-Cooper 
S. Gerald Clark finished fifth behind Sugden 
‘and ahead of the recovering Huntley, while 
Wragg and Fisher continued their battle for 
10 litre honours with the same result as 
before. Fisher's Imp is very ingenious as 
although it has the standard profile, it has 
a steeply sloping bonnet centre-section which, 
in conjunction with an enormous front spoiler, 
should give considerable downforce. 


‘Anything which brought any joy to Team 
Surtees last weekend was very welcome, and 
it fell to Bill Wood to take a Surtees (the 
ex-Van Lennep TS 11) to victory, albeit with 
little real opposition on a still by no means 
dry track. Robin Smith's Lola-FVA 212 took 
second place but not before the Lola's mono- 
coque had been slightly tweeked by glancing 
‘contact with Barry Warburton’s errant Mer- 
lyn, an incident which led to recriminations 
both physical and vocal in the paddock after- 
wards. Warburton finished third after a fast if 
rather adventurous drive (he also touched the 
Elan of an unperturbed Jon Fletcher). Fletcher 
split the FFs and took fourth from Ed Wilcox 
‘and Phil Barak's Peters Stores Special after 
@ good scrap. 


CHRIS MASON 


edited by Robert Fearnall 


Unite Specs 
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Gollop takes 
Esso Trophy 


Rochester MC's first South East Autocross 
Championship, run over three events in the 
last three months, came to # successful con- 
clusion last Sunday with a win and the Esso 
Uniflo Trophy for Will Gollop and his 998 
Mint. 

Using the formula that the two best runs 
fat each event would be added together and 
carried forward the club produced a fairly 
close result with just over 40 s separating the 
first six overall, Gollop won with an ageregate 
time of 19 m 1.6 5, exactly 19 5 ahead of 
Bill Bowden in his 1275 Cooper who won the 
separate award for BTD at the final round 
held at Iwade, near Sittingbourne. 

‘Third overall was the 1960 Escort of 
Trevor Hopkins on 19 m 28.2 s with Graham 
Wilkinson's Anglia only 0.2 s away in fourth 
Fifth and sixth places were taken by Derek 
Batt (Cooper) and Keith Fowler (Escort). 

Bowden's winning time at the final was 
3m 62s while other class winners Peter 
Cook, in his Half-a-Mo Special was on 3 m 
74 s and John Smith (1800 Escort), returned 
3 m 7.6 s. Sixty-three cars competed In reé 


Sonable conditions, one shower of rain hardly 
damping the course. 


Sunday's RAC Hill Climb Championship 
meeting at Pontypool. Workmen employed by 
the local council went on strike sometime 
during the week and the BARC officials were 
unable to obtain the keys to open the park in 
which the hilclimb was to have been run. 
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Sports extra 


LYDDEN 


Two rashers 


of Bacon 


Brian Betteridge’s Sprite took second in th 


SINGER TRIAL 


sports car clas 


Moffatt’s win gives 
him 8 point lead 


BIN Moffatt established an cight-point lead 
in the BT&RDA Production Car Trial Cam- 
Plonship when he won last Sunday's Singer 
Owners Club round at Tunnel Hill, Pirbrigh 
Surrey, but with his sixth class win in sue: 
ion Geoff Spencer has moved into sixth 
place only 17 pts behind to maintain his 
Overall challenge. Other class winners among. 
the 61 entrants who contested the event over 
16 sections, were Denis Wells and Mike 
Harrison, Mrs. Jean Hazlewood, happily 
recovered from her accident, took the Ladies 
‘Award with her Sprite. 

Power was the order of the day from the 
start_on a day when the area had been 
drenched by ‘overnight rain and deep ruts 
were likely to be dug early in the day. 
Spencer, out for the first time with his 
1275 Cooper, took a little time to adjust 
and at the break was one mark behind John 
Taylor (Austin 1300), who was on 68 marks. 
John Hodgson was ‘third with his Minion 
70 marks at the head of the largest class 
with 22 competitors. Spencer was given a 
real battle during the afternoon but squeezed 
home to win on 111 marks with Taylor a 
comfortable second on 114. Cliff Simpson 
(Mini) detached himself from the pack with 
@ good second half to take third on 121 
marks. 


Mac Hazlewood borrowed a Mexico to 
renew his battle for class honours with Denis 
Wells (Skoda) in the front engine rwd class 
and the pair pulled away from the rest of 
the class in the morning. Wells led Hazle- 
wood by a single mark after eight hills but 
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shortly afterwards the diff packed up on the 
Mexico and that was the end of the chal- 
lenge. This left Dave Slater in second place 
in his Anglia Estate but he had a poor 
afternoon and the big wheels on the Popular 
of Ken Willmot came into their own and he 


nipped through to take second with 104 
marks to Wells’ 100 marks with Slater third 
on. 108 marks. 

Maintaining his record of having 
been beaten in the sports car in an 


event on Army land in that part of the 
country, Mike Harrison's Midget duly took 
the sports car class with an eight. mark 
margin over Brian Betteridge. Initially it 
was Don Hobbs (Sprite), who gave Harrison a 
real tussle and the pair were only a mark 
apart at half way. Hobbs, however, slipped 
up in the second half, and although Betteridge 
bad to complete the last part of the day 
with a holed radiator and errant steering, 
he pipped Hobbs by three mark: 

Moffatt led the event from start to finish 
on merit. In the first half he established a 
13-mark lead over M. E. Brown's Chamois 
and he repeated his performance in the 
second with the lowest second half total of 
26 for a total of 80 marks leaving Brown on 
98 marks. Tom Aberg (1300 VW) who was 
fourth at the break had a good second half 
to edge into third ahead of Don Carr's Imp 
by two marks. 


SS eS, ht 


Formula 750 (ook pride of place at the 750 
MC's meeting at Lydden last Sunday where 
there were three races for the baby formula. 
However the racing was quite enjoyable, with 
events also 100, ‘Ford, 
Four and small saloons. Rich Bacon was the 
most driver of the day in his 
Merlyn Mk 11A, scoring wins in both the FF 
and libre events. 


The first F750 event for the Duckhams 
Trophy went to Mike Street's DC Plus, but 
only after Lyn Evan spun at the Elbow while 
challenging for the lead, retiring a couple of 
laps later with the engine covered in 
Street pulled out = bis enough gap to be. able 
to have a spin, and this he did at the hairpin, 
ditto second piace man Roy Lewington in his 
Ul-handling Centaur. John Richardson took 
second in his DNC Mk 3 but only after he 
thwarted a big last lap effort by Paul Adams’ 
Paladin, Lewington finishing s comfortable 
fourth. 

Oli White's Gideon took the lead at the start 
of the second 750 race but by the end of the 
opening lap Richard Owen's Arcos 6A wa: 
through to head the field. On lap 2 John Giles 
IGS took over at the front and steadily pulled 
away until he spun and hit the bank at the 
Elbow on lap 6, leaving an easy victory to 
Owen over” Mike Chittenden's matchbox 
looking Trick Too which had torn through 
the field after starting from the back row. 

There were still enough F750s left to 
warrant a third race and this gave victory 
to Tim Green's Time Mk 2 although Robin 
Smythe’s Warren was challenging hard and 
actually led on laps 3, 4 and 6, There was a 
Close battle going on behind, which until half 
distance had been led jointly by Steve Wyatt 
Paladin. and Chris Picton’s Harrison KH3. 
However on lap 6 Picton charged the bank at 
the Elbow when the engine cut out, Although 


his new acquisition was badly damaged Picton 
was unscathed. Smythe lost his second place to 
Rob Wells’ Trick Too on lap 8 and they 


finished second apart. 

Mike Taylor extended his lead even further 
in the Super Visco Formula 1200 champion- 
ship after another runaway victory in the first 
F1200 race. His Tetranychus Telarius led by 
nearly 20 s from Chris Bristow's ex-John Allan 
Allan 3C after just 10 laps. Barry Bartlett 
Mallock U2 Mk 11B threw third place away 
on lap 3 when he spun into retirement at 
Pits, his successor Mike Roberts (Navajo) 
doing likewise on lap 7 to the consternation of 
the photographers gathered behind Mabbs 
Bank. 

‘The Tetranychus Telarius also took top 
honours in the second 1200 race although 
this time it was in the hands of Peter Cook: 
It took Cooke a little while to get into his 
stride but once past Bill Cowling's Navajo at 
Pits on the second lap he gradually pulled 
away to the tune of 5.6 s. John Corboy 
(Mallock U2 Mk 8) finished a safe third, while 
Paul Webb's Delapena came in fourth after 
Bill Mallett’s JDN lost a lap when he revolved 
at Chessons on lap. 4. 

John Webb's Chevron B9 looked to have 
the Low Cost Racing Ltd F4 championship 
race sewn up until he spun at the hairpin 
on lap 7 and retired on the spot. It was thus 
Fergus Tait who acknowledged the chequered 
flag, his ex-Maskell Chevron BIS/17 14 s 
ahead of Dave Griffith's B15/17. In fact the 
man with the chequered flag somehow missed 
the winners and so they had another free lap. 
Maurice Ogier (Brabham BT28) was left to 
contend third place with himself and he 
finished 11.8 s further back. 

It's very unusual to have only one saloon 
car race on a Lydden programme but the 750 
MC did it with a race for 850s and Mini 7. As 
expected the 850 saloons came out on top 
thanks to Bob Shepherd whose Mini led from 
start to Gnish. He was harried for the first 
couple of laps by Gerry Glass’s ex-Will 
Lawrence Swiftune Mini but he couldn't stay 
with Shepherd. Quickest Mini 7 was Mick 
Collard and he was holding a steady third 


cy 


Sports extra 


Kleber Wheelbase Scholarship runner-up 
Harold Morley competed last Saturday on his 
second BTRDA Gold Star/Triple C cham- 
pionship rally and, like the Tour of Lines, he 
emerged as winner. His Porsche 
gave no trouble and Morley won 
he pleased showing a style of authoritative 
driving that one expects to see only in the 
ily great drivers. For those who still dis- 
believe in the correctness of the Kleber 
judges last year, have a look at Morley on 
this weekend's Nuteracker and see if you do 
not agree. The rally had an authority of its 
‘own as well, what it sought to achieve it 
did with command; the organisers had learned 
lessons from last year and the 
somehow, 
The event 
Mobelec, the former being greatly involved in 
the new’ national championship and the latter 
making a welcome and appreciated venture 
into support. 

There were 13 stages on the Cheltenham, 
several forests, some tracks and an airfield 
Face at Wroughton, the venue used on the 
Tour of Britain, though on that occasion the 
route Was less’ interesting. Those who have 
known the troubles of stage rally organisers 
in the South were wondering how this rally 
would fare, especially as the organisers all 
but Ignored their venues used last year, in 
favour of moving southwards. So often the 
my or the Forestry Commission authorities 
have fallen out with organisers and rallies 
have suffered, but this time everything from 
this angle went right, as indeed it did from 
practically every other. 

There were many non starters, and early 
in the evening the limited number of reserve 
entries all found that they would have a run, 
‘The start was down at Poole, and the rally 
took the form of a lazy path northwards, so 
that no venue was used twice and the rally 
maintained an interest all through. Vie Pres- 
ton failed to appear, which made one wonder 
if his entry had ever been serious, Richard 
Miffe as championship leader of the Triple C 
series definitely intended to appear, but 


Harold Morley makes it easy 


alleged head gasket failure stopped him on 
the journey to the start. Once more the Sky 
Petroleum team of Laurie Richards and Linda 
Jackson started off at half cock, for Richards 
id not appear and then Linda retired before 
ever reaching the first stage. Peter MacDowell 
was originally seeded down at 34 but he 
jcquired Hliffe’s starting place, though his 
rally was to be an unhappy one. Ron Clift 
and Reg Mullenger both had new front ends 
fon their Escorts (Mullenger dinging his almost 
immediately again) and Mike Ranger had a 
new body shell on his Imp. 

Dust was the enemy of the day. The start 
was at midnight, and consequently the first 
few stages were all in darkness, but that 
neither helped nor hindered. Unless you were 
first man on the road, you were pretty miser- 
able. At best the dust took a couple of 
minutes to settle and sometimes it hung in 
the air for seemingly ever. Morley had start- 
Ing number two, and as marshals did not let 


“Rallye 


Morley's Porsche —complete with 
Sport" decals. 


Lydden—continued 


place until Ken Welch's 850 which had 
started from the back with a 10s penalty 
suddenly pounced at Pits on the last lap to 
demote Collard to fourth. 


Rich Bacon scored the first of his two 
Sunday victories in the Formula Ford event 
leading from pole and never putting a wheel 
Wrong while ‘the rest fell over themselves 
Paul Sleeman's Crosslé and John Brick's 
Elden were dicing furiously for second until 
half distance when they collided coming out 
of the hairpin the Elden becoming airborne, 
while the Crossié damaged a corner. Brick 
drove straight back to the Paddock to check 
for damage but there wasn't any. Meanwhile 
Will Arif was having a bad time with bis 
ex-Tim Brise Merlyn Mk 20 just stopping short 
of the bank at the Elbow when the throttle 
Stuck open, this ailment causing his practice 
to be curtailed after only 4 laps. And so Allan 
Hebb picked his way through to take second 
place, his PAC being 6.8 s ahead of Geoff 
Mles's March 708/18, 

Bacon did it again in the libre event in 
which the Fords trounced the Fours. Ernie 
Felix in John Webb's Chevron B9 tried to save 
them too much embarrassment, but just as he 
took Donal O'Suilleabhain's Crosslé for third 
place he spun it away at the hairpin at half 
distance, leaving the Irishman and Illes to 
‘Squabble over second, the latter winning the 
day by 02 s. 


PAUL KING 


crews make up time, he was laughing. As 
against Mullenger, he took 40 seconds on the 
first stage and 33 seconds on the next one, 
and Mullenger was the next best leading 
driver on both. Then on the third stage Mul- 
Tenger went off and was out of contention 
Terry Bartlett, who would have won the 
Lancia Pointer rally if Mullenger’s protest 
had not succeeded, fared worse—he went off 
on the first corner of the very first stage 
Paul Appleby retired on the first stage, David 
Ewles had chronic misfire which left him 
having to drive in first gear to keep mobile 
at all and Bob Bennett in the Dealer Team 
BMW went off shortly afterwards, having had 
a delay on the first stage. There was a petrol 
halt after the first three stages, where results 
Were posted as crews arrived. Morley was on 
306 points, his nearest rival Mullenger was 
‘on 409: then came Chapman with 412, Mac- 
Dowell at 442 and Pierson with 454,” Many 
drivers had little if any experience of night 
driving: all the leading crews had, however, 
‘and Graham Lepley who had never driven at 
night was doing well at 8th place 


Only two more stages were exclusively in 
the dark, and although there was a smatter- 
ing of rain, the dust was still quite a hazard 
Ian Harwood kept backing off at the brows 
after his recent accident on the HIF! Rally, 
and Malcolm Patrick found his engine was 
too cammy for comfort, Dave Reynolds, the 
Lancia Pointer discovery, retired his Imp with 
‘engine trouble and so by breakfast, at Ames- 
bury, Morley had maintained his‘ advantage 
with’ ease. He was on 556 points, against 
Drummond at 666, Chapman with 691, Har- 
wood at 758, Pierson with 777 and Depley 
on 783. Drummond had the benefit of one 
minute which was obvious to the beholder, 
and this effectively put him just behind Chap: 
man. Next came the Salisbury Plain. stages 
Memories of the Chieftain entered the minds 
‘of the championship drivers. In many ways 
it was much better, though at Sidbury Hi 
there were a series of damaging bumps which 
were badly marked. Harwood damaged the 
front suspension, Lepley broke the suspension 
and Huxley was seen stopped after these 
bumps as well. Harwood continued but went 
‘OTL at the start of the following stage, Law- 
less’ Datsun 180 was seen wallowing on sub- 
sequent stages as well 

Wroughton was the odd stage out, 
the previous one had been  tarm: 
had ‘not known this. At the 
Drummond and Morley had Dunlop racers 
and were well ahead, Chapman had his 
Motorway Remoulds even for this stage and 
finished over a minute slower than these 
two. Dave Campion stopped with engine 
trouble here and both Willy Crawford (bor- 
rowed crossflow Mexico) and Pat Bartlett 
had throttle trouble. The final stage at Eb- 
worth was kept secret because of the inacces- 
sibility of the venue, and from here it was a 
short run to. the Golden Valley Hotel near 
Cheltenham. The results were produced with 
commendable accuracy by computer, and the 
rally was rounded off with a party in the 
evening. The Cheltenham Festival has made 
immense strides after its uncertain event last 


MARTIN HOLMES 


year. 
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Sports extra 


Tony Nancy reached 210 mph at Daedalus. 


Priddle v Nancy at Daedalus 


Moving back down to HMS Daedalus after a 
two year period since the last meeting held 
there, the drag racing circus ground to a halt 
after’ a few exploratory runs last Sunday 
when once again the rain came down and 
settled In until around 1.30 pm. 

By then it was too late to do any qualifying, 
and after a drivers meeting, it was decided 
to hold a series of match races to put on a 
show for the surprising! ye turn-out of 
spectators who had braved the elements. With 
assistance from the RNAF in drying out the 
strip with a helicopter’s downthrust, the first 
Tung came at shortly after 2 pm. In one of the 
first runs before the rain, Dave Rose had gone 
spinning into the grass with a broken prop: 
shaft in the Barracuda, whilst the Page team 
‘again had trouble with their Clutchflite trans- 
mission after having a new body fitted since 
Tosing the original at Santa Pod, the previous 
weekend, The other main point of interest 
concerned the length of the strip, which was 
held to 1,000 feet in the interests of safety 
for the big fuelers and funnies. Some pro- 
mising times were obviously expected, put it 
was frustrating trying to estimate what they 
might have been over the complete distance. 
Examples included the 9.5 s from Kevin 
Pilling, later equalled by Gary Goggin, back 
on the Corvette motor after finding the crank 
damaged in the truck block, and doing 
extremely well again to match Pilling’s time. 
Tony Dickson managed a 102 5 with the 
Stone's Escort at 112 s, Once again the 
Crane/Edmundscn Camaro was sidelined, first 
with an apparent fault on the gearbox, then 
a dud starter again which prevented any test- 
Ing to see if it been fixed, With the various 
cars paired off simply on times, the only mean- 
Ingful races came from the fuelers and fun- 
nies, with some other interesting variations 
thrown in. 

‘At last the feared Jeep/Chrysler ended up 
running a competition car, Freeman Rodgers’ 
Ford, and showed it’s worth by winning each 
round with low 9s runs. The new Benbow 
Fullerton Pontiac dragster looked very pro- 
mising with an 8.8 s on only its second run, 
which should convert to a high 9 5 over the 
Quarter and provide some much-needed com- 
petition for Ray Hoare and the rest of the 
sparse Top Dragster class. 

But to the Pro Fuelers, and the steady build 
up of excitement, Norm Wilcox showed that 
the Donovan Powered Mr Revell was really 
locking good with a 5.8 s run that matched 
Nancy's time in the Revelliner car, both 
with terminals in the 170 mph region. Priddle 
was close with a 6.2 5 in the Shell/Chrysler 
car with Hutcherson also going well to hit 
179 mph, which most thought pretty good 
for the distance. Herridge was down to drive 
the Don Schumaker funny, the replacement 
driver having failed to materialise, and didn't 
have too much luck with the ‘Firefly’ dragster. 

With Priddle and Nancy down to run each 
other, all eves were on the start as the two 
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cars staged, and as they left it was anyones 
race, but by a hundred yards of so, the bigger 
engine in Nancy's car was telling, but then 
Priddie had to shut of when a piece of paper 
cr debris flew into his face, leaving him with 
a7 he coasted through. Norm Wilcox 
‘meanwhile, was running against Dave Stone 
In ‘Tee Rat’, the only other car capable of 
getting anywhere near the Fuelers, but even 
he could do little about the vast power advan- 
tage of the dragster, going cut gamely in both 
runs, Similarly, Hutcherson defeated Herridge 
two straight, the second time when Allan got 
very crossed up coming off the line and had 
to shut down, 

But as is so often the case, the best race 
was the last, and by now some real tension 
had built up around the coming duel, Both 
cars fired up on the runway again to give 
the spectators a good view on both sides, 
then crossed over behind the start to stage. 
There is no doubt that Dennis Priddle is a 
very determined man when it comes to win: 
ing, and Nancy obviously knew this and wa 
really making some horsepower, Too much in 
fact, because for a vital, fleeting moment, he 
was up in smoke as the two cars leapt off neck 
and neck, and Dennis got a car length on 
him before he hooked up again. But by the 
speed traps he was coming up at an incredible 
rate, and in fact Dennis had already dropped 
bis “chute well before the finish, but just 
had a wheel through first in 5.99 s at 167 
mph. Nancy was much slower at 6.99 5 but 

1ad_come on to fantastic 210 mph in a mere 
1,000 feet, and set the pits buzzing with 

The immediate thought was of this com- 
ing weekend at the Pod for the third round. 
With Priddle all out to stay at the top with a 
66 s run this year; Skilton out to dethrone 
him also with a 6.6 s car; and Nancy also 
having run a 6.6 s at the first meet; not to 
mention the 210 mph run; and now Wilcox 
cbvicusly well into the 6 s with the Revell 
car, the Pro Fuel action is going to have to 
be seen to be believed. Plus of course Pratt 
Hutcherson and Herridge to join in as well 
but they must start as underdogs against the 
star foursome. 

The funny car show started with Paula 
Murphy running off a 6.9 s to show the 
scutherners what it was all about, then 
Herridge came out to try the ‘Stardust’ funny. 
Unfortunately he couldn't get into reverse 
after the burn-out a tricky operation in the 
funnies apparently, and contented himself 
with a half-power run from in front of the 
line, before trying again later against Paula. 
This time he drove the car round the back of 
the start after the burn-out, the STP ci 
already having laid down its customary smoke 
screen, and then showed what an adaptable 
driver he is by getting down to a 7.9 s in the 
brutal car despite getting a bit out of line 
trying to hang on to Paula's 6.6 s. 


Fripp’s close one 


Roger Fripp scored what must be the closest 
BTD win ever in a championship autotest 
when he won last Sunday's Castrol/BT&RDA 
round organised by Crawley & District CC 
by 0.2 s. Miserable weather attended the 
event on a works car park at Crawley for 
‘most of the day but the 36 competitors 
tackled 16 tests providing two exciting class 
The man whom Fripp beat was none other 
than Trevor Smith, the reigning champion, 
who besides having to contend with the very 
much on form Cooper man, had Don Harris 
breathing down his exhaust pipe in the sports 
car class. Harris, like Smith, in a. Sprite, 
was only 46 s away at the finish and Denis 
Beare took third in his Sprite a further two 
see down, 
Local man Peter Cornwell distinguished 
he's a novice—by taking his 998 
9 a one second win in Class 3— 
RAC classes appertaining—to pip Keith 
Winter's similar car in a struggle which 
continued from the start, In the other two 
elasses Phil Darbyshire (Clubman GT), made 
amends for his lapse the previous weekend 
by beating his old rival John Larkin (Cooper), 
by a fraction over 10 s and Peter Noad 
returned to the championship fray to con- 
tinue his domination of the big class in his 


Dudley club outing 


Dudley & District Car Club's Olde Tyme 
Autocross at Pattingham, last Sunday, was 
‘an attempt to give club’ members an after 
noon of cheap motor sport with the emphasis 


on standard cars. It was a success. with 
more than half the 40 entries coming from 
road-going vehicles. 

Malcolm Orme's 1400 Clubman was fastest 
of the day in which everyone had four runs 
and were on their way home before tea, He 
got down to 59.5 s for two laps of a 750 yds 
course, while Bruce Male’s 999 Mini took the 
other Mini class in 60.8 s. Of the standard 
saloons Ian Beveridge (Escort Sport) did 65.0 
to win the big class while the other two 
classes resulted in identical times by the 
998 Mini Cooper of Roger Archer and Peter 


Cartwright’s Cooper S, in 65.1.5. 


Rose back on form 


Torrential rain spoilt times when SUNBAC 
ran their sprint meeting at Curborough last 
Sunday but Bob Rose returned to the fray 
with his McLaren M10B to score his first 
win for several months. His time of 394 5 
Feflected the state of the track and he was 
hard pressed for his victory as David Hartley 
put in a fine run with his Brabham BT18 to 
be only half a second behind. The Ravens: 
croft family did not enjoy the conditions 
with the Lola T70 and John was more than 
@ second away from Rose. 

Eighty-five entries were received and third 
fastest. was Richard Wallinger in his 
Wallinger Sceptre who recorded a neat 
4042s and his wife Jane collected the 
Ladies award. Marcos honours went to Mike 
Overton who beat Cyril Baxter by more than 

‘second, 


Sports extra 


CADWELL PARK 


Rain stops play 


on Sunday afternoon Clerk of 
‘Sid Offord of the BARC finally had 
defeat to the weather and abandon 
championship programme at Cad- 
‘well Park with only two races completed out 
of the scheduled six. A difficult decision but, 
in the circumstances the correct 
the Lincol 
ing more and more trecherous with veritable 
rivers of water running across and al 
parts of the circuit, However the mai 
with a huge puddle which had spread 
‘width of the track 


‘on the apex of the 
the Mountain, At its deepest part this “lake 
‘was over 34in and presented « real hazard to 
the single-seaters. The whole day had that 
“morning after” feel about it, particularly 
amongst the F3 brigade of which only a small 
‘of the “paper” entry arrived and 
even practised. The weather only added 
to the depression, low cloud, a strong wind 
and driving rain and such a lack of light 
noon that It seemed more akin to December 
a July—I shall never dare make rude 
emarks about “Sunny Snetterton™ again t 
‘With Roger Manning missing joint leader 
of the Wella for Men Formula Ford Cham- 
plonship Peter Harrington was anxious for 
maximum points and with only 11 heat quall- 
flors for the final a good start was needed 
by the Cougar since most of the quick boys 
‘drawn in this first heat. As hoped, the 
cw Cougar sprang into the lead but’ was 
passed into Park by Donald MacLeod in the 
Van Dieman who continued well into the 
outfield and retired at the end of the first lap 
with a damaged radiator, Harrington led for 
& couple of laps until an error at the Goose- 
neck let Richard Morgan see a gap through 
the spray and once in front the Ray was never 
again challenged, Morgan using a set of the 
early Torinos which seem so good in the wet. 
TIM Needell, still seeking etc, outfumbled 
Glen Eagling to place the Lotus 69 ahead of 
the 61 and like Morgan his placing was secure, 
Engling also fell prey to Ted Wentz's Elden 
which’ was fighting off a challenge from 
@ recovering Harrington but next time around 
both the Elden and Cougar went hedging and 
ditching in quite a big way with Harrington 
ccming off the better of the two, Eagling, 
his Lotus sounding terribly rough with o 
broken exhaust, retook third and thus the 
order remained although the irrepressible 
Harrington closed up on Eagling at the end. 
Bob Arnott (Merlyn) put in a good run after 
tangling with another at the start and finished 
eighth, 
Ivan Dutton's run of 
practice for the “cheaper” of the two Britax 
Production saloon races, the Escort Sport leav- 
ing the road backwards at Charlies and whip- 
ping round cn impact damaging the front end 
quite badly, Borrowing the parts needed for 
repair from another “Sport in the paddock, 
Dutton duely took another maximum set of 
points but only after a fabulous dice with 
Simon Kirkby, the latter driving the F. K. 
‘Sharpe car usually peddalled by “Plug” Cooper 
following his inversion on the Tour. Dutton 
had the power on the long haul up to Park 
corer but the Simca could get the edge out 
‘of the many corners and led for more laps 
than the Escort retaking the lead on lap 9 
and. staying in front until a quick spin at 
Mansfield robbed Kirkby of a win on his home 
circuit. Brian Atthew (Viva) gradually lost 
touch with the two leaders, dropping right 
back at the end as the fuel supply diminished. 
‘Another good dice in the £1050 class was 
between Malcolm West (Escort Sports) who 
worked quite hard to hold off Mike Bundy's 


Il luck continued in 


‘Simon Kirkby (Simca Rallye) splashes into 
‘second place. 


Marina, With no BMW ride since his car was 
being readied for Spa, Tony Lanfranchi had 
to be centent with, dare we say It, Moskvich- 
Glass points and although he was always 
head of Eric Horsfield's version their close- 
ness did not always seem to be team tactics, 

when they were mixed up for 
most part with the Escort Sport of Richard 
Mortimer and Mac Ross (Clubman). In all a 
fine Gi race. 

‘With the second heat FF contestants already 
having completed their two pace laps the RAC 
‘Stewards and C of the C inspected the ever- 
growing lake at the foot of the Mountain 
All variety of implements were employed by 
the circuit owner and his crew to clear the 
brocked drains, to the accompaniment of sug- 
gestions by the spectators, but generally all 
that was achieved was more water flowing 
along the fast pit straight. Finally, after over 

efforts had come to nought, the 
‘meeting was abandoned and a set of ‘com- 
pletely" drenched marshals and spectators 
‘sought dry clothing. Who, then, would have 
‘won the other races? Well, Sid Fox looked a 
certain favourite for the ‘second Wella FF 
heat while Roger Bell (BMW) and Bernard 
Unett (Hunter GLS) should have strolled to 
class victories in the other Britax race. In 
the important Forward Trust F3 round, Alan 
Jones had dominated practice in the DART 
GRD although lan Taylor, having reverted to 
his Snetterton-winning engine in the Baty 
March, was confident that he could overcome 
the 1.4 s practice differential. Would it have 
worked out that way? With motor racing you 
can never tell. 


MIKE DIXON 


Garner makes it eight 


‘Taking full advantage of a semi-dry run 
before the heavens opened Nick Garner 
stormed to BTD at the 13th round of the 
Castrol/BTRDA Autocross Championship at 
Tyldesley, Lancs, last Sunday, to become 
the eighth driver this year to record a out 
right win. 

‘On a 700 yards course, which eventually 
became almost a quagmire in places, Garner 
nipped round with his 860 Mini in 1m 54.7 5 
for his first outright win in the championship 
and also recorded his seventh class win in 11 
events. Miss Muriel Banks also took advant- 
‘age of the conditions early in the afternoon 
to win the standard saloon class for the first 
time and Roger Brunt continued his on- 
slaught on the up 10 1000 cc Mini class with 
his ninth win 

One hundred and one competitors, 
percentage being from local clubs, tur 
for the event with three laps compris 
run and conditions were fair when the 
standard saloons were let loose. For once 
power was an embarrassment and on the 
Hight course the Porsche 91S of Brian Evans 
was at a disadvantage and he was pipped 
into third spot by Muriel on 2 m 5.8 5 and 
John Ritson (Cooper) who did 2 m 10.7 
The best the Porsche could stru 
2m 182 5, 

Bernard Swift made a rare appearance in 
4 championship event to score a worthy nine 
points when he took his 1300 Escort round 
In 2 m 13.8 s to demoralise the front engine 
road ‘class for he was 15 s quicker than 
Richard Keen's similar mount and the Escort 
domination of the. cla completed by 
John Granville. In the which 
attracted seven” starters, Graham’ Allen 
Scored his second class win with his Elan 
but it was a close call for Roy Malin was 
only 0.2 s behind in his Sprite. Both set up 
their best times on their first run but neither 
improved when they ran together later on, 
The promoting Lancs and Cheshire CC took 
all three places in the rear engined class in 
the absence of the championships regulars 
Alan and Carol Whitworth collected first and 
thied with thelr Renault 8, with tht Fiat 
850 of J. Gordon in the middle. Alan walked 
the class in 2m 32.4 5 and his wife was 
less than a second behind Gordon, 

‘One of the half dozen or so drivers to 
Improve on their second run, Roger Brunt 


got down to 2m 7.1 s to head Fi 
Morris by 34 In the 1000 Mini 
Brunt has now collected 99 points in the 


championship overall and intends to contest 
the remaining rounds even though he quali- 
fied for the final nearly a month ago. 

Lancs and Cheshire members had another 
field day in the big saloon class with 1 
‘Smith's 1850 Escort taking the prize in 2 m 
26.9 s, nearly seven seconds quicker than A. 
R. Thompson's 1600 Anglia who had a tussle 
to keep half a second in front of D Taylor's 
1558 Anglia. With potential BTD man Terry 
Smith blotting his copybook by failing to 
score a time with his 1340 Mini, a misfire 
and lack of petrol causing the embarrassment, 
Alan Vernon showed his potential with a 
fine run in 2 m 49s to take the big Mini 
class by over 10 s. The Bruce Rushton 
Mini was second and third, Rushton taking 
second and Peter Withers renting a drive to 
thied after his clutch had packed up. 

Another first class win came among the 
specials where it was Howard Parkin's turn 
with Cannonball. He saw off the challenge 
from the Lyall Grotbox by three seconds 
leaving E. R. Emery’s Beach Buggy third, six 
seconds down. 
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Sports extra 


LLANDOW 


Faure and Mansfield 
win main races 


Only 800 people braved the elements and made 
the Journey to Llandow last Sunday to wit- 
ness the BRSCC SW Centre in top gear. 
Despite rain and the usual quota of benders, 
they ran. off no fewer than 10 races 
little over four hours at a pace which never 
Tooked out of control. 
plonships were {¢ 


gan did his Jaguar a whole power of no good 
by going off at Bottom in the saloon race. To 
round off the day, Vernon Davies came tan- 
talisingly close to'the outright cireult record 

driving the Stuff U2 Mk 
The afternoon started off with Mini Seven 
racing and an unexpected winner in the form 
of Mick Moss who usually has Chris Tyrell’s 
Calbrook Mini ahead of him in these parts. 
‘an out-of-touch second 


ing conditions did not deter these boys but 
it'did_make life a little unpleasant for the 
Clubmans drivers who came on next to take 
‘on the Modsports. An unfortunate nonstarter 
in this race was Brian Hough who had hoped 

before racing here 


to have a quick “ shuftie" 
at the Blue Circle round in two weeks 
time, Also not out was Vernon Davies, pre- 
serving the car for the Welsh Championship 
i ice. The race was won by Peter Evans 
7X née Hustler, ‘née Mosley’s U2), 
Having initially been sorely pressed by Bob 
Dickens’ Elan, Evans stroked it home when 
Dickens went crabwise at Bottom. Into second 
later in the race came the U2 Mk 11B once 
driven by Vernon, now in the hands of Peter 
Cook, The first Modsports car home was the 
3.0 TVR Tuscan of Ed Stephens. 

No one was that surprised when we read 

that the 850 saloons were to be lumped with 
and we were even less surprised 
fen Bowen won the race outright. The 
Miglia battle went again to Phil Spurling 
from Eric Groves whilst the second 850 man 
‘came in fourth, Barry Reece's 837 Shelley Mini 
‘erank. 
the BRSCC have had for a while 
now was let loose on Llandow for the first 
time when a grid of lady drivers took to the 
grid for a handicap with a couple of more 
Prominent names not showing. Jean Denton 
was unable to drive the Huxford Fiat and 
Alison Davies ended up in Ed Stephens’ brutal 
Tuscan. From a handicap of nearly 50 seconds 
though came Gill Fortescue-Thomas in the 
Shelisport Mexico and it was the Sussex 
housewife who lurched into the lead on the 
eighth lap. Previous leader Susan Tucker- 
Peake (1.3 Anglia) was demoted to third at 
the tlag by Susan Islip-Underwood (1.3 Escort) 
whilst Alison Davies came from 40 s into 
fourth, 

‘The BRSCC SW FF championship was next 
on the agenda with so many entries that a 
non-qualifiers’ race had to be held. This also 
had a full grid! Bryan Sharp, desperate for 
points, headed the field first time around in 
his green and yellow Merlyn Mk 24 Rowland 
The second time round saw him have the 
first of what was to be an acrobatic race for 
Sharp as he spun out at Old Paddock on a 
track which was just beginning to dry out 
Taking the lead was Roger Orgee in the John 


AUTOSPORT, JULY 19, 1973 


Platts/Berni MRE with the Merlyn Mk 20A 
Longman of Peter Orlando tucked into the 
second place he was to hold to the finish. On 
the seventh of 15 laps, Orgee spun and lost 
his nosecone as a result letting Power get 
away to win, Into third came Jeremy Ros- 
siter’s Dulon LD9 Panther after a cool drive 
o head the similar car of Ian Moore, Row- 
land engined. Spinner Sharp wound up in 
ninth so Orlando keeps his lead in this €75 
championship. Power now heads the Liandow 
championships by a tidy margin, The 10 lap 
hon-qualifiers race was a much more control- 
led affair with Rod Conway (Elden Mk 8 
Piper) heading Sean Ross (Dulon MPI5 Row- 
land) after a very good, clean scrap. 

‘The special saloon race, cut to ten laps, 
saw the first visit of the Brian Cutting Escort 
Martin to Llandow and as expected, it won, 
after a good fight put up by the 1.0 Mini of 
Len Brammer who still leads overali the £250 
Liandow championship. In fact, it was only 


away, net took the 
1300 class from Bernard Richards, back after 
his Penrice shunt, 

The STP Prodsports race ran next with 
Nick Faure running away from such opposi- 
tion as there was after Chris Meek. non- 
started the Princess Ita Pantera which should 
have been on pole. A good second was the 
Demon Tweaks of Tattenhall Lotus Europa 
Special of Alan Minshaw whilst, the Count, 
John de Stefano came third, some way behind 
after a last lap spin at Devils. A good carve 

yr fourth went to Julien Stock's Europa 
Special from Roger Smith's Elan Sprint— 
just! Looking rather miserable was Shaun 
Jackson who at one point looked promising 
before a spin. His TRS took the class in the 
absence of any opposition. Geoff Till's 1275 
Midget’ just romped away with the smallest 

‘The Mexico race was the so-familiar story 
of door handling. Out of it all, two drivers 
stood out, Rod Mansfield and’ Tony Dron. 
Dron’s Strakers of Wimbledon car got away 
initially as Mansfield got penned in. Once 
Mansfield got free, it was a different story, He 
was a second ahead of Dron at the flag at 
the end of the longest race of the day. Ba 
Williams might have figured but went over at 
Devils on the seventh with no injuries. A big 
gaggle formed to fight third but internal 
dramas sorted things out and they came to 
the flag in the order Mike Freeman, Peter 
Ripley, Gillian F-T and Allan Wilkinson. 
Championship leader Wilkinson was involved 
in an incident with David da Costa, which 
put the latter well out of the running as he 
Spun round. 

‘The day rounded off with @ full and very 
Interesting libre race. Out was Lorina Bough- 
ton who had blown Jeremy Gambs' GRD but 
18 cars made the grid with Peter Deal (1.6 
BT21D) facing the U2 of Vernon Davies who 
was on the back row with former outright 
record holder, John Davies (1.0 Brabham 
BT15). Vernon Davies made a flier of a start 
to come right up to third at the end of the 
back straight. "A. battle developed soon 
between Peter Cook, Deal and Davies ahead 
with John Davies joining in, albeit a lap 
down after a stop. Vernon got ahead and on 
the last lap, went round 0.5 5 outside a new 
outright record. Deal and Cook came together 
on the last lap with Deal retiring prudently, 
Cook limping to the flag. Thus ended @ 
splendid day's racing. 


Me aT 


© Torrential 


organised sprint at RAF T 
to a premature halt but 
finally stopped allowing res 
be set by most of the 70 odd entrants 

Course record holder John Lambert, who 
did 1583's at the last event, got down to 
174.6 s with his McRae but this was no match 
for the flying Richard Shardlow who blasted 
round the three and a half miles course in 
a stirring 169,08 s with his Brabham BT38, 
Chippy Stross, vice chairman of the N. E. 
Centre, had a class win with his Chevron BS 
getting down to 194.0\s and. Peter Tipton, 
chairman of the Tyne-Tees Centre recorded 
210.5 s with his Datsun 2402 to win the 
class for large capacity marque sports cars. 
Richard Courteney travelled down from 
Scotland with his Vixen to win the up to 
1100 ce racing car class in 197.2 s. 


eet Aaa eat i 


ton (Gloucestershire), TV 
of the 


Castrol 
staged under a steady downpour. 
was Rod Chapman with his faithful 
Escort RS, chased home by John Taylor, 
with the Mini-Coopers of Nick Jesty and Tom 
Airey third and fourth. Taylor had started 
on the front row alongside Chapman, but 
got pushed aside at the first corner. | This 
dropped him to seventh, but he battled his 
Escort through the flying mud to get up to 
second place by the finish. 
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Sports and Performance Cars 


ROBIN HAMILTON TUTBURY 2744 9 a.m—9 p.m. 


ASTON MARTIN SPECIALISTS WEAR BURTON-ON-TRENT, STAFFS 


What is it? 

Above is a beautiful special Alvis racing car. Mainly Alvis Speed 20/25 components circa 1934 with alloy body built around 1954. 
Beautiful condition and looks and sounds magnificent. We thought it was slow, but at Curborough recently we achieved some very 
respectable times. British Racing Green of course with beige trim. Offers around £2000 might buy it, and would make an interest- 
ing and cheap entry into PVT events. : 


1970 (Oct.) DB6 Mk. 2 (pictured right) 
14,000 miles only. Automatic transmission, power steering, fuel injection, sun roof plus all usual extras. Finished in Golden Sand 
with tan leather trim, Absolutely superb throughout. £3750. 


Also available: 1963 DB4 Vantage, 1971 DBS V8, 1969 DB6 Mk 1. 1965 DBS. 


We now carry an even larger stock of new and used Aston Martin spares, mainly DB4 onwards, and can also supply most items 
not in stock very quickly. At present we can supply such items as 084 GT cylinder heads and cams, 3.7 and 4.0 litre blocks and 
hdbds, crankshafts, gearboxes, back axles, body panels, trim, etc. We offer an exchange reconditioned engine service, etc, and 
can carry out any type of work from a routine service to a complete restoration and rebuild. We do not mind how unusual the 
work is, and have for example just converted a DBS fitted with a 2-litre diesel engine back to full original specification! Being 
@ small and enthusiastic concern we are able to offer an unusually personal attention to customer's requests, and if you are unable 
to get your car to us we will collect it from anywhere in Europe by trailer and deliver if required. 

If you have @ query, we will try to answer it. Advice costs nothing and will hopefully bring us more business at a later date! 
Please note that our stock of cars changes regularly and we do not advertise all of them. Although we specialise in Astons we also 
handle similar high performance cars, and if you are considering buying one we may be able to help you. 

In future we will be at most AMOC events racing our DB4 GT 1 GRE. Parts etc can be delivered to these events if 
required. 


WANTED. Any Aston Martin car or spare in any condition. Crashed cars bought. 
WANTED. Conscientious mechanic used to working to the highest standards on high performance cars. Previous experience on 
Astons not essential 


FAULD HOUSE, FAULD, TUTBURY, BURTON-ON-TRENT, STAFFS 


Mazda and Lotus go Vroom 


SCIMITAR GTE & REBEL DISTRIBUTORS 


tua 0, Jensen, UTERCETTON. Mena BA SE ee ar es 
o os 


USED CARS 
Elen $4. White, F.C. Radio. 


1009 (Series) 9115 PORSCHE. Electric sun 
[ooti*roaio, stereos Tangerine blnck 
1972 LOTUS EUROPA Twin Cam. owner, 
reo, aloy wh pT ag 
1071 LOTUS ELAN SPRINT. Radio, tinted 
Windows, 1 owner” Opal’ bide/tlack €1308 
1870 JAGUAR E-TYPE FH Coupe. + own 


1989 Lotus 


Qnty. ‘9000. mites meet 17s 
1972 ("LOTUS “turops. Spsciai big vaive 
Iason, Radic.” alloy" wheels Only 


1973 LOTUS” SPRINT GHC." White, bine 


1955 


ine ‘ig veins. tenet. Radic. Fine cxomole e210 
ers ay: 1973 MAZBA "WG" Coupe “piss 
WT SCIMITAR "Gre Gniy "600 mites Sen's: “*0h0 shient express cars crass 


wv. 


1971 FORD ESCORT MEXICO. 1 owner 


2005 
on 
row black. os 


talent ® 


— 


we, 
” exres 


PARK LANE GARAGE 
ABBEY LANE 
LEICESTER 
Tel: Leicester 64477/64195 


Eric Sayer (Cambridge Sports Cars 
Fulbourn. Cambnage. Tel Combridge 8: 
Lotus and Mazda main dealers. Open all week e 
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100 mph 45 mpg 


‘The (Clan (Crusader can achieve both these figures for its diminutive but astonishingly efficient 875 cc all alloy Chrysler engine 
whisks the 12-cwt GAP monocoque body slong in a way you find difficult to beheve without driving one yourself 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY 
‘NEW CLAN CRUSADER IN WHITE, ALLOY WHEELS, SUN ROOF 
1972 CLAN CRUSADER IN RED, ALLOY WHEELS, QUARTZ HEADLIGHTS, SUN ROOF 
If the thought of @ superb handling sports car with a technical specification that should cost well over 62000 interests you 
How about this for a rompter—during June and July you can have a brand new Clan Crusader for just £1615 including road 


Tor AND we will give you any one of the listed options (alloy road wheels, special colour, sun root, quartz headlights) 
AT NO EXTRA CHARGE. Generous part exchange allowances on any make or age of car. 


LANGROP (ANSTEY) LTD, CROPSTON ROAD, ANSTEY, LEICESTER 
Tel : (053721) 3313 of 2172 


BELL & 
COLVILLLTO 


Oito® tener LOTUSS 


Peter Townsend 
Sports Cars 


Tel. : 01-363 7010 


Lotus Europa 71K, Only 12,000 miles. 
Black, Chrome wheels. Immac 5 
Lotus Europa. 1970. Red. Minilites, 
tuned, 1 owner only. 24,000 ‘miles 
£1095 
MGB GT. 1969. A University Moto’ 
Special. New cost over £- ‘Aubs 
gine. Stage two Downton, 
Stereo, Minilites, HRW 
Sunbeam Tiger 42. Superb condition. 
‘Alloy wheels, radio, hard and soft 
tops £795 
Triumph TR4A. 1967. Navy and blue. 
Radials, wire wheels and tonneau £695 
MGB GT. 1967. British Racing Groen. 
Wire ‘wheels, radials. Immaculate 
throughout £795 
BMW 2002. 1968. 40,000 miles. Radio. 
White/block. Excellent example £795 
1293 Cooper “S". 1967. 1 owner. 40,000 
miles. Speaks for itself £475 
1971 Elan Sprint coming 


HINE & WHITE 


1971 Maserati Indy 42 manual. Fin- 
din blue metallic with cham- 
pagne hide interior” Extras include 
finted glass, HRW, power steenng. 
Soeration and air conditioning. 

king radio and electric aerial 

16,000 miles. Exceptional 

£7750, 


1972 Jaguar V12 E-Type Roadster. Dork 
blue/grey hide interior. Manual gearbox, 
Sundym glass, push-button radio, alec: 

Ycww. Full history and bills’ avail 
able. Outstanding example, offered at 


1971 (Nov) Toyota Crown Estate. 
ished in twilight yellow with ‘black 
interior, automatic, bench front seats. 
Fitted with. all usual extras. 1 owner. 
Warranted 9,500 miles £1796 

1971 Lancia Flavia 2000 Coupé. Finished 
in metallic gold with black interior. 
Power steering, radio, electric aerial, 
HAW. 24,000 miles. 1 owner. Perfect 
condition £1895 

1969 Jaguar 42 XJ6, Automatic. Finished 
in cinnamon with beige interior. Radio. 
Tinted rear screen. Below average mile- 
age £1975 

1968 Rolls-Royce Sliver Shadow. Finished 
in Caribbean blue with blue hide 
Uphoistery. Sundym glass and retrig- 
eration. Exceptional condition ... £6995 

1967 Porsche 911S Coupé. Yellow/black 
‘terior, Recaro seats, stereo. Sundym 
windscreen £1995 

1972 Alfa Flomeo 2000. Berlina saloon. 
Dutch blue, beige interior. 1 owner 

£1895 

1966 Jensen CV8 Mk Ill, Finished in biue 
‘with tan hide interior. Radio, stereo. 
ow mileage. 2 owners. MoT. Bills for 
£150 recently spent. Full history Offers 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


14 WINDMILL HILL, 
ENFIELD, MIDDX. 


Lotus Europa MOTORWAY SPORTS CARS LTD. 


sie 
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SLOAN MARSHALL 


smg GARAGES 


The SPORTSCAR specia 


JENSEN INTERCEPTOR, 1969. _Bive. 
‘Sun roof. Superb £2900 


PORSCHE 911E, 1971. Orange. Electric 
windows and aerial, etc £3450 


DINO FERRARI, 1971. Yellow. Electric 
‘windows. Radio £3900 


Usual selection of Bs and BGTs, Spit 
fires, etc. 


Please phone for details 


56-58 Barnes High Street. SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works ; 01-876 9131 


LEN STREET Ltd. 


MAIN DEALER FOR LOTUS: 
IN LONDON 


01-370 4114 


a 


DRAYTON GARDENS, CHELSEA, SWIO 


ea) 


WituMeNT 
1600 cc GT 
ESCORT 
JANUARY. 1970 


£750 


Taxed and M.o.T. Red, gold and white 
Alan Mann flared steei wings. 7) x 13 
revolutions. Many extras. 24,000 miles. No 
Competition, Tel Alan 01-437 1509 (day) 


Bry 


CONNOISSEURS CARS 


ASTON : PORSCHE : FERRARI 

Ferrarl 275 GTS Convertible, Borrai 
£1100 engine rebuild 

Dino 1973 unregistered. Metallic silver List 

Dino 246 GT (L Reg). Parts missing 

Dino 246 GT (L Reg) 

Porsche 9118 H Reg, 1991 cc 

Mako Shark Corvette Convertible 435. bhy 
‘0-100, 11 sec. Special everything... £2: 

Ferrari 330 GT 1958. Parts misving 600 


DBE 1968 (G) Manual, electric windows, 
aerial, Many extras £2256 


DBS 1964. Tinted, eww, radio. Bargain £1078 


Tel: 01-879 4999/3538/3633, 


Series !V with Lotus big 
valve twin-cam en; 
improved specification, 
fully built £1487. 
Ring your nearest branch 
for demonstration. 
Hampstead -01 794 9659 
Surrey-Caterham 46666 
~ All Lotus wanted forcash _ 


S2 VIXEN IN MINT 
CONDITION DEC. 1969 


Positano yellow, tinted rear window, allo 
Foad wheels, "B/B radio, “leather. steering 


wheel, ‘many extras, only 16,800 miles 
new. ‘This is a rare opportunity € 
Superbly maintained sports car at 


D.B. MOTORS of Leicester 


RETAIL SPECIALISTS 
OF FULLY WARRANTED 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILES 
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ROGER CLARK CARS 


New Porsche 911T Targa, in red. 


New Porsche 911T Coupe, in white, 
with sun roof. 


New Porsche 911 Coupe, in white, 
with Recaro seats and sun roof. 


1972 Gilbern Invader £1675 
1972 Jensen Interceptor £5950 
1971 Jaguar XJ6 4.2-litre auto £2756 


Coventry Road, Narborough, Leics. 
Tel: Narborough (053 729) 3212 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


SGT picks AND BERKS 


SCIMITAR 
MAIN AGENTS 


‘ORDERS TAKEN TO YOUR 
‘OWN SPECIFICATIONS 


mi iN, edwin intrisr, 


“Open WSESOArS sae He 


BARNET MOTOR COMPANY. 
Victoria Cane, Barnet. Herts 
Tol: 01-440 6344, 
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Tony Cosgrove J. KING MOTOR CO. GERRY MARSHALL 


offers 
GANVEY)JSLAND 1972 Datsun 240Z. Finished in white 


with black interior. Immaculate, 
iol CAMVENIZ 165: unmarked car 21935 


1971 V12 E-type 2+2, automatic. 
SPECIALISTS IN PERFORMANCE CARS ‘Primrose, black interior. Radio/ 


R. PRATT LTO 


stereo £2995 
‘VIZ. Type Te7z. Frimrose/tleck: tn- 1969 MGC GT. ‘Automatic. Finished 
terior, Fitted radio, stereo, chrome wheels, in blue with black upholstery, fit- 
1 owner. Only 12,000 miles 3198 ted heated rear window ... £985 
lbh RES 1972 NSU RO80. All usual extras 

1972 RS1600. Monze blue, Mag wheels, a eS eieee 
1972 (reg) Pontiac Firebird 350. 4- 

speed manual gearbox. Finished 

1970 V6 Superspeed Escort. Fitted mag in metallic mauve with black 
wheels. cloth trim and radio, Beautiful vinyl top and tan interior .., €1896 
exemple of this very quick motor cor 1970 MGB Roadster. Hardtop, soft- 
£995 top, chrome wire wheels} over- 

drive. Very low mileage ... £1095 


sare (0) arent Mone, Go Pxmcative MARSHALL 
ete hg WINGFIELD LTD. 
856 FINCHLEY ROAD 


LONDON, NW11 
Tel: 01-458 420477) 


MINI COOPER S 
ae i 1971 


HP AND PART EXCHANGE 
AVATUABLE ON ALL THE ABOVE CARS 


Lamborghini Jarama 


conditioning, | refrigeration 
stereo. Lambswool rugs. Pull 
New tyres ail round, finished 
in lee blue wit pa 

‘7 


MERCEDES-BENZ 
190 SL 


Finance, or part mange possi 


Tamron ea A 


MORGAN + 4 
SUPER SPORTS 


A.C. COBRA SHELBY 7 LITRE 


Lele hand 


Zs! : 01-036 0702 
01-806 241° (evenings 


Brandon Motors Ltd. 


FERRARI DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 


Full Lawrence tuned engine, Jaguar Moss 
facing gearbox, all aluminium body, 72 
spoke wire wheels, lengthened ‘and 
widened ‘chase's. with, extras including 
Stereo/radio, electric aerial, Maserati air 
horns, Selmar burglar alarm, spot and fog. 


Dinos delivery ex stock 


andor 
re = choice of colours 


TVR TUSCAN 
JUNE 1971 
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Tel: Bagshot 71010 


For further details and serious enquines please contact Adrian Hamilton. 


DUNCAN HAMILTON & CO. LTD. 


THE SQUARE, BAGSHOT, SURREY 
or 


7 litre 
COBRA 


The above car is utterly beautiful in all respects. Finished in light primrose yellow with black trim. Polished 9” Halibrand wheels 
and chrome external exhaust system. Recorded mileage 2000 miles. ‘A reputed 640 bhp is prod 
must be one of the fastest and most exciting road cars in the country. and a unique opportunity to acquire » fost appreciating 


ed trom the engine room! This 


Telex 28905 


DIFF ASSEMBLIES AND 
OVERDRIVE UNITS 
“ALL AREAS 


Tol: 01.989 ants 
OFT LIMITED 

67 COBURG ROAD, 
WOOD GREEN, LONDON, N22 


WOOD & PICKETT 
COOPER ‘S’ 67 


COMPLETELY FITTED JULY 1970 


dow, wind up ramen 


: built by Richard S. D. Miles. Lightened 
and balanced, 1345 cc. AC alternator A very fest 
car costing over (3600. 


£200 one 


Tot: o1-248 6180, 


JOS RANDLES 


(owe 428 13078, ve 
tows +28 130/8. 1 


1971 MGB Gr. 0/0. 


WHARF GARAGES, STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Te!: 48361-47623 


FOR SALE 
1967 A.C. COBRA 
UXBRIDGE 33444 
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PERSONAL EXPORT—IMGs and AUSTINS, FAST DELIVERY, EFFICIENT SERVICE 


1330/8. Lagoon bive with black trim. Various 


MG MIDGET. Tes! blue with ochre trim 


NEW CAR SALES—392 NEW CROSS ROAD, SE14 — Tel : 01- 692 4607 or 01-692 4651 
NEW RELIANT SCIMITAR GTEs EARLY DELIVERY. DEMONSTRATION CAR AVAILABLE 


‘Hours of business: 10 am-8 pm Mon. 0 am-7 pm Sat 
‘SELECTION FROM STOCK 


| 


METALCRAFT LTD— ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 


As well as items illus- 
trated we specialise in 
aluminium bodies, mono- 
coque chassis and 
custom-made fuel and oil 
tanks, aerofoils, NASCAR, 
fuel churns, swell pots, 


ma 2-3 Thane Works, | tion, “argon are and all 
4 Thane Villas, types of welding and 


sheet metalwork. We 


A-gation”tosm-fitled fuel tank, 22 


London N7. have the facilities to 
sistas _chomiatom dry ome oll 4 pair an, ke of 
facies nscutar ses | Telephone: 609 0384 Chassis ‘at short notice 
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COOMBS & SONS 
(GUILDFORD) LTD. 


Portsmouth Road 
Guildford, Surrey 
Tel: Guildford (0483) 
62907/69944 


CHEVROLET CAMARO 228 


lay 
“a 


Peter Townsend 


1970 (J) Elan $4, OHC. Beautiful car. 1970 Trident Clipper VB 47-litre. Motor 
Finished in bright red. 5 push button ‘Show car finished in Pistachio, black 
radio. 1 owner £1295 leather trim, Fitted tinted glass. Radio. 


Electric windows and a Sony TV fitted 
£1995 


1969 MGB GT. Very pretty car in red with 
black leather trim. Wire wheels. Radio, 


Europa (t reg) twin cam. Regenc| 
fully ined (as JPS). Alloy whee! 
electric windows 

1971 Europa. Finished in Bahama 


Finished in silver with black rally pack, Large Renault engine. Low mileage. HRW £995 
manual shift, front and rear spoilers. Wide Electric windows £1345 1971 (L) TRG. Hard top. Saffron with wire 
section whools, under 10,000 mites. 1971 Europa. Fabulous cor in Daytona ‘wheels and overdrive, Fitted radio. 1 
‘aaa yellow. Only 15,000 miles from now. tim -star owner £1399 

A Absolutely foukiess £1399 1968" Chevrolet Camaro Biack Panther. 

Bridge House 1968 (G) Lotus +2. In beige. Radio. Eiec- ‘Automatic. PAS. Radio. A very hairy car 

Bridge Street tric windows. Low mileage. Beautiful car pe 

* £1295 1967 Honda S800. DHC. Red, black 

Guildford, Surrey 1968 (G) MGC. Fabulous car in special interior, A most attractive Jittle sports 

Tel: Guildford 65310 yellowstone. ‘wheels. Overdrive. 1 car.” Offers’ please as this a. part 


‘Owner from’ new. £795 ‘exchange and not our usual stock. 


THE ULTIMATE! 


1972 PONTIAC TRANS-AM 455 


Fy ° & 


FULL RANGE OF .W., WAUXHALL 
AND CHRYSLER FOR IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY 


Very rare 456 (7}-litre) TRANS-AM fitted with heavy duty manual 

transmission. Tinted windscreen. Bucket seats. Rear Spoiler. 3.42:1 

Posidrive diff. Power disc brakes. Transistorised ignition. Power steering, 

Formula steering wheel. Heavy duty suspension. AM PB Radio, and 

many other extras, Finished in traditional colours of white and blue 
First registered UK 1973. \Mileage 17,000. 


OFFERED AT £3,250 
HIRE PURCHASE TERMS PART EXCHANGES EMBOROUGH FILLING STATION 


EMBOROUGH (NR. BATH), SOMERSET 
TEL: MAIDENHEAD 21215 


Tel: STRATTON-ON-THE-FOSSE (STD 076 123) 418 
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rea CHEVROLET DAIMLER SP 250 
stan CORVETTE STINGRAY 1962 


This car is in. superb original condition, 
Mach 1 Coupe, 1965, 327 ci. Red/black interior. Recent extensive, transmission overhaul, 
sa Foven: “Marcie, manual “gearbox. “new | | new tyres: hord top and re-covered. soft 
Surch, wide ‘chrome/aiioy ‘wheels, AM/ | | top. 
Fat radio. Sundymm gloss. Excellent’ mech- £1000 
‘ey as Snrcal condition, £1098 ono. Tot: Aylesbury (0296) 84971 
Fei: 01-549 8238 cms 
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F5000 McRAE GMI CHASSIS No. 007 


Complete with rebuilt Chevy engine. Just rebuilt and resprayed 
wivte with latest wide suspension. Spares include engine parts, 
70 wheels and tyres, full width nose and radiator, standard 
nose and spare radiator, complete suspension all round. 1964 
TK Transporter. 1971 Ford Transit van. Loads of other odds 
and sods. 


ALL OFFERS CONSIDERED 
Alan Rollinson 


([TUNSSTON | dN | 


Engine tune clinic for 
private patients only. Roll- 
ing road testing up to 
300 bhp at wheels. 


ENGINE TUNING 1 
and 2 
ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC 


NETHER STREET FINCHLEY CENTRAL, LONDON, N.3 


FORD MACH 1 MUSTANG 


9.4 ge ve 


Tel: Quart 628 or 649 


FULL RACE MG MIDGET 
FOR SALE 


1293cc 1 race only since engine rebuild. 
Slicks. Minilites. Ex Janspeed. Trailer 


£895 ono 
TERMS EXCHANGES 


Tel. CHESTERFIELD 71612/71614 
GERARD RACING 


eed 
possible 
Tol: 021-770 8035 


mornings and evenings 


engine with "Se erank. allay wheale. radio 
3i* PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED. 
HP ARRANGED ON ALL VEHICLES 


Tel. Leicester 21007 


Due to other driving 
. x commitments this suc- 
TV Oo oO M cessful Ginetta G12 is 
; for sale complete with 

Lotus twin cam 1594 cc 

polished and balanced 


"125c rods, steel caps, 
LI cams and Hewland 


Very special TVR 3000M. Finished in black with Woolferace 
wheels, 195/70 tyres, heated rear screen nd inertia seat belts. 


New and unregistered. Cancelled order, hence £2250, ex works, / Saloon sean 
box £1000 ono. Must 
aa eos Mrs = . ‘sold. P/X considered. 


Cropston Road, Anstey, Leicester 


Tel: Anstey (053721) 3313 or 2172 Contact : Roger Hare lewe, nr Exeter. 


pam) Tel: 0392-70301 (day). (25590) 
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GEARBOXES 


Racing car spares, current or old. 
‘Must be in good condition. 


EDWARD REEVES RACING ws Fe 


CHEVRON B15/17C 
OFFER 


F2 BRABHAM BT 40 
FG400 box, approx 25 miles of testing only. £3000. 


EX-DAVID MORGAN F2 CHEVRON B25 


FG400 box, spare bodywork, subframes, wings etc. 
Price £3100. 

The above two chassis would also make highly com- 
petitive Formula Atlantic cars. 


DAVID WOOD GROUP 2 ESCORT 


Fitted with 1880cc BDA. Must be one of the most 
competitive Escorts available today. Full details avail- 
able on request. Cost over £10,000 to build. Price 
£5000. 


for E37. Rating oh 


HAWKE DL9 FORMULA FORD 


TRANSPORTER 


Ford Transit van. Lengthened chassis. Fitted ally body. 
Will take FF or F3 etc. Price £400 ono. 


SPARES 


Include front and rear uprights, discs, wheels, wish- 
bones, etc. Mostly all brand new. A vast quantity 
of tyres, mostly Firestone F2 sizes. Various com- 
Pounds, wet and dry. 


Tel: Staplehurst 892226 (Kent) day ; 
Ulcombe 730 (Kent) evenings/weekends 
Sensible offers considered on the above 
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=~ BLADON 
SS ee 


CLUBMANS 
600 


OFFERS AROUND 


All independent, suspension/<discs, all round. New, all, steel, short 
Stroke I ossfiow motor. Lotus Mk. 1 box/twin plate clutch/ 
mag. bell housing ‘Chassis fully webu for this season. 


ELY! 
Tel: Bristol 75469 evenings. Bristol 603671 ext. 564 day. 


When we started motor racing... 


svarmara Farm Satate, Cobham, Surray. Tats Cobham 4948 (24 anewering service) 
GAMCLAYCARD & ACCESS CARO FACILITIES. 


TITAN MK 4 FF GINETTA 


BUICK V8 


int ill climb G12, professionally, complere, with aluminium 
# engine god. s.sneed ewiand, 4 "weber DAs, Bendix pump, 
‘Tech Dell ‘numerous. FTDs,’ ready 10" Bo. 
Reasonable offer secures, 


Contact: David Render, Ware 2408; 


day, 01-445 2611 evenings. 


CHEVRON B.19 1800 FVC 


Ex Team Dart car. Unused since complete rebuild 
New covered trailer. 


DAREN Mk. 2B 1300 BDA 


Recent complete rebuild. Quantity of spares, wheels, 
etc. 
Quantity of Dunlop racing tyres, etc. 
P. V. Richardson 
Owls Hall, Blackmore End, Braintree, Essex 
Tel: Shatford Green 360 


Harrison Monocoque. A very competitive race winning 
Fitted with Demon Pollard Imp, ideal for Formula Fo 
must be very competitive car for the hills, With wi 
revolutions. Genuine reason forces sale (skint). Hence give- 
away price with trailer. If required £775. less trailer £700 will 
haggle. May also take road car in exchange 


Tel : Day Romford 47216 (Ron) Night 01-595 0481 


MRE (Racing Services) Ltd. 
Reg. Office 

1 Station Road, Bourne End, Buckinghamshire. 
Telephone: Bourne End 22802 & 24484 


MALLOCK U2 


Very quick Cosworth, new set of tyres, complete in 
every respect except engine is stripped and needs 
rebuilding. Ideal beginners car. Realistically priced at 
£375 ono including trailer. 


Tel: Uttoxeter (08893) 4516 


‘Baw SaaS aly 
« MODSPORTS CARS, " 


TST! Sighuon seal 
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RACING CARS Ay, swine, ATTHAA-cueynocer, g RACING SALOONS 
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BALANCING 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


REBUILOS—REPAIRS—NEW ANO S/H SPARES 
AND RATIOS. 


RALLY EQUIPVIENT 
RALLYCOM 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
ccace 


FORD and BLMC SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 
Send SAE for specs & price list AMERICAN SPARES AMD, RODR PARTS, rom 0. 


IAN WALKER CONVERSIONS 
Dept. AS, 236 Woodhouse load, London N12 
‘Tel: 01-368 6281/4 
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First know your problem... 


CORDS PISTON RING CO. LTD. 


Peet 


ToS & 


Es 


CRANKSHAFTS 


Specialists in the manufacture of crankshafts from steal 
forgings, nitrided or tuftrided and balanced, Formula Atlantic, 
BDA and Twin Cam stock items. 


Spocials made to order at short notice. 

All types of con rods made to customers’ requirements. 
Precision Components (Staffs) Limited, 
Spring Lane, Willenhall, Staffs. 

Tel: Willenhall 68075. 


Stolen and recovered 20006, less engine css 
1970 (3) 1060 
es. En ww vings. Will break if enough enquiries 960 
MG 1109 box 2s 
2 lie ONC Ford engine e120 
B6 ‘engine ao 
Serutly %8 4.2. Exchange BMW Til, rally ear, WHY. 

WILK & registration number on car 

Lotus Europa gearbox or 


Rocket box os 
1206 block 10 
YOO0E ‘engine 0 


Wented—em: 


WILL TAKE SENSIBLE OFFERS ON ALL OF THE ABOVE 
Tol: Herttord 6216 day: Welwyn 4880 evenings. 


1328 COOPER ‘S’ 


Hillclimb sprint car. Very fast and reliable. 2 
class records and 4 class wins this year. Fitted 
with latest sticky tyres (almost new), and 
complete with trailer. 


£590 ono 
For further details 


HOWARD WHITE 
Leeds 684020 or 676832 


box wagon suitable for racing Escort 


T 


7) 


ENGINES FOR SALE 


2-LITRE BDA TITAN, 2-LITRE BDA RES, 
1930 BDA R/S, 1930 BDA R/S, 
1850 BDA R/S, 1600 BDA ATLANTIC. 
3 VEGANTUNE F/3 CHEAP TO CLEAR 


All the above engines are fully rebuilt complete witt 
Clutches, dry sump, etc. Ready for immediate u 
‘sports cars. 


061-834 8033 


jection, 
F/M oF 


AGEL 


Li 


D.A.R.T. RACING WITH G.R.D: 
REQUIRE SKILLED MECHANICS 


and improver_mechanics for Formula 2, Formula 3, Formula 
Atlantic and Sports car work. These positions are permanent 
‘as our racing season will continue throughout the winter. 
HGV' licence would be an advantage. Excellent salaxes will 
be paid and accommodation can be arranged locally. 

Please telephone Watton 881521, extension 28 (Norfolk) 


WORKING MANAGER 


required 
to run small but progressive automobile tuning shop 
in SW2. Knowledge of Crypton equipment and Weber 
carburetters an advantage. Opportunity to earn 
£45-£50 per week for keen, energetic man. 
Tel: 01-674 2786 (day) 
01-674 3205 (evening) 
Ask for Mr Powell 


4 ford BRS elie ELL 


Reconditioned exchange PERFORMANCE engines 
BUILT TO THE SAME HIGH STANOARDS AS OUR COMPETITION ENGINES 
Wee & GT Stage 1 G8 180 & GT Suge 1 2 1600 & GT Stage 1 08 
Wee & GT Stage 2 5112 1300 & GT Stage 2 118 1600 & GT Stage 2 512 


Bench Tested and Guaranteed 


Send S.A.E. for full details. 


S555 lan Walker Conversions 


Dept. AS, 238 Woodhouse Rd.. London N12, Tal: 368 6281/2/3 
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TS BOLTS 


LOTUS SPARES 
STOCKISTS OF ALL LOTUS SpAnES 
PEN 8 TO 8, MONDAY-FRI 


OPEN EIGHT TILL ONE SATURDAY i 
ORDER C ¢ 


see one gegen fipmerey we 


‘STICKERS 


CH SSIS SUPPLIERS GUID 


MERLYN 


COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 
Little Bentley, 
Colchester, Essex 
Tel : Great Bentley 307/535 
Cables : Merirace Colchester 


MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 


Redwongs Way, 
Huntingdon Trading Estate, 


Huntingdonshire. 
Tel: Huntingdon 53537-8. 


ARCH MOTOR 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


Specialists in the construction of both monocoque and tubular 
racing car chassis in production quantities. 


Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 
the motor and motor racing industries. Painting and stove 
‘enamelling. Chassis repair service. 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD. 


Specialists in prototype aluminium racing bodies. Monocoque 

chassis, alloy petro and oil tanks, aerofoils, Nascar fuel churns. 

Restoration of vintage cars. Argon arc and all types of welding 
‘and sheet metalwork, 


RAPID MONOCOQUE CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 
2/3 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London, N7 
Tel: 01-609 0384 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. | 


‘All Hewland gearboxes, Cortina fimited slip differentiats. 
Manutecturers ‘of racing gearboxes for the motor racing 
indust ‘can_supply anything trom @ Formula Ford «08 
Group ¥ gearbox. Contact us at 
Boyn Valley industrial Estate, 
™ Soyn Valley Road. 
Matdenhood, Berks 
‘2033 


THE ABOVE IS ONLY INTENDED AS A GUIDE AND IS NOT A FULL LIST 
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With an Witha With 
1G.D. SAFETY VISOR TRACKSTAR 4000 LINEA SPORT FPT 


(Clear Only) pe ¥ 

rackstar Double Layer 
pRLveerent e Helmets have Suit (£85) 
Rater nay ek ° Different Shell 3 Underwear 
protection from masse sizes tocater (£42:50) 
Piving Ovjects for all Headsize 3 Types of 


Requirements Gloves (from £12) 


Shoes (£15) 
Rec retail £5.98 + VAT Rec ratail £24.50 + VAT + VAT in all coses 


For Bell & Trackstar “72 Helmets [Snell 1971 Approved |Expensive-the Best Always is! 


Sole distributors GORDON SPICE Ltd Staines 57867 


12B CENTRAL TRADING ESTATE STAINES MIDDX—Send for Descriptive Leaflet 


Linea sport FPT 
racewear 
your list of stockists 


Road & Racing (Holborn) Ltd 

8 Procter Street, London WC1 

01-242 3080 

Aylesbury Tappett 

48 Buckingham Street, Aylesbury, 

Bucks 

0296 85359 

Jaybrand Racewear Ltd 

Highbury Street, Lincoin Road, 

Peterborough 

0733 68247 

City Speed Shop 

76 Bishopsgate, London EC2 
588 pal 


Babine FORMULA “ONE 


SPECIAL OFFER 


INTEGRAL BELL STAR 
HELMET SNELL APPROVED 


ost SmES AND 
COLOURS IN STOCK £26.75 
titod htt Ws" 
7 Crookes Rend Sonal 810 684 


Seif lubricating. Corrosion 
‘Send for the latest ¢ 


eors ceo 


2 te EXPORT 
SERVICE 


SPARES 


911/912/914 secondhand 
mechanics Also. giess bre spotters Sn 
Eorreve duck tails, S11 mags ete 


AUTOFARM 
65 High Straet ver, Bucks, 
rors toga, (gay) 
‘oddington az5 oF 01-808 S178 (evening) 
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‘Recessonies 10. 

‘Coronation Road, Cressex. ind. 

igh Wycombe, Bucks, Netz SMB England 
fe : {STD 0494) High Wycombe 3131. 


can PETERSEN PUBLISHING COQ:or 20 
| q | 


21/22 JULY 


THE FINALS 
OF THE a 


TEL: 01-464 5445 


FANTASTIC 
4th INTERNATIONALS 


DONT MISS YOUR LAST CHANCE TO SEE 
TOP STATESIDE ACTION 


THE PROMOTERS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO ALTER AND. i 


OR AMEND OR CANCEL THE MEETING WITHOUT NOTICE OR REFUND 


It makes a good car better. 


it is- remarkable changes come 
— in positive cornering 

— in tidy acceleration 

—in controlled braking 

— in bitingly efficient roadholding 
Drive Michelin Radials through the 
filthiest conditions — and get the confidence 
of their roadholding. For speeds upto 
113m.p.h. ~drivea Michelin ZX and 

for speeds up to 130 m.p.h., XAS. 

Check with your dealer now 

Fit Michelin Radials and improve 

your car’s performance — and its trade-in 
value- on the spot. 

For further information on Michelin Radials 
~the ZX, the XAS, XWX and XM_Stwrite 
10: Technical Information, Michelin Tyre Co. 
Lid., 81 Fulham Road, London, SW'36RD. 


